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PREFACE 

TluB book is the outgrowth of a set of mimeograph notes pre- 
pared in 1911 and intended for use in the course in fire assaying at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The mimeograph 
notes were succeeded by a book of 150 pages pubUshed by the 
author in 1915. The present volume has been revised and en- 
larged and is offered as a small contribution toward the scientific 
explanation of the ancient art of fire assaying. It contains some 
hitherto unpublished results of research, as well as considerable 
new data derived from a careful search of all the available litera- 
ture, none of which have previously appeared in book form. 

Although intended primarily as a college textbook, it is not en- 
tirely elementary in character and it is hoped that it will be found 
sufl&ciently complete and fundamental to be of service to the more 
mature student of the science. Every effort has been made to 
avoid the old "cook-book" method of presentation m common 
in books of this kind and to give the underlying scientific reasons 
for the many phenomena which occur, as well as the rationale of 
each process and detail of manipulation. 

The object of instruction in fire assaying should not be merely 
the training of students to obtain results of a certain- dq^ree of 
precision by blindly following some set procedure, as is unfortu- 
nately too often the case. On the contrary, their attention should 
be focussed on the physical and chemical principles which govern 
the various operations. If they truly understand the reasons for 
the use of each of the reagents and for the various details of 
technique, they will not have to hunt over the pages of a receipt 
book when confronted by an ore of unfamiliar constitution, but 
will be able to make up their own assay charges and outline their 
own details of manipulation. 

The author beheves that a course in fire assaying is the logical 
place to introduce the study of metallurgy. The study of gen- 
eral metallurgy, which is abstract and uninteresting by itself, 
is made concrete and intensely interesting if the various processes 
of fire Assaying are used to illustrate its principles. Most of the 
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principles of metallut|5y are utilized in one stage or aDotber of the 
fire assay and if taught in this connection, the student's interest is 
awakened, the principles are understood and the study of this 
branch of metallurgy becomes a pleasure and not a burden. With 
this end in view, emphasis has been laid on those metallurgical 
principles which are of importance in tire assaying, for example, 
the thermochemistry of the metals and of their oxide and sul- 
phide compounds, the nature and physical constants of slags, the 
characteristics of refractories and fuels, the principles of ore 
sampling, the behavior of metallic alloys on cooling and the chem- 
ical reactions of oxidation and reduction. 

In the short time allowed for instruction in fire assaying in the 
crowded curricula of our technical schools, the time factor is an 
important consideration. With large classes and a limited num- 
ber of laboratory instructors, the author's experience leads him 
to the conclusion that it is inadvisable to rely too much on verbal 
instruction in the classroom and laboratory, particularly during 
the first few weeks when so much that is entirely new has to 
be mastered before any real progress can be made. Exphcit direc- 
tions are given, therefore, for. the first analyses; thus saving the 
student's time and conserving his efforts by making it possible for 
him to attack the subject intelligently and without any unneces- 
sary delay. As the work progresses, less stress is laid upon de- 
tailed procedure and the student is placed more upon his own re- 
aources and encouraged to work out his own assay charges from 
his knowledge of fundamental principles, aided by' a study of 
typical examples. 

The order of arrangement of laboratory work is the logical one 
beginning with cupellation, first in the qualitative and then in the 
quantitative way. The assay of lead bulUon leads naturally to 
parting for the determination of the gold, after which either scori- 
fication or crucible assaying may be undertaken. 

When available, the source of what may be termed "new in- 
formation" has been acknowledged, but this has not always been 
possible and the author trusts he may be pardoned for any serious 
omissions in thLs particular. Although it is hoped that in the 
present book all of the errors which occurred in the author's edi- 
tion have been eliminated, .some new ones may have crept in and 
the author will esteem it a favor to have these called to his atten- 
tion. He would also be pleased to receive any su^estions and 
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criticiBins which might be embodied in a subsequeiit edition, if 
Buch should be required. 

To the many friends who have supplied material or helped in 
other ways the writer wishes to express his gratitude. The offi- 
cials of the Anaconda Copper Mining Company and of the United 
States Smelting, Refining and Mining Company have been es- 
pecially helpful in this way. The author is particulariy indebted 
to Mr, Rufus C. Reed for many helpful suggestions and for read- 
ing the type script. He wishes also to express his appreciation of 
the courtesy of the Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., the Braun Corpora- 
tion, the Denver Fire Clay Co., the Thompson Balance Co., and 
the United States Bureau of Mines for furnishing photf^aphs 
and electrotypes. 
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A TEXTBOOK 
OF riRE ASSAYING 

CHAPTER I. 
ASSAY REAGENTS AND FUSION PRODUCTS. 

Assaying is a branch of analytical chemistry, generally defined 
as the quantitative estimation of the metals in ores and furnace 
products. In the western part of the United States, the tsnn 
b employed to include the determination of all the constituents, 
both metallic and non-metaUic, of ores and metallurgical products. 

Fire assaying is the quantitative determination of metals in ores 
and metallui^cal products by means of heat and dry reagents. 
This involves separating the metal from the other constituents of 
the ore and we^hing it in a state of purity, / 

An ore is a mineral-bearing substance from which a metal, 
alloy or metallic compound can be extracted at a profit. The 
term is loosely used to include almost any inorganic substance 
that may occur in nature. An ore generally consists of two parts, 
^he metalliferous or valuable portion, and the " gangue " or value- 
less portion. Gangue minerals are divided, according to their 
chemical composition, into two classes, acid and basic. Silica 
is a type of the former; lime, magnesia, and the oxides of iron, 
manganese, sodium and potassium are examples of the latter. 

An ore may be acid, basic or " self-fluxing " according to the 
preponderance of one or the other group of slag-forming gangue 
constituents. A self-fluxing ore is one which contains acid and 
basic material in the right proportion to form a slag. 

The metallui^cal products which come to the assayer include 
bullion, matte, speiss. drosses and crusts, litharge, flue-dust and 
fume, as well as solutions and precipitates resulting from hydro- 
metallurgical operations. 

The reagents used in fire assaying may be classified as fluxes, 
acid, basic or neutral, and as oxidising, reducing, sulphurizing or 
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desulphurizing agents. Some reagents have only one property, 
as for instance silica, an acid flux, others have several different 
properties, as hthai^e, a basic Sux but also an oxidizing and de- 
sulphurizing agent. 

A flux is something which converts compounds infusible at 
a certain t«mperature into others which melt at this temperature. 
For instance, quartz by itself is fusible only at a very high tem- 
perature, but if some sodium carbonate is added to the pulverized 
quartz it can be fused at a temperature easily obtained in the 
assay furnace. 

The student should remember that to aid in the fusion of an 
acid substance, a basic flux such as litharge, sodium carbonate, 
limestone, or iron oxide should be added while for a basic sub- 
stance an acid flux such as sUica or borax should be used. 

A reducing agent ia something which ia capable of causing the 
separation of a metal from the substances chemically combined 
with it or of effecting " the stepping down " of a compound from 
a higher to a lower degree of oxidation. 

An oxidizing agent is one which gives up its oxygen readily. 

A desulphurizing agent is something which has a strong affinity 
for sulphur and which is therefore capable of separating it from 
some of its compounds. 

The principal reagents used in assaying follow: 

Silica, SiOi, is an acid reagent and the strongest one availaUe. 
It combines with the metal oxides to form silicates which are the 
foundation of almost all slags. It is used as a flux when the ore is 
deficient in silica and serves to protect the crucibles and scoriflera 
from the corrosive action of Utharge. Care must be taken to 
avoid an excess of silica, as too much of it will cause trouble and 
losses of precious metals by slagging or by the formation of matte. 
Silica melts at about 1625° C. to an extremely viscous liquid. 
It should be obtained in the pulverized form. 

The fluxing effect of silica ia shown in the accompanying freez- 
ing-point curve* of the lime-silica series. The series shows three 
eutectics and two compounds. The combination having the 
lowest melting-point is the eutectic with 37 per cent of CaO which 
melts at 1417° C, Another eutectic containing 54 per cent CaO 
melts at 1430° C, Lying between these ia the compound calcium 
bi-^ihcate, corresponding to the formula CaSiOa, which fuses at 
* Day and Shepord Am. Jour. Sc. SS, p. 25S. 



ii.^Y*-^''-^'-^-'^''-^ 



ASSAY REAGENTS AND FUSION PRODUCTS 3 

1512° C. A second compound, corresponding to the formula 
CssSiO*, the calcium aingulo-silicate melts at 2080° C. A cursory 
glance at this curve will be sufficient to suggest the desirability 
of trying to make approximately a bi-silicate slag when assay- 
ing ores which contain considerable lime 
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Fio. 1. — Freezing-point curve of lime-silica series. 

Glass is used by some in place of silica. Ordinary window-^lass, 
a silicate of lime and the alkalies with the silica in excess, is best. 
Its aci<i excess is always doubtful and so is not commonly used. 
If used, a blank assay should be run on each new lot to insure 
against introducing precious metab into the assay in this way. 
Ite chief advantage is that 5 or 10 grams too much glass will or- 
dinarily do no harm in a fusion whereas 5 or 10 grams of silica in 
excess might spoil the assay. 

Boraz. — NasB40j, lOHjO, is an active, readily fusible, acid 
flux. It melts in its own water of crystallization, beginning at the 
lowest visible red heat, and becomes anhydrous at a full red heat. 
It intumesces in fusing and on account of this behavior may, if 
used in large amounts, tend to force part of the chaise out of 
the crucible, especially if not thoroughly mixed with the charge. 
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4 A TEXTBOOK OF FIRE ASSAYlffO 

In small amounte, however, it lowers the temperature of slag for- 
mation and promotes a quiet and orderly fusion. 

Borax is often used as a cover for crucible fusions. When 
properly used it is believed to prevent the mechanical loss of fine 
ore which frequently results when a large volume of gas escapes 
rapidly at a temperature below that of incipient fusion. BoraJC, con- 
taining, as it does, 47 per cent of water, loses approximately half of 
ita weight by fusion, and consequently when used as an acid flux, 
approximately twice as much borax as borax-glass is required. 

Borax-Glass. — NasBjO?, is made by fusing borax to drive off 
its water of crystallization and then cooling and crushing the 
solidified glassy residue. It is usually purchased in the powdered 
form and should be kept in air-tight containers, as the fine material 
takes on moisture from the air and tends to cake. Under ordinary 
conditions it behaves like a true glass, having no definite freezing- 
or melting-point. If, however, it is subjected to rapid vibration 
when coohng it may be induced to solidify in the crystalline form 
at a definite temperature. This crystallized borax-glass melts 
at 742° C. If not subjected to vibration it remains a viscous 
fluid even below a visible red. Finely divided amorphous borax- 
glass begins to sinter at about 500° C. It is extremely viscous when 
melted, even when heated well above its melting temperature. 

Ita rational formula, NajO, 2B]0a, indicates an excess of acid, 
and experiment proves this to be present. At a red heat it be- 
comea a strong acid and dissolves and fluxes practically all of the 
metallic oxides both acid and basic. It is one of the best fluxes 
for alumina. 

Five borates of alkalies and alkaline earths are recognized, the 
chemical classification being as follows: 

TABLE I. 

CliABSDlCATION OF BOIUIBS. 
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According to the metallurgical classification, i.e., the ratio of 
oxygen in acid to oxygen in base, the first of these would be neutral 
and the others acid. Ditt«* studied the fused borates of the 
alkaline earths and classified them as acid, neutral and basic. 
He called the meta-borate neutral. The writer's experiments with 
alkahne borates show that the meta-borate is decidedly viscous 
when fused but that at the same time it shows a strong tendency 
to crystallize during cooling. The pyro-borate, when fused, was 
decidedly fluid, being comparable to the sub-eilicate of soda. 
It would seem proper, therefore, to consider the sesqui-borate as 
the neutral one when considered from this standpoint. 
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Fia. 2. — Freezing-point curve of sodium meta-borate — sodium bi-eilioate 



Fusing as it does at a low temperature, borax helps to facilitate 
the slaf^ng of the ore, and in the hydrous or anhydrous condition 
is used in almost every crucible assay. In general, it may be 
said to lower very appreciably the fusing-point of all slags, and this, 
in addition to the fact that it is such an excellent solvent for the 
metallic oxides, accounts for its almost universal use in fire assay- 
ing. The borates of lead and the alkalies are more viscous than 
the corresponding sihcates. This viscous effect persists far below 
the ap[)arent solidification-point unless the slag is decidedly basic. 

If too much borax is used in the assay of siliceous ores there 
• Conipt. rend. 77, p. 785, p. 893 (1873). 
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results a very tough, glaasy or stony slag which holds tenaciously 
to the lead button. This is probably due partly to the effect 
of borax in reducing the coefficient of expansion of the sla^ and 
jMirtly to its action in preventing crystallization. When the at- 
tempt is made to separate the lead and slag, a film of lead will 
often adhere to the slag and give the aasayer much trouble. 

The remedy for this condition is, first, to reduce the quantity 
of borax used and then, if necessary, to increase the bases. No 
moite than 5 or 10 grams of conmion borax or its equivalent in 
borax-glass should be used per assay-ton of siliceous ore. 

The melting-point curve of the sodium metarborate — sodium 
bi-silicate series, according to Van Klooster', is shown in F^. 2. 
The melting-point of sodium bi-silicat« does not agree exactly 
with that given by Niggi but, none the less, the diagram serves 
to illustrate the effect which borax has in reducing the melting- 
point of assay slags. 

The eutectic containing 56.5 per cent of NaiSiOa freezes at 
814° C. 

Sodium bicarbonate, NaHCO], is still used by some assayers as 
an alkaline flux, mainly because of its cheapness and purity. It 
is, however, decomposed when heated to 276* C, forming the 
anhydrous normal carbonate with the liberation of water vapor 
and carbon dioxide. The large volume of water vapor and car- 
bon dioxide released, passing up through the chai^ before it has 
softened, is bound to carry off more or less of the fine ore and thus 
contributes to the so-called " dusting " loss. 

The bicarbonate contains but 63.'1 per cent of NajCOa and 
therefore when it is used as a substitute for the normal carbonate 
158 parts are required for each 100 parts of the normal carbonate. 
Because of the above serious disadvantages the use of the anhy- 
drous normal carbonate is recommended in all cases. The only 
advantage which can now be claimed for the bicarbonate is that 
it does not deliquesce. 

Sodium carbonate, NaaCOg, is a powerful basic flux and by far 
the cheapest one available for assay purposes. Owing to the eaae 
with which alkaline sulphides and sulphates are formed it also 
acts to some extent as a desulphurizing and oxidizing agent. 
Pure anhydrous sodium carbonate melts at 852° C. When molten 
it is very fluid and can hold in suspension a large proportion of 
• Zeitschr. anorg. Chemie, 89, p 122 (1910). 
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finely ground, infusible and inactive material such as carbon at 
bone-ash. 

The commercial normal carbonate of this country, made by the 
Solvay process from the bicarbonate, is easily obtained in a pure 
state. It tends to absorb water from the air and is, therefore, 
unsatisfactory for use in some climates. The variety known by 
the trade as 58 per cent dense soda-ash has been found particulariy 
satisfactory for assay purposes, and is but little affected by at- 
mospheric moisture. 
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a bi-flilicate — mdium bi-«ilicate 



When sodium carbonate is heated to about 950° C, it undergoes 
a slight dissociation with the consequent evolution of a small 
amount of carbon dioxide. Analysis of sodium carbonate which 
has been melted shows it to contain about 0.4 per cent of free 
alkali. When silica is added to the fused carbonate this free 
alkali first disappears and then a reaction takes place between the 
silica and sodium carbonate and a certain amount of carbon dioxide 
is evolved. The amount evolved is directly proportional to the 
amount of silica added and to the temperature, Niggi' showed 
that the system NajCOj — SiOj, for a constant temperature and 
* Jour. Am. Chem. 80c. SS, pp. 1683-1727. 
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pressure of COi, reaches a state of equilibriitm, which conditioD 
may be expressed by the equation : 

NaiCO, + NaiSiO, ?2 Na4Si04 + CO,. 

He found that in order to displace all the COi, at least one mol of 
SiOt for each mol of Na^O must be added. Combinations less 
acid than the bi-silicate retain CO, indefinitely. The bi-silicate 
melts at about 1018° C. 

The fluxing effect of sodium carbonate is shown in the ac- 
companying freezing-point curve* of the calcium bi-silicate — 
sodium bi-silicate series. 

Between the melting-point of sodium bi-silicate, 1018° C. and 
that of calcium bi-silicate, 1502° C, Wallace found indications of 
a eutectic containing 20 per cent CaSiOi which melted at 932° C. 
It may be concluded from this that if we are to flux limestone with 
soda and silica alone, we should add 4 mols of NatCOj for each 
mol of CaCOs, or roughly 60 grams of NajCOi for \ A.T. of pure 
CaCOs, together with sufficient silica for a bi-sOicate. The ad- 
dition of borax will materially reduce the melting-temperature of 
the mixture. 

Potassium carbonate, KaCOg, is a basic flux, similar in its action 
to sodium carbonate. It melts at 894° C. It has the disadvan- 
tage of being more expensive, weight for weight, than sodium car- 
bonate, and because of its greater molecular we^ht more of it is 
required than of sodium carbonate to produce a given result. 

Ni^t showed that a small amount of silica displaces an almost 
equivalent amount of CO, from fused potassium carbonate, and 
that successive additions of silica displace a pr<^;res8ively smaller 
quantity of COj, until when the proportions are 2 mols of SiO, to 
1 mol of K,0, the sUica displaces only half the equivalent amount 
of CO,, at which condition the laat of the CO, passes off. He gives 
the following equation as expressing the conditions of equilib- 
rium: 

K,CO, -t- K,Si,0, ^ 2K^iO, -I- CO,. 

Willorfl contends that diminution of the partial pressure of 

COi causes considerable displacement of the equilibrium toward 

the right-hand side of the equation. With this, Niggi does not 

■ Zeitachr. anorg. Chemie, 83, p. 1 (1909). 

t loc. cit. 

I Zeitachr. anorg. Chemie, 39, 1S7 (1904). 
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agree and argues that the influence of the partial pressure of OOt 
13 inconsiderable. He cites experimental data as well as theoretical 
grounds for this belief. 

As is the case with a mixture of sodium and potassium car- 
bonates, a mixture of sodium and potassium silicates melts at a 
lower temperature than either one alone, and for this reason 
the mixture is used whenever it is desired to maintain a low 
temperature during the assay. The lead assay is an example 
and in fact is now about the only case in which it is still cus- 
tomary to use potassium carbonate in fire assayii^. 

Litharge, PbO, is a readily fusible basic flux. It acts also as an 
oxidizu^ and desulphurizing agent and on being reduced it sup- 
plies the lead necessary for the collection of the gold and silver. 
It melts at 883° C, and contains 92.8 per cent of lead. 
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Mixtures of finely pulverized litharge and silica, raiding from 
6PbD.8iOi to PbO.SiO,, begin to sinter at about 700° C. Ac- 
cording to Mostowitch* the sub-silicate, 4PbO.SiOt, is completely 
liquefied at 726°; the singulo-silicate, 2PbO, SiOt, forma a viscous 
liquid at 724° but does not flow readily until heated to 940° C. 
The bi-ailicate, PbO.SiOi, melts at 770° and eutectic nuxtures both 
lower and higher in silica fuse at lower temperatures. 
* Tr&na. A.I.M.E. W, p. 744. 
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The freezii^-poiiit curve of part of the PbO — SiOj aystem, ac- 
cording to Hilpert-Nacken,* is shown in Fig, 4. The melting- 
points of Gompounda shown do not agree exactly with those of 
Mosto witch. Compared with sodium bi-silicate, which melts 
at 1018°, the corresponding lead silicate is decidedly more fusible. 
This explains why it is customary to provide for the presence of 
litharge in almost all assay slags. 

Litharge has such a strong affinity for silica that if the crucible 
charge does aot contain enough of the latter, the acid material of 
the crucible itself will be attacked. If left long enough, a hole 
may be eaten through it. 

Litharge readily gives up its oxygen if heated with carbon, 
hydrogen, sulphur, metallic sulphides, iron, etc. It thus acts as 
an oxidizing and, in' the presence of sulphur, as a desulphurizing 
agent. Examples of these reactions are shown below: 

2PbO + C = COj + 2Pb (oxidizing), 
3PbO + Zn8 = ZnO + SOj + 3Pb (desulphurizing 
and oxidizing). 

The liberated lead is then available for the collection of the 
gold and silver. 

The reaction with carbon begins below 500° C, and is rapid at 
600". Reduction by CO starts below 200". 

Litharge begins to volatilize at 800" C, which is considerably 
below its meltiiyj-jwint. 

Lead silicates do not readily give up their lead to carbonaceous ■ 
and sulphurous reducing agents. The higher the proportion of 
sUJca, the less readily is the silicate broken up. In order that all 
the lead may be extracted it must first be set free by the use 
of a stronger basic flux. Hofmant says, " metallic iron decom- 
poses all fusible lead siUcates at a bright red heat, provided enough 
is added to form a singulo-silicate." 

Ordinarily commercial litharge contains a small amount of silver, 
varying from 0.2 ounce to 1.0 ounce or over per ton. A prac- 
tically silver-free variety is made from Missouri lead by giving 
a zinc treatment, as for the Parkes process, and then cupeling. 
It is never safe to assume, however, that litharge is silver-free until 

• Mgtallurgie 8, p. 157(1911). 

t MetaUurgy of Lead, p. 38 (1918J. 
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it has been proven bo by assay. Elach new lot received should 
therefore be carefully mixed to make it uniform, and assayed. 

Assay litharge should be free from bismuth, as this will be 
reduced during the fusion and, owing to its slow rate of oxidation, 
will concentrate in the lead during cupellation, finally giving 
irregular silver results. 

Lead in the granulated form, test lead, is used in the scorifi- 
cation assay as a collector of the precious metals and as a flux. 
When oxidized by the air of the muffle it becomes a basic flux. 
Ordinary test lead may contain more or less silver and every new 
lot should be assayed before being used. 

Test lead may be made by pourii^ molt«n lead, just above its 
freezii^-point, into a wooden box and shakii^ it violently in a 
horizontal direction just as it becomes pasty and continuing until 
it becomes solid. The Sne material is sifted out, the coarse ia 
remelted. 

Lead in the form of foil is used in the fire assay of gold, silver 
and lead bullion. Lead melts at 326° C, Like litharge it should 
be free from bismuth. 

Argols is a reducing agent and basic flux. It is a crude bitar- 
trate of potassium obtained from wine barreb, and is one of the 
beet reducit^ agents. 

Cream of tartar, KHCiHiOe, is refined bitartrate of potassium. 
Being free from sulphur it is used as a reducing ^ent in the copper 
assay. Both argols and cream of tartar break up on heatii^ as 
follows : 

2KHC4H4O6 + heat = KiO + 5H»0 + 6C0 + 2C. 
The KtO thus liberated is available as a flux. 

Charcoal, sugar, flour etc. are also reducing agents because of 
the carbon that they contain. Flour is very commonly used in 
flux mixtures and is satisfactory in every respect. 

Iron is a desulphurizing and reducing agent. When it is heated 
with the sulphides of lead, sflver, mercury, bismuth and antimony 
the sulphides are decomposed, yielding a more or less pure metal 
and iron sulphide. Copper, nickel and cobalt sulphides are 
partly reduced by iron, as would be expected from a study of the 
heats of formation of the same. 

Iron also reduces most of these metals and some others from their 
oxide combinations, as for example: 

PbO + Fe =. Pb + FeO, 
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the iron oxide formed acts aa a. basic flux. Iron decomposes all 
. fusible lead silicates by replacing the lead, thus: 

xPbO.SiO, + xFe = xFeO-SiO, + xPb. 

It should therefore always be used in the lead assay. 

It is used in the form of spikes or nails, and aometimea, es- 
pecially in -Europe, an iron crucible is employed. 

Potas^um nitrate, KNOi, commonly known as niter, is a power- 
ful oxidizii^ agent. It melte at 339" C. and fuses at a low tem- 
perature without alteration, but at a h^her temperature it breaks 
up, giving off oxygen, which oxidizes sulphur and many of the 
metals, notably lead and copper. 

It is used in the Ere assay especially to oxidize sulphides, ar- 
senides, antimooides, etc. 

If fused alone it is stable until a temperature of 530° C. is 
reached, when it begin.s to decompose, giving off oxygen. When 
it is fused with charcoal, the two b^i;in to react at about 440° C. 
The reaction between niter and carbon, according to Roscoe and 
Schoerleman, is as follows : 

4KN0j + 5C - 2K,C0j + 3C0, + 2N, 

According to the same authority, sulphur and niter react as 
follows: 

2KN0, + 2S = K^O, -I- SO, + N,. 

Niter begins to react with silica at about 460° C.,* probably 
according to the following reaction : 

4KN0, + 2SiO, = 2K,SiO, + 50i + 2Ni. 

In a charge containing a large excess of soda and litharge the 
reaction with pyrite is aa follows: 

6KN0. + 2FeS, + Na,CO» = 
Fe,0. + SKjSO* + Na^04 + CO, -H 3N,. 

Many assayers object to the use of niter because of its oxidizing 
efEect on silver. Large amounts of niter cause boiling of the 
crucible charge and necessitate careful heating to prevent loss. 
It is found to give less trouble when the crucible ia uniformly 
heated, as in the muffle, than when the charge b^ins to melt first 
at the bottom, aa in the pot>-fumace. 

• Fulton, A Manual of Fire Asaaying, p. W 
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Potassinm cyftnide, KCN, is a powerful reducing and desulphur- 
izing agent. It combines with oxygen, forming potassium cyanate, 

PbO + KCN = Pb + KCNO (reducing action), 
and also with sulphur, fonning sulphocyanide, as follows: 
PbS + KCN = Pb + KSCN. 

It is sometimes used in the lead assay and usu^y in the tin and 
bismuth assays. It is extremely poisonous, and should be handled 
with great care. It fuses at 626° C. 

Salt, NaCl, is used as a cover to exclude the air, and to wash 
the sides of the crucible and prevent small particles of lead from 
adherii^ thereto. It melts at 819° C. 

It does not enter the slag, but floats on top of it. It is often 
colored by the different metallic oxides of the charge and sometimes 
helps to distinguish assays which have become mixed in pouring. 

TABLE II, 
Assay Rbagbnts. 



NUM 


f™„,. 




Silioft 


SiO, 


Acid flux 


Glaes 


xNa,O.yCa0.«Si0, 


Acid flux 


Borax 


Na.B,O,.10H,O 


Acid flux 


Borax-^tisB 


NaiB^O, 


Acid flux 


Sodium bicarbonate 


NaHCO. 


Basic flux, desulphuriiit^ 
Basic flux, deeurphurizii^ 


Sodium carbonate 


Na.00. 


Potassium carbonate 


K/:;o, 


Litharge 


PbO 


Basic flux, desulphurizing, 

oxiditing 
Oxidizing, desulphuriting 


Potassium nitrate 


KNO. 


Argola 


KHCJI.O. + C 


Reducing agent, basic flttx 


Cream of tartar 


KHCfl-O. 


Reducing agent, basic flux 


Flour 




Reducing agent 


Charcoal 


C 


Reducing ^ent 


Uad 


Pb 


Collecting a^nt 


IroQ 


Fe 


Desulphurizing and reducing 


Potaaeium cyanide 


KCN 


Reducing and desulphurizing 

^?ent 


Salt 


NaCl 


Cover and wash 


Fluorspar 


CaF, 


Neutral flux 


Cryolite 


AlNaiF. 


Neutral flux 



Fluorqiar, CaF;, is occasionally used as a flux in fire assaying. 
Its melting-point is 1378° C. and it would, therefore, seem to be of 
doubtful value in fire assay fusions which seldom exceed 1200° C. 
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When melted it is very fluid and assists in liquefying the charge, 
although it is inert and does not ordinarily enter into chemical 
combination with the other constituents of the charge. Kar- 
andfeff* shows a melting-point curve of CaFi — CaSiO* series 
with a eutectic, containing 54 molecular per cent of CaSiOi, which 
fuses at 1128° C. 

Cryolite, AlNaaF^i is a powerful flux, commonly used in the 
manufacture of enamels and occasionally in the melting of bullion. 
It may sometimes be useful in fire assaying. Cryolite melts at 
about 1000° C. and has the property of dissolving alumina. It 
increases the coefficient of expansion of the slag. 

Fusion Products. ^ Every gold, silver or lead assay fusion, if 
the charge is properly proportioned and manipulated, should show 
two products, a lead button and, above it, a slag. Two undesir- 
able products, matte and speiss are occasionally also obtained. 
When a cover of salt is used, or if niter ia used in the assay, a 
third product will be found on top of the sohdified slag. In the 
first case this is almost entirely sodium chloride, in the latter case 
it is a mixture of the sulphates of sodium and potassium. 

The Lead Button should be bright, soft and malleable and 
should separate easily from the dag. It should contain practi- 
cally all of the gold and silver which were in the ore taken for the 
assay. 

Slag is a fusible compound of earthy or metallic oxides and 
silica or other acid constituents. Thesl^s made in fire assaying 
are usually silicates or borates of the metallic oxides contained in 
the ore and fluxes used. 

Slags should be homc^neous and free from particles of unde- 
composed ore. A good slag is usually more or less ^ussy and 
brittie. When poured, the slag should be thin and fluid and free 
from shots of lead. If too acid, it will be quite viscous and stringy, 
and the last drops will form a thread in pouring. If too basic, 
it will be lumpy and break oR short in pouring. When cold, the 
neutral or acid slag is glassy and brittle, the basic one is dull and 
stony-looking. 

Slags in the molten state are usually solutions, but in rare 
cases they may be chemical compounds. In the solid state they 
are usually either solid solutions or eutectic mixtures; occasion- 
ally they may be chemical compounds. 

* Zeitachr. anorg. Chemie, OS, p. 188 (1910). 
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Matte is an artificial sulphide of one or more of the metals, 
formed in the dry way. Id assaying it is most often encountered 
in the niter fusion of sulphide ores when the chai^ is too acid. It 
is found lying just above the lead button. It is usually blue-gray 
in color, approaching galena in composition and very brittle. 
It may form a layer of considerable thickness, or may appear 
simply as a granular coating on the upper surface of the lead but- 
ton. This matte always carries some of the gold and sOver and, 
as it is brittle, it is usually broken off and lost in the slag in the 
cleaning of the lead button. The etudent should examine the 
lead button as soon as it is broken from the slag and if any matte 
is found, he may be certain that his charge or furnace manipulations 
are wrong, 

Sfbiss is an artificial, metallic arsenide or antimonide formed 
in smelting operations. As obtained in the fire assay, it is usually 
an arsenide of iron approaching the composition of Fe^As. Oc- 
casionally the iron may be replaced by nickel or cobalt. The anti- 
mony speiss is very rare. In assaying, speiss is obtained when the 
iron method is used on ores containing arsenic. It is a hard, 
fairly tough, tin-white substance found directly on top of the 
lead and usually adhering tenaciously \a it. 

If only a small amount of arsenic is present in the ore, the speisa 
will appear as a little button lying on top of the lead; if much 
arsenic is present, the speiss will form a layer entirely covering the 
lead. It carries some gold' and silver. If only a gram or so in 
weight, it may be put into the cupel with the lead and will be oxi- 
dized there, giving up its precious metal values to the lead bath. 
A lat^ amount of speiss is very hard to deal with as it is difficult 
to scorify. The beet way is to assay again, by some other method. 
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CHAPTER II. 

FDRNACES AND FUSHACE ROOM SUPPLIES. 

Furnaces for asaaying may be divided into the two following 
classes: 

1. Cradble or Pot-Furnaces. — These are furnaces used solely 
for melting purposes, in which the crucible is in direct contact with 
the fuel or flame and the contents, therefore, more or less subject 
to the action of the products of combustion. 

2. Muffle Furnaces. — These are furnaces in which the charge 
to be heated is in a space, the muffle, apart from the fuel or prod- 
ucts of combustion. The muffle is a semi-cylindrical receptacle 
of fire-clay or other refractory material, set horizontally and so 
arranged that the fuel or products of combustion pass around and 
under it. Thus, the material to be heated is entirely separated 
from the products of combustion. 

As muffle furnaces may be used for melting purposes as well as 
for scorificatioQ and cupellation, many assayers in America use 
this type of furnace exclusively, especially in connection with soft 
coal fuel. The advantages of muffle furnaces for meltii^ are the 
greater ease and saving of time in charging and pouring, the better 
control of temperature and the better distribution of heat for 
melting purposes. Crucibles also seem to stand more heats in a 
muffle furnace than they will in pot-fumaces, probably on account 
of the slower and more uniform heating. 

Pot-fumaces have the advantage of size, so that in dealing 
with low-grade ores, for instance, a lai^er charge and crucible 
may be used than in muffle furnaces of the ordinary size. A 
higher temperature may be obtained in pot-fumaces than in 
muffles and this, occasionally, is an advantage of the pot-furnace. 

The fumaces themselves are made of fire-brick or fire-clay tile 
and may be set in an iron jacket or surrounded by common red 
brick. Fire-brick is best laid in a mortar made from a mixture 
of 2 parts ground fire-brick and 1 part fire-clay. Sometimes a 
amall amount of Portland cement is added. In any event the 
16 
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brick and'tUes should be thoroughly wet before the mortar is 
apt^ied. Finally, as little mortar as possible should be used, since 
the brickB are much harder than the solidified mortar. 

Assay furnaces are made to buru practically all kinds of gaseous, 
liquid and solid fuels. Those most commonly used are natural and 
artificial gas, gasoline, kerosene, fuel-oi], wood, charcoal, coke, 
bituminous and anthracite, coal. 

Gas is the cleanest, most easily controlled, most efficient in 
combustion and, except in the case of a natural supply, the most 
expensive fuel. When gas is used for firing, a blower is usually 
required to supply air under a low pressure. 

00 is nearly as clean and as convenient to use as gas, the effi- 
ciency of combustion is high and in localities near the oil-fields it 
may be very cheaply obtained. The calorific power of the hydro- 
carbon fuel^ils is high, about 50 per cent more than the best coals, 
which makes them particularly suited for use in isolated localities 
where freight charges are high. Gasoline is forced under pressure 
through a heated burner where it is vaporized, and the gas in- 
jected into the furnace carries with it a sufficient supply of air for 
combustion. Fuel-oil requires st«am or air under pressure to aid 
in atomizing the oil, preliminary to proper combustion. Gasoline 
and kerosene both have a heating value of about 21,000 B.t.u. 
per pound, crude petroleum about 18,500. 

Solid fuels are usually the cheapest and are therefore more ex- 
tensively used than any of the others. In isolated districts where 
coal or coke is not available, wood is occasionally used as fuel in 
assay furnaces. For this purpose the wood should be felled in 
winter and thoroi^hly air-dried for at least six months or longer, 
accordu^ to the climate. The au'-dried wood will still retain 
from 20 to 25 per cent of water and in this condition has a heating 
value of about 6000 B.t.u. per pound. Charcoal is seldom used 
in this country for assay purposes on account of the abundance 
of other fuels. 

Bituminous coal is the most satisfactory solid fuel for muffle- 
furnace firing and coke for pot-furnaces. Good soft coal has a 
calorific power of aboUt 14,500 B.t.u. per pound. It should be 
low in sulphur and the ash must not be too readily fusible. Coke 
should be hard, strong and low in sulphur, and the ash should be 
infusible at the temperature of the furnace. That is to say, it 
should be h^h in silica and alumina and low in iron, calcium, 
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magnesium and the alkalies, to prevent clinkering of the walls of 
the furnace. 

Gas and Oil vs. Solid Fuel- — Gaseous and liquid fuels have 
many advantages over solid fuels for assay purposes. Some of 
these advantages are as follows: 

1. The fire is kindled in an instant and the furnace may be 
quickly heated to the desired temperature for work. 

2. The temperature is readily controlled and may be quickly 
varied to suit the requirements of the work, 

3. A high efficiency of combustion is possible in properly de- 
signed furnaces, and ae soon as the work is completed the fuel 
supply may be shut off and fuel consumption stopped. 

4. The avoidance of labor in firing gives the assayer more time 
for other duties. 

5. The cleanliness in operation, due to absence of soUd fuel and 
ash, is obviously a great advantage in any analytical laboratory. 

On account of the expense, however, coal b much more gener- 
ally used than either oil or gas. It is easy to make a comparison 
of the costs of any of the fuels by considering the heat units. For 
instance, with soft coal at tlO per ton and gasoline at 25 cents 
per gallon, . 1 cent invested in soft coal may be said to buy 2 X 
14,500 = 29,000 B.t,u. and the same amount invested in gasoline 
to buy approximately -^ X &.0 X 21,000 = 5040 B.t.u. That is 
to say, the gasoline is over six times as expensive as the coal on 
the basis of heat units, and for steady runnir^ this may be taken 
to be approximately correct. However, for a small amount of 
work, a gasohne furnace may be cheaper to run even with the cost 
of fuel as above assumed, for the small furnace is quickly heated 
and as soon as the work is completed the oQ supidy may be shut off 
and the expense stopped, while a coal furnace takes much longer 
to heat and then must be allowed to bum out after the work is 
completed. 

Coal Furnaces. — This type of furnace is used in many of the 
large custom and smelter assay offices in this country. 

The furnace may be built either with a tile or fire-brick hning. 
The tile lining is more easily set up, but whether or not it is as 
durable as a properly constructed fire-brick lining is open to 
question. The outside of the furnace is usually laid up with com- 
mon hard-burned red brick. If the furnace is to be lined with 
fire-brick several rows of " headers " should be left to hold the 
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lining securely in place. The furnace is held together with angle- 
irons, stays and tie-rods. 



Fig. 6.— Twin double'inufBe soft eoal furnace. 

A great improvement in the construction of these furnaces may 
be made by introducing a single course of insulating brick between 
the fire-brick and the red brick. The use of these brick permits 
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a quicker heatii^ of the furnace, affords a considerable economy m 
fuel and provides a much inore comfortable working place, be- 
cause of a large reduction in the heat losses due to radiation. 



Fia. 6.— Longitudinal section of double-muffle soft coal furnace. 

In Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are shown front elevation, longitudinal and 

transverse sections of twin double-muffle soft coal furnaces 
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UBing NN muffles. In Fig. 5 is also shown an iroD-topped pour- 
ii^ table with sla^ing-anvils made of sections of 8t«ei rails. The 



Fra. 7. — ']>aiisTerBe section of double-muffle soft oo&l fumaoe. 

operator stands between the table and the furnace when working 
at the furnace, and on the other side of the table when hammering 
out his lead buttons. Insulating brick is used in the construo- 
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tion of these furnaces, and the sj^tem of bonding the wall with 
" headers " is shown in the sections. 

In the furnace, as ordinarily constructed, the muffles are sup- 
ported by " jamb " bricks projecting from the aides. When these 
are used, it is well to leave a hole or loose brick on the outside of 
the furnace, to facilitate the removal of the stubs when these 
bricks become broken off and the ends slagged in. Fulton recom- 
mends using long tiles which meet in the center, thus giving 
better support for the muffle. He claims a prolonged life for 
the muffle with this arrangement. The writer has found the 
Scotch Gartcraig brick to outlast 3 or 4 best American fire-brick 
for muffle supports. Another method of supporting muffles in 
furnaces of this type is by the use of iron pipes or castings which 
extend directly across the furnace and through which coolii^ 
water is circulated. 

These furnaces occupy a floor space of approximately 3i by 
4 feet. They are built in a variety of sizes; those taking NN, 
QQ and UU muffles are the sizes most commonly used. The 
NN muffle is lOi by 19 by 6i inches outeide, the QQ is 12i by 
19 by 7J and the UU is 14 by 19 by TJ mches outside. 

Each NN muffle will hold twelve 20-^ram, or eight 30- 
gram crucibles, aUowing in each case for a row of empty crucibles 
in front to act as warmers, while the QQ muffle will hold fifteen 20- 
gram, or twelve 30-gram crucibles, also aUowing for a row of 
empty crucibles in front. 

The furnaces are best arranged to be fired from the rear, al- 
though they may be arrai^ed to be fired from the front or sides. 
The flue makes off from near the front of the furnace, thus tend- 
ing to heat the muffle uniformly throughout its entire length. It 
should be from one-sixth to one-eighth the grate area. 

The stack for one of the furnaces will need to be at least 20 feet 
high and possibly higher, depending largely on the character of 
the coal. It should not be built directly on the furnace but may 
be placed directly over the furnace if supported by arches and cast- 
iron columns, or it may be put to one side of the furnace and in 
this case will extend down to the ground. When the stack is 
supported independently of the furnace it allows the furnace to 
expand and contract with less danger of cracking and also permits 
of tearii^ down and rebuilding the fimiace without mterfering 
with the stack. 
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With long-flame coal these furnaces are best fired with a rather 
thin bed of fuel, say 6 inches. The sequence of firing will con- 
sist, first, of running the slice bar along the entire length of the 
grate in one or two places and lifting up the fire to break up any 
large cakes and thus allow free passage of air through the fire, 
second, of pushing the well coked coal forward with the hoe and, 
third, of adding 1 or 2 shovels of fresh coal near the firing door. 
As this coal is heated it begins to coke and the gas given off passes 
over the white-hot coal of the fire and is there mixed with heated 
air. This results in a free draft and good volume of hot fiame. 
If instead of being added near the firing door the fresh coal is 
spread all over the fire it will quickly cake and tend to smother 
the fire by shutting off the draft. 

It is not necessary to use the slice bar every time, but only 
when the fire is tightly caked or after a long run when the grate 
is covered with clinkers. 

The temperature of the muffle may be regulated at will by ma- 
nipulating the draft- and firing-doors. For instance, after a batch 
of cupels have started, the draft may be closed and the firing- 
door opened, to admit cold air above the fire and quickly cool the 
muffles to any required degree. 

Soft coal furnaces have the advant^e of simphcity and low 
initial cost. They burn from 40 to 50 pounds of good bituminous 
coal an hour. 

Wood Furnaces. — Wood-burning furnaces are made with 
single and double muffles and are much like the soft coal furnaces 
except that a larger firebox and grate are used. Wood is usually 
sawed in 2-foot lengths and with dry wood the muffle may be 
easUy heated sufficiently for assaying. Hard wood is much to 
be preferred as it does not bum out as rapidly, but almost any 
kind of dry wood may be used. 

The large firebox and the grate, which is set about 8 inches 
below the bottom of the fire-door are the principal dbtinguishing 
characteristics of a wood-burning assay furnace. 

Coke Furnaces. — Coke is still used to a considerable extent in 
pot-furnaces, but for muffle-furnace fuel it is fast falling into 
disuse, at least in this country. 

Compared with the soft-coal muffle furnace, the coke furnace 
has the advantage that it can be more quickly heated to a cupel- 
ing temperature and that it requires less frequent stoking. On 
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the other hand it is harder to regulate the temperature, espe- 
cially to cool it off quickly when cupeling; the stoking is harder 
work and in moat localities the fuel cost per assay is higher. 

The great advantage of the coke pot-furnace is the very high 
temperature which may be obtained and the fact that, even 
though the crucibles boil over or eat through, no harm is done 
to the furnace. Coke furnaces should be supplied with an espe- 
cially good quality of fuel. If the ash tends to melt, the walls 
quickly become covered with clinkers and are bound to be more 
or less damped when these are removed. 



Fia. 8.— Gasoline furnace outfit. 

Gasoline Furnaces. — A gasoline furnace outfit consists of a 
furnace, which may be either a muffle, crucible or combination of 
the two, a burner with piping, etc., and a gasoline tank with 
pump. The tank for a small assay office, is an ordinary tinned- 
steel pressure tank equipped with a hand pump, pressure-gage 
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and the necessary piping connections. Theee range from 2 to 15 
gallons capacity. 

A complete gasoline furnace outfit is shown in Fig. 8. This is a 
combination crucible and muffle furnace made in several sizes 
ran^g in capacity from 6F or 4G crucibles to lOF or 6G crucibles. 
In the illustration the crucible compartment is shown open al- 
though, of course, when actually in use, it is closed with special 
fire-clay covers. The muffle is situated directly above the cru- 
cible chamber. The advantage of this type of furnace is that 
fusions may be started within fifteen minutes after the heat is 
turned on, and while the fusions are in progress the muffle is 
heating. At the end of two rounds of fusions, the muffle is hot 
enoi^h for cupellation. 

The burners are usually constructed of special bronze alloys 
capable of withstanding oxidation at h^ temperatures. They 
consist of a filtering chamber for purifying the gasoline, a gener- 
ating chamber where the gasoline is vaporized, a generating pan 
and valve for the initial heating of the burner, a spraying nozzle 
and valve through which the gasoline vapor is injected into the 
furnace and a mixing chamber where the proper amount of air for 
combustion is mixed with the gas. From the filter the gasoline 
passes around the interior of the burner face, the generating 
chamber, where it is heated by the heat radiated from the furnace 
and vaporized, so that once the furnace is under way the genera- 
ting burner may be shut off. Gasoline is supplied to the burner 
under a pressure of from 20 to 50 pounds per square inch. 

The great object to be sought and one of the hardest to attain 
in any gasoline furnace is an even distribution of heat. Another 
objectionable feature in many gas and gasoline furnaces is the poor 
draft through the muffle. Owing to the fact that the pressure in- 
side the furnace is slightly greater than that of the atmos- 
phere there is a great tendency for the products of combustion to 
work back through the hole in the rear of the muffle, thus to a 
lai^ extent excluding the air and unduly prolonging cupellation 
or scorification. 

In operating a gasoline burner care should be taken to see that 
combustion takes pdace only in the furnace. All burners have 
more or less tendency to back-iire, that is for the flame to jump 
back and remain in the mixing chamber. If this ia allowed to 
continue, the burner gets so hot that the metal oxidizes and then 
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it is only a matter of a short time before it 18 entirely destroyed. 
Every furaace should be provided with a shut-off valve between 
the burner and the gasoline tank. When it is desired to shut off 
the furnace, close thia valve, letting the burner continue as long 
as any pressure is left and never entirely close the burner valves. 
The valve st«ni or needle is of steel and the seat is of bronze, and 
owing to the different rat«s of expansion of these metals, the valve 
is injured if these are left in close contact when the burner is cool- 
ing, Thb precaution is especially to be observed when the burner 
is provided with the ordinary needle valve, as when this opening 
is once enlarged the efBciency of the burner is destroyed. 

Gas Furnaces. — Gas furnaces are used in some assay offices, 
especially where p natural gas supply is available. Where artifi- 
cial gas has to be used this type of furnace proves decidedly ex- 
pensive, if used for any considerable amount of work. As the 
gas is not usually under sufficient pressure to carry in its own 
supply of air for combustion, these furnaces are customarily 
supplied with air from a blower, which adds to the expense and 
difficulty of the furnace operation. 

Fuel-Oil Furnaces. — When a cheap oil supply ia available, 
oil is an ideal fuel for assay furnaces. Fuel-oil and kerosene can- 
not be vaporized in the burner as they deposit carbon when heated 
and thus clog the passages. Consequently, to ensure complete 
combustion, the oil must be thrown into the furnace in as fine a 
state of mechanical subdivision as possible. This is accomplished 
by atomizing the oil with a jet of air or steam. 

The air for atomizing the oil may be supplied, (1), by a h^- 
speed motor-driven fan giving a large volume of air at a pressure 
of from 6 to 14 ounces; (2), by a positive pressure blower giving 
a pressure of from 1 to 5 pounds; or (3), directly from a compres- 
sor. In the last case, the air is reduced to any desired pressure 
by a suitable regulating valve. 

The burner used must be designed to operate properly with 
air at the available pressure. Therefore, there are low-, medium- 
and high-pressure burners. The high-pressure systems are noisy 
and therefore objectionable from this standpoint, as well as be- 
cause of the large amount of power required. The low-pressure 
burner, operating usually at 6 or 8 ounces air pressure makes very 
little noise and requires a comparatively small amount of power. 
It is said, moreover, to use less oil and to cause less damage 
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to the furnace, and is therefore moat conunonly used. A section 
of a low-pressure oil burner ia shown in Fig. 9. This burner 
ia adjustable for oil and air so that a wide range of tempera- 
ture variation is available. The oil is introduced through the 
central channel and the quantity admitted is r^ulated by a 
needle valve. The oil channel terminates in an enlarged orifice 
throi^h which the oil is discharged in a thin, circular film. It 
is caught by a rotating air blast and discharged from the nozzle 



Fto. 9. — Low pressure oil burner, sectional view. 

as a fine mist. Air for atomizing passes through the cone and 
18 given a whirling motion by fins which project from it. Extra 
air for combustion passes in around the outside of the cone, 
which is operated from the side by means of a rack and pinion, 
and may be completely shut off by moving the cone out as far as 
it will go. 

Any fuel-oil lighter than 18° Baum^ at 60° F. may be used in 
these burners with gravity feed and only a few feet of head. A 
heavier oil may be used if heated, although in this case a pressure 
feed may be desirable. The oil consumption for assay furnaces 
runs from 1§ to 2J gallons per hour, dependent on the size of 
furnace and grade of oil. 
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The muffle type of furnace is commonly used both for ftisions 
and cupellations. The furnace proper may be considered to 
consist of three parts; a combustion chamber where the oil is 
ignited, a muffle chamber which contains the muffle and where 
combustion is completed, and the damper block which contains 
the dampers for controlling the atmosphere in the muffle and the 
flow of gases through the furnace. The combustion chamber 
serves to protect the muffle from the intense direct heat of the 
flame and is lined with removable tiles. Between it and the 
muffle is a heavy fire-clay plate which serves as a support for 
the muffle and protects it from the flame. By adjusting the 
dampers, either an oxidizing or reducing atmosphere may be 
obtained in the muffle. 

Care of Muffles. — Muffles are expensive, and care should be 
taken to make them la^t as long as possible. They are subject to 
injury by corrosion due to basic reagents, principally Utharge, 
and by cracking, due to sudden changes of temperature. Care 
should be taken, particularly in the ease of oil fiunaces, to bring 
the heat up slowly so that all parts of the furnace may become 
heated gradually. To prevent injury by corrosion try to avoid ac- 
cidental spilling, and so proportion the size of crucibles to the 
charges that boiling over ia impossible. Cupels should weigh 
20 per cent more than the button to be cupeled in order to pre- 
vent litharge from running through and on to the muffle floor. 
Cracking due to changes of temperature is much more rapid when 
the inside of the muffle is glazed. This is due to the different 
rates of expansion of the glazed and unglazed parts. 

When any lead or slag is spilled in the muffle, or a fusion is 
found to haVe eaten throi^h its container, the muffle must be 
quickly scraped out and the spot well covered with bone-ash. 
The bone-ash absorbs the litharge and forms a thick paste with 
the slag so that it can be easily cleaned out with a scraper. It is 
well to keep a thin layer of bone-ash in the muffle at all times. 

When not in use the drafta and muffle doors should be kept 
closed, and at the end of the day the furnace should be allowed 
to cool down slowly. 

Furnace Repairs. — Fire-clay usually forms the basis of mor- 
tars used in furnace construction and repairs, as lime mortar 
and hydraulic cement are not suitable for use with masonry ex- 
posed to high temperatures. Fire-clay is a clay containing only 
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very small amouote of iron, lime, magnesia and the alkali oxidee. 
It forms a more or less plastic and sticky mortar; on heating it 
loses its moisture and plasticity and the mortar hardens. 

All clays shrink more or less on drying and burning, and to 
prevent this as far as possible, as well as to make the mortar 
strong, a certain amount of crushed fire-brick or sand should be 
added. Ouahed fire-brick is better than sand owing to ite porous 
and irr^ular shaped grains, as these give a better mixture with 
the clay and a stronger cement. 

A good mortar for general use around assay furnaces is made 
with a mixture of 2 parts fire-brick ground through 12-me^ and 
1 part fire-clay. A small amoimt of Portland cement or mold- 
ii^ clay, say not over ^ part, will cause the mixture to adhere 
better and make the mortar harder when set. For work at veiy 
h^ temperatures the Portland cement must be omitted as it 
acts as a flux for the other materials and causes the whole to 
melt. 

All mortars should be made up dry and thoroughly mixed be- 
fore the required amount of water is added. The water should 
be thoroughly mixed in and the mortar should be sticky and of 
the right consistency. It is well to mix the mortar several hours 
before using. When bricks are being laid or repairs made about 
a furnace, the bricks and brickwork should be thoroughly wet 
before the mortar is applied, as otherwise the bricks absorb so 
much water that the mortar does not form a good bond with 'them. 

In laying fire-bricks, as little mortar as possible should be used 
as the bricks are always harder than even the best of mortar. 
The mortar should be made to fill every crevice. The best way 
to attain this is to put an extra amount of fairly thin mortar on 
the wet brick and then drive or force it firmly into place, allow- 
ing the excess mortar to squeeze out. 

The ash from many coals is quite readily fusible and results in 
the formation of clinkers and accretions on the sides of the furnace, 
especially just above the grate. When the furnace is cold these 
adhere very tenaciously to the walls of the furnace and when 
they are broken off, pieces of the brick are removed with them. 
To remove these accretions with the least possible dam^e to the 
furnace cut them off with a chisel bar just after a hot fire has been 
drawn. 

In putting in a new muffle, first remove the old one with the 
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mortar that held it, also any clinkers which would interfere with 
the working of the furnace. Patch the lining of the furnace if 
neceesary and see that the bricks or other supports for the muffle 
are in place and in good condition. After trying the muffle to 
see that it rests properly on the supports, remove it, sponge over 
the brickwork where the mortar is to come in contact with it, 
place some rather thick mortar on each of the supports and re- 
place the muffle. See that it rests evenly on the different sup- 
ports and on the front wall of the furnace. The muffle should be 
level or slope slightly toward the front end. Fill up the space 
between the muffle and the front wall of the furnace with some 
rather thick mortar, working from both inside and outside of 
the furnace. This outside joint should be finished up neatly 
with the aid of a trowel. It is best to allow the furnace to dry 
for a day or two if possible, but if necessary it may be used as 
Boon as finished by heating up slowly. 

For patching the linings of furnaces use the mixture recom- 
mended for general use or try the following which is recommended 
by Lodge. Fire-brick throi^h 12-mesh 7 parts; Portland cement 
2 parts, fire-clay 1 part. Put this on as dry as possible and it 
will make a patch almost as hard as the original brick. 

Cracked and broken muffles may be made to last much loiter 
if patched with one of the above-mentioned mixtures. 

Metallurgical Clay Goods. 

Under the caption, " Metallurgical Clay Goods, " are included 
muiHes, crucibles, scorifiers, roasting-dishes, annealing cups etc. 
These embrace many of the most important utensils of the assayer 
and upon their good properties much of his success depends. 
Fire-clay is the only material which answers the double purpose 
of satisfactory service and inexpensive construction. Refrac- 
tory clay or fire-clay, as it is commonly called, is a clay which will 
stand exposure to a high temperature without melting or becom- 
ing, in a sensible degree, soft or plastic. 

All claya contract both upon drying and upon burning and this 
leads to more or less warping and cracking of the finished product. 
To prevent this shrinkage as far as possible and also to add strength 
to the finished article it is eustomary to add a certain amount of 
sand or well-bumed clay to the mixture. Burned clay is usually 
preferred to sand for this purpose, not only because its rough por- 
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one grains give a better bond with the fire-clay and make a atroi^r 
cement, but also because it makes an article which is leas readily 
corroded by assay slags and fusion products. The intermix- 
ture of coarse grains of burned clay also helps in that it makes 
a product better able to withstand sudden changes in tempera- 
ture. 

The exact proportions of raw and burned clay used by any 
manufacturer are carefully guarded trade secrets and depend, 
of course, very much on the clay used as well as on the article to 
be manufactured. The larger the article the more care must be 
taken to prevent warpit^ and cracking. Usually however, the 
proportion of raw to burned clay will he between the limits of 
1 to 1 and 1 to 2. 

Muffles. — Muffles may be made of a variety of materials, 
but for assay purposes fire-clay muffles are used exclusively. They 
are made in s great variety of sizes and shapes. However, when 
crucible fusions are to be made in the muffle, a nearly rectangular 
cross-section is preferred, as this gives a muffle of almost uniform 
height without any appreciable waste space. 

Muffles, as well as other fire-clay ware, should be stored in a 
warm, dry place and should be heated and cooled slowly and uni- 
formly. The life of a muffle is also much influenced by the way 
it is supported. 

Crucibles. — Assay crucibles are made either of a mixture of 
raw and burned clay or of a mixture of sand and clay, the first 
being known as clay or fluxing crucibles and the second as sand 
crucibles. The raw clay is finely ground, mixed' with the right 
proportion of coarser particles of sand or burned clay and water, 
and the whole well kneaded and compressed in molds of the proper 
shape. 

Good crucibles should have the following properties : 

1. Ability to withstand a high temperature without softening. 

2. Strength to stand handling and shipping without breaking. 

8. AbUity to stand sudden changes of temperature without 
cracking. 

4. AbUity to withstand the chemical action of the substances 

fused in them. 

5. Impermeability to the substances fused in them and to the 

products of combustion. 
Of course it is impossible to get any one crucible which will 



i.y Google 



32 A TEXTBOOK OF FIRE ASSAYING 

possees all of the above good properties to a high degree. For 
instance if a crucible is to be made as nearly impermeable as possi- 
ble, it will be made of veiy fine-grained material and tightly com- 
pressed. Such a crucible, however, will not stand handlii^ or 
sudden changes of temperature as well as one made with a skele- 
ton of coarser material. Furthermore the manner and tempera- 
ture of burning has much to do with the ability of crucibles to 
stand handling and shipping. A fairly hard-burned crucible will 
be stronger and less likely to be broken in handling, but on the 
other hand it will not stand sudden change of temperature as 
well as a soft-bumed crucible. Crucibles made of clay contain- 
ing little uncombined silica and of burned clay of the same nature 
will stand a high temperature and chemical corrosion much better 
than those made of sand and clay or of clay containii^ much free 
silica. 

Crucibles are tested for resistance to chemical corrosion by 
actual service and also by fusing litharge in them and noting the 
time it takes to eat through. To make a test of this sort which is 
of any value, care must be taken to see that the temperature, 
the quantity of litharge and all other conditions are the same for 
the crucibles being tested. A crucible may be tested for its 
permeabUity to liquids by filling it with water and noting the 
time it takes before it becomes moist on the outside. 

Crucibles come in a great variety of shapes 'and sizes. Those 
most commonly used for assaying may be classified into two 
groups as follows : 

Pot-Fumace Crucibles. — These are comparatively slim, heavy 
walled crucibles with practically no limit as to height. The base 
is small, so that they may be forced down into the fuel and for 
this reason they are easily tipped over and are not suitable for 
muffle work. The sizes most used are the E, F, G, H, J and K. 
Crucibles of the same designation but made by different manu- 
facturers vary considerably in capacity. The approximate ca- 
pacity of some of the pot-fumace crucibles is shown in the follow- 
ing table: 
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TABLE III. 
Capacttieb of Pot-Fdrnacb Crucibles. 





E 


F 


G 


H 


I 


' 


K 


'Batteraea 


ISOcc 

180 c.c 


210 c.c. 
240 c.c. 


300 c.c. 

400 c.c. 


420 C.C. 


530 c.c. 


600 c.c. 
685 c.c. 


750 C.C. 


*" 





' Made by the Moi^an Crucible Co., London, England. 
' Made by the Denver Fire Clay Co., Denver, Colorado. 

Mu£9e Crucibles. — These are made with a broader base so 
that they may stand securely on the floor of the muffle, and are 
usually not more than 4 inches high. Muffle cmciblea are desig- 
nated by gram capacity, the 10-, 15-, 20- and 30-gram sizes being 
most frequently used. The nimabers are intended to indicate 
the grams of ore-charge which the crucibles will take. They are 
usually generously proportioned, so that often an assay-ton of ore 
(29.166 grams) may be treated in a 20^am crucible. The ap- 
proximate capacity of the more important muffle crucibles is 
shown in the followii^ table: 

TABLE IV. 
CAPAcirr OP MnPFLB Fuknack CRtrctBLEa. 



C™jibl.d«idBtutir.ii 


Sfm. 


Mfm. 


...=. 


n^. 


»^. 


30(01. 


Denver 


70 C.C. 
70 C.C. 


100 c.c. 
100 c.c. 


140 c.c. 


160 c.c. 
135 c.c. 


190 c.c. 

190 c.c. 




Battersea 


260 C.C. 



Scoiiflers. — These are shallow fire-clay dishes used in the 
scorification assay of gold and silver ores. They should be 
smooth on the inside, dense and impermeable to lead and slag 
and should be composed so as to withstand, as much as possible, 
the corrosive action of litharge. Scorifiers are designated by 
their outside diameters. Of the lai^e number of sizes made, 
the following are the most commonly used: 2 J inches, 2J inches, 
2J inches, 3 inches, 3i inches. The Bartlett seorifier is shal- 
lower than the regular one and was designed for the treatment 
of heavy sulphide ores containing considerable metaUic im- 
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purities. Scorifiers should be made of clay containing a mini- 
mum of uncombined silica, aa the scorifier slags are usually very 
basic. Particularly when they contain copper, they attpck the 
silica of a scorifier with avidity, and one with a siliceous skeleton 
may become perforated and allow its contents to escape to the 
floor of the muffle, thos spoiling the assay and injuring the muffle. 

FDRHACE TOOLS. 

The more important furnace tools consist of crucible, scorifier, 

cupel and annealing cup toi^, cupel rakes and shovels, muffle 

scrapers and spatulas and the various pouring molds, cupel and 

annealing cup trays, hammers, slE^gii^ forceps, anvils etc. 



Fig. 10. — Crucible tongs for use in muffle. 



Flo. 11. — Crucible tongs for uae in coke pot-furnace. 



Fio. 12. — Crucible tongs for use in gaeoline melting-furnace. 

Crodble Tongs. — Two types of crucible tongs are in common 
use, those which grasp the body of the crucible and those which 
grip the top edge of the crucible inside and out. In Fig. 10 is 
shown a pair of crucible tongs of the first type, suited for, use in 
a laboratory where the fusions are made in the muffle. Thirty 
inches is a convenient length for these tongs. Figure 11 illus- 
trates a good strong pair of the second type of tongs, especially 
'suited for coke pot-furnace work. These may be made some- 
what shorter, say 26 inches long. Figure 12 shows a Ughter con- 
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struction <rf the seccKid type fw use in gaaoline melting-furnaces 
and in muffle work. These should be about 30 inches long. A 
combination of these two types of tcoigs is listed by most supply 
houses, but is (tf little practi<»l use as it cannot be used in a mujBBe 
full oi crucibles to grasp the body 
of the crucible, owing to its shape, 
and neither is it as satisfactory as 
the oae illustrated in F^. 12 for 
use in gasoline melting-furnaces. 
Another convenient tool for crucible 
furnace work is shown in Fig. 13. 
This is known as a chaining fork. 
It consists of a fork-shaped piece 
of steel, which fits the crucible about 
midway, mounted on the end of a 
long rod. This is used principally 
for charging and occasionally for 
pourii^; 46 to 48 inches is a con- 
venient length. 

Scoiifier Tongs. — Several differ- 
ent designs of scorifier tongs are 
employed, the first and <ddest being 
shown in Fig. 14. The curved fork 
fits the bottom of the scorifier 
while the long arm extends across 
the top. These are preferably 
made of f by iJ inch steel and 
should be about 30 inches long. 
They may be flattened enough at 
the bend to give the right degree 
of spring. Several different sizes 
should be supplied to handle the 
different sizes of scorifiers, although 
a pair made with a space of If 
inches between the tv?o members of ^^ 

the fork will handle 2^, 2J and 3 inch scorifiers perfectly. The 
form of crucible tongs illustrated in Fig. 12 is also occasionally 
used for handling scorifiers. With these, scorifiers may be lifted 
from the rear of the muffle without disturbing those in front. They 
are convenient in that one pair of toi^ will fit any size of scorifier. 
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Cupel Toi^. — A good form 6f cupel tongs is illustrated in 
F^. 15. It may be made of half-inch half-round stock and should 
be about 30 inches long. It is best to curve the points of these 
tongs to conform to the cupel, so that if the operator happens 
to grasp a cupel below its center of gravity it cannot turn over and 
spill the contents. For handling a large niltnber of cupels at one 
time, a cupel shovel of light weight iron is often used. Thi^ 
may be made of any convenient width and from 24 to 30 inches 
long. The cupels are moved on or off the shovel with a rake or 
rabble of the same width. . 



D 



Fia. 16. — Cupel ton^. 



€ 



Fi<3. 10. — Annealing cup tongs. 

Annealing and Parting Cup Tongs. — A pair of tongs arranged 
to handle annealing cups is shown in Fig. 16. They should be 
made so that when closed they fit the cup somewhat above its 
center. When a large number of annealings are to be done at 
one time the cups may be placed in some form of clay dish and 
all put in the muffle together. 



Fig. 17.— Muffle scraper. 



Fig. 18— Muffle spatula. 

Huffle Scrapers and Spatulas. — The muffle scraper, as its 
name implies, is a tool intended for the prompt removal of any- 
thing spilled upon the floor of the muffle. A muffle spatula is a 
long rod of say J inch iron, fiattened at the end. It is useful in 
spreading bone-ash over a slaved spot in the muffle, as well as 
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in addii^ reagents, etc., to crucibles and scorifiers already in the 

mufQe. In Fige. 17 and 18 are shown a muffle scraper and spatula. 

Molds. — Various forma of molds to receive the molten charge 

are in use. They are usually made of cast iron and should be 



Flo. 19. — Four-hole crucible moid. 

machined on the inner surface. For crucible fusions, the writer 
prefers one having a fairly sharp (50°) conical cavity holding about 
60 cubic centimeters and with a sightly rounded bottom. In Fig. 



Fm. 20. — Cupel tray holding 16 cupeb. 

19 is shown a four-hole mold of this description. This leaves the 
lead button in good shape for pounding and permits a good separa- 
tion of lead and slag. Some assayers prefer a solid block mold 
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with a conical cavity, claiming that the fusions cool more rapidly. 
A mold of this type, however, is heavier to handle and more expen- 
sive. If a muffle full of crucibles is poured at one time, it will be 
found that those first poured are ready for sieging almost imme- 
diately, even if the lighter molds are used. 



Fig. 21. — Clay dish holding 24 anneahng cupe. 

For SGorification fusions, molds with smaller cavities are used. 
They are made with spherical or with flatly-coned cavities and 
both types are satisfactory, A convenient form of mold is one 
in which the number of cavities equals the number of scorifiers 
which the muffle will hold. 

Cupel Trays, etc. — A convenient cupel tray is illustrated in 
Fig. 20. A clay dish for annealing is shown in Fig. 21, Any 
form of hammer will serve for slagging the buttons, but one with 
a round section is preferable. Ten-inch forceps are satisfactory 
both for holding buttons while slagging and for removing the 
nails from iron-nail fusions. 
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CHAPTER III. 
0R£ SAMPLING. 

A sample is a small amount which contains all the components 
in the proportions in which they occur in the original lot. 

Object. — The object of sampling an ore is to obtain, for 
chemical or mechanical tests, a small amount which shall con- 
tain all the minerals in the same proportion as the original lot. 
In the subsequent discussion the word " sample " will be taken to 
mean that fraction which is taken to represent the whole, .whether 
or not it does so. The compound words correct-sample, 
representative-sample, true-sample, will be u^ed to represent the 
ideal conditions. 

In the intelligent operation of a mine or metallurgical plant, 
it is necessary to sample and assay continually. In most mines, 
the different faces of ore are sampled every day. In concen- 
trating plants, it is customary to sample the products of every 
machine at frequent and regular .intervals, to ascertain whether 
the machine is doing the work expected of it. In smelters, it is 
necessary to sample and assay every lot of ore, as well as fluxes 
and fuels, in order to calculate a charge which will run properly 
in the furnace. The slag, flue dust and metallic products must 
also be sampled and assayed, with a view to maintaining control 
of the operations. In lixiviation plants, the ore and tailings, 
as well as the solutions, must be sampled in order that the daily 
work of the plant may be controlled and checked. In fact, 
careful sampling and assaying cannot be disregarded, and are 
becomii^ more and more important every day as the grade of ore 
decreases and the margin of profit becomes less. 

The assayer will usually have the major part of the sampling 
done for him, but he is expected to know how to do it when called 
upon. He usually has to prepare only the final sample, but will 
occasionally receive lots of 10 to 100 or more pounds to assay, in 
which case he will have to do his own sampling. The following 
discussion will deal principally with the assay laboratory problems 
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of samplii^; the question of mine samplmg is entirely omitted, 
but methods used in sampling mills are briefly reviewed for the 
sake of completeness. 

Methods. — The question of ore sampUi^ is probably the 
moat complicated of all sampling problems, because of the great 
variety of constituents and the lack of uniformi<;y in their distri- 
bution throughout the whole mass. It is obvious that, however 
we may proceed, the problem is to select a method, such that 
every particle of our non-homogeneous mixture, the ore, shall 
have nearly the same chance of being included in the sample. 
Several methods may be followed to secure this result and, aaaum- 
ing the ore to have had a preliminary crushing, the available 
methods are : 

1. Random selection 

2. Selection by rule 

3. Mixing and cutting 

The first two are rough, preliminary methods generally known 
as " grab-sampling." The last is capable of mathematical pre- 
cision and may be repeated through all stages of the sampling 
process. It is the only method which should be used when an 
exact sample of the precious metal ores is desired. Iron ores are 
so uniform that " grab-sampling " is likely to yield satisfactory 
results. 

When it is considered that the final sample for chemical analy- 
sis usually weighs only half a gram and for fire assay somewhat 
less than 15 grams, and that each must truly represent from 1 to 5 
carloads of ore weighing from 50 to 250 tons, the enormous prac- 
tical difficulties of the problem may be appreciated. 

Precise sampling may usually be considered to consist of three 
distinct operations, repeated as many times as necessary. These 
operations are crushing, mixing and cutting. The cutting gives 
a sample and a reject. By a repetition of the three operations the 
sample may be further reduced until it haa reached the desired 
weight. 

The whole science of ore sampling depends primarily on a 
correct knowledge of the proper relation between the maximum 
size of the ore particles and the weight of the sample taken. The 
problem to be solved in each case is somewhat as follows: when 
a particular ore has been crushed to a certam size, how small a 
sample is it safe to take from this and still keep within the limit 
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of allowable error? It is necessary to know the ore, the limit of 
allowable error, and the mathematical principles involved. 

Samplinf^ is classed as hand sampling when the mixing and cut- 
tii^ down is done by men with shovels, and as machine sampling 
when it is done by some form of automatic machine. 

Commercial Considerations. — The most certain method of 
obtaining a representative sample of a lot of ore would be to crush 
the whole to 100-, 120-me5h or finer, mbt it thoroi^hly and then 
cut down to the desired weight. This method can be followed for 
small amounts of a pound or so, but in the case of large lots it 
would entail too much labor and would usually unfit the ore for 
future treatment. The method generally adopted is a compro- 
mise and consists in crushing the whole lot to a certain predeter- 
mined maximum size and then taking out a certain fraction as a 
sample. This sample is again crushed to a smaller size and cut 
down as before, and this process repeated until finally the assay 
sample is obtained. 

The care which is required in sampling, as well as the size to 
which a lot of ore or other material must be crushed before a 
sample is taken, depends upon the value and uniformity of com- 
position of the material. The more uniform it is, the smaller 
may be the sample taken after crushing to any particular size. 
For instance, in the case of a solid piece of galena containing sil- 
ver uniformly distributed as an isomorphous silver sulphide, a 
piece may be broken off anywhere, and after being crushed, wiD 
give a lot of ore which is truly a sample of the piece. If, however, 
the specimen is not solid galena, but is made up of galena and 
limestone, the silver still being contained in the galena, it will 
be necessary to crush the whole lot to a uniformly fine size be- 
fore taking out a fractional part for a sample. Furthermore, 
it will readily be seen that the greater the difference in the grade 
of the different minerals in the ore, the finer the ore must be 
crushed before a sample of a given size should be taken from it. 

Since ores are never perfectly uniform in composition, a cer- 
tain amount of crushing is evidently necessary in every case. 
To determine the amount of crushing it is important to consider 
the commercial side of the question, that is, to determine how 
far it will pay to go' with the process. Evidently a mistake of 
1 per cent in the iron contents of a carioad of iron ore worth 
S3 a ton is less serious than the sa<ue percentage error in the 
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copper contents of a car of copper ore worth $50 a ton. There- 
fore it may be seen, that it will pay the seller or buyer of the 
copper ore to go to more paina and expense in the sampling of 
the ore, than if he were dealing with the less valuable iron ore. 
The commercial conditions are met when the ultimate sample 
obtained comes within an allowable limit of error, usually 1 per 
cent, of the ideal or true figure, provided also that it has been 
obtained without undue delay and at a reasonable cost. 

PRINCIPLES OF SAHPLIHO. 

VaiTing Relation at Size of Sample to Maximum Particle. — 
Every ore-sampling operation is in effect a laboratory experiment 
in probability, and the variation of any portion or sample-of a lot 
from the average composition of the whole may be considered 
to be due to the excess or deficit of one or more particles of the 
ore. 

The effect upon the results will be greatest when the piece or 
pieces which are in excess or deficit are of the largest size, great- 
est specific gravity and greatest variation in quality from the 
average. 

Disregarding for the moment the last two of these factors and 
supposing the ore particles to be approximately uniform in size, 
it is evident that the sample must contain so many particles that 
one additional particle of the richest mineral would cause prac- 
tically no variation in the value. This means that the sample of 
the ordinary ore must contain a very large number of particles 
500,000 in some cases, 5,000,000 in others. 

Having determined how many particles of the ore it is necessary 
to include in the sample, and assuming the different minerals to 
be entirely detached from one another, it would be fair to take 
such a weight of ore aft«r each reduction as would contain this 
established number of particles. Or, as the we^ht of a lump is 
proportional to the cube of its diameter, the we^ht of ore taken 
for the sample should be proportional to the cube of the diameter 
of the largest particle of the ore. 

In the ordinary ore, however, the different minerals are not 
entirely detached from one another, but approach this condition 
more and more closely as the size of the ore is reduced. Hence a 
fixed number of the particles of the fine ore is less likely to be a 
true average of the whole than the same number of pieces of the 
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lump ore before it was broken. Therefore as the size of the ore 
is reduced a larger and larger number of particles should be taken 
for the sample. To conform to this condition the following rule 
was proposed by Professor R. H. Richards: " For any given ore 
the weight taken for a sample should be proportional to the square 
of the diameter of the largest particle. " 

The accompanying table, based on figures taken from the prac- 
tice of several careful managers, to a certain extent conforms to 
this rule. The table was arranged and is now published with 
the permission of Professor Richards. 
TABLE V. 
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Tlie first column shows the safe weight in pounds for a sample 
of ore of any of the six grades shown and for sizes as indicated in 
the respective columns. Column 1 applies to iron ores, column 2 
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to low-grade lead, zinc and copper ores and even to low-^rade 
pyritic gold ores, without native gold, where the pyrite is evenly 
distribut«d through the ore. Columns 3 and 4 apply to ores in 
which the valuable minerals are less uuifonnly distributed. 
Columns 5 and 6 apply to ore containing fine particles of native 
gold or silver, also to telluride and other " spotty ores, " 

It should be remembered that the above-mentioned rules for 
samplii^ will not hold for ore containing large pieces of malleable 
minerals such as native gold, silver, silver sulphide, chloride etc. 
These roll out and do not crush and must be treated by special 
methods. See " Sampling Ores Containing Malleable Minerals." 

In using the table, it b not necessary to crush successively to 
all of the sizes shown in any of the columns. The ore may be 
crushed to any fineness convenient and then a sample of the we^ht 
shown in the table may be taken. In aampling-mill practice it is 
customary to reduce the diameter of the coarsest particles one- 
half at each sti^ or crushing, thus reducing the volimie to one- 
eighth or 12.5 per cent. It is also customary in practice to take 
a 20 per cent sample at each stage; consequently the ratio be- 
tween the weight of sample and size of maximum particle is con- 
stantly increasing throughout the sampling process, thereby meet- 
ing theoretical conditions previously discussed. 

Rel&tion of Size vi Sample to Grade of Ore and Effect of 
Spedflc Gravity of Richest Mineral. — Although it had long been 
appreciated that the size of the sample would hav* to be greater 
as the ratio of the grade of the richest mineral to the average 
grade increased, it remained for Brunton* to develop a formula 
by which the proper ratio between these could be scientifically 
controlled. According to him, each of the following factors must 
be included in any formula to be used for the control of sampling 
operations. 

W = weight of sample in pounds. 
k = grade of richest mineral in ounces per ton. 
c = average grade of ore in ounces per ton. 
s = specific gravity of richest mineral, 
n = number of maximum-sized particles of richest mineral in 

excess or deficit in sample. 
/ = a factor expressing the ratio of the actual we^t of the 

• Traaa. A.l.M.E, 36, p. 826 (1895). 
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largest particle of richest mineral which will pass a screen 

of a given size to the weight of the lai^est cube o£ the 

same mineral which will pass the screen. 
p = allowable percentage error in sample. 
Z> = diameter in inches of the holes in the screen, or other 

normal diameter to which the ore is crushed. 

From these Brunton finds 



i./^SZ. 

\ isnik -e) 



Making p, the allowable percentage error, = 1, the fonnula 



D - .65 v/r#^- 

V fm{k - c) 



To determine a value to use for n, he made a number of assays 
on two different lots of high-grade ore crushed to pass a certain 
limiting screen. The averse deviation from the mean = p was 
substituted in the formula, and results of 2.64 and 3.14 respec- 
tively were found for n. Assuming that 3 is a safe value for n 
and cubing each side we find 
Wc 



D* = 



W "= 



10.8/s(it - c)' 
10.8/«2y(fc - c) 



from which may be found the safe weight in pounds for a sample 
of any ore whose largest particle is D inches. Taking four ex- 
amples, using as the richest minerals pyrite, galena, native sUver 
and native gold and assuming different values for D, k, c and / the 
following table was made after the style of the table first shown 
in Hofman's " Metallurgy of Lead." The values for / used for 
the fine sizes were those determined by Brunton's experiments, 
I.e., 4 for pyrite and galena and 6 for native silver and native gold. 
This value of/ is reduced gradually, until for 1 inch diameter, it 
is made equal to 1, this variation therefore tending to compensate 
for the greater uniformity of value of the particles as they become 
larger. 
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The following table is probably the best and certainly the most 
conservative of all. A good deal of intelligent discrimination may 
often be used, however, and mere formulas can never be made to 
cover all possible contingencies. For instance, in sampling an ore 
in which the valuable mineral is finely and uniformly disseminated 

TABLE VI. 
WsiaHTs TO BD Taken in Samfunq Orb. 
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throughout the gangue, a much smaller sample than that given in 
the table may be taken for the coarse sizes, although for the fine 
sizes the full quantities shown in the table should be taken. An- 
other ore, with perhaps the same ratio of value of the richest 
mineral to average grade, having the rich mineral in larger crystals 
or masses, will have to be sampled as carefully as indicated by 
the table throughout the entire operation. 

It should be not«d also, that exeept in the case of native metals, 
the richest minerals are usually more finely divided by crushing 
than the gai^ue; therefore the extreme case provided for hy the 
formula is seldom met in practice. 

One of the moat difficult things an aasayer may be called upon 
to do is to sample such mill products as vanner concentrates. 
In these the particles of gangue minerals are two or three times 
the diameter of the average rich mineral and good mixing is 
impossible. The material stratifies whenever handled and the 
greatest care must be taken if the sampling is to be successful. 

SAMPLING PRACnCB. 

Recording. — Every lot of ore coming into an assay office, 
laboratory, custom mill or smelter should be given a lot number 
which should never be repeated. The lot should be immediately 
labeled with this number. A record book, kept for this purpose, 
should show the number of the sample, date of receipt, name of 
mine, company or individual from whom received, the gross and 
net weight, as well as notes on the general mineral character, etc. 

Weighing. — Large lots of ore are first weighed, and a moisture 
sample is sometimes taken at this point. Small lots may be first 
dried and then weighed. 

Crushing. — All of the ore, unless already fine enough, is broken 
or crushed to pass a screen of some limiting size. This size de- 
pends upon the value of the ore and other factors to be considered 
later. The finer the pulp is crushed, the more uniform in size are 
the particles and more thoroi^h mixing and better sampling is 
possible. If the ore is to be smelted, most of it should be left in 
the coarse state, as fine ore is undesirable. If it is to be roaated or 
leached, on the other hand, fine ore is not objectionable, and the 
first crushing may be carried further. As a rule, however, the aim 
is to minimize the crushing, thus saving in ccet and keeping down 
the dust. 
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Machines for cruslimg should be rapid in action and easy to 
clean. Jaw breakers and rolls fulfill these requirements; ball 
mills and pebble mills do not. 

Mixing. — This step in the process of samplii^ is often omitted 
or allowed to take care of itself. It is a necessary forerunner of 
quartering and channeling, but is usually omitted before the other 
methods of cutting. Especially in the handling of small lots of 
ore in the laboratory, it is best to be over-careful in this particular 
rather than the reverse, and, as it adds but little labor, to give each 
lot of crushed ore a thorough mixing before cutting. The mixing 
of small lots will be discussed under the head of finishing the 
. sample. 

The final step in the sequence of sampling operations consists in 
taking out a fraction of the whole, say a quarter or a half, in some 
systematic, impartial manner. The part taken out is called the 
sample, and the operation of taking it is the cutting. 

Hand Cutting. — The following methods of hand cutting ans 
occasionally used, but whenever possible are being replaced by 
machine cutting. 

Fractional Shoveling. — This is a rough starting method, 
suited only to large lots of low-grade or fairly uniform ore. When 
the ore is being taken away from the crusher or shoveled out of 
cars, as the case may be, every second, third, fifth, or tenth shovel- 
ful, depending on the value and uniformity of the ore, is taken 
and placed in a separate pile, which is afterwards cut down by 
some of the methods described later. When the ore is beii^ 
shoveled, care must be taken that each shovelful is taken from the 
floor. Lumps which are too large for the shovel should be broken 
and put back on the pile. The method is open to the serious ob- 
jection that it is a very simple matter for a prejudiced person 
to make the sample either higher or lower in grade than the av- 
erage, by selection of his shovel samples. 

Quartering. — This is the method of cutting which accom- 
panies coning. It presupposes a thorough mixing by coning, m 
the two always go together. 

Coning. — The sample is shoveled into a conical pile, each 
shovelful being thrown upon the apex of the cone so that it will 
run down evenly all around. When a large lot of ore is to be 
mixed by coning, it is first dumped in a circle and then coned by 
one or more men who walk slowly around between the cone and 
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the circle of ore. The best results are obtained by coning around 
a rod, as by this means the center of the cone is kept in a vertical 
line. Coning does not thoroughly mix an ore, but rather sorts it 
into fine material which lies near the center and coarser material 
which roUa down the sides of the cone. If the ore is practically 
uniform in size and specific gravity, the mixing may be more thoi^ 
ough. A slight dampening of the ore is said to allow of better 
mixing by coning. The floor, for this and other hand sampling 
operations, should be smooth, and free from cracks which would 
make good cleaning difficult or impossible. A floor made of sheet- 
iron or steel plates is preferable. 



Fig. 22, — Cone of cnished ore. 

Figure 22,* a cone of crushed ore, shows clearly the inherent 
defect of this method of sampling, the segregation of coarse and 
fine ore, caused by droppii^ shovelful after shovelful on top of a 
cone. 

When the cone is completed, it is worked down into the form of 
a flat truncated cone by men who walk around and around, draw- 
ing their shovels from center to periphery, or starting at the apex 
and working the shovel up and down in the path of a spiral. 
The point to be observed here is not to disturb the radial dis- 
tribution of the coarse and fine ore. After flattening, the cone 
is divided into four 90-degree sectors or quarters by means of a 
sharp-edged board, or better, by a steel-bladed quarterer. These 

Ore Sampling 
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quarters Bhould, of course, radiate from the position of the center 
of the original cone. Two opposite quarters are taken out and 
rejected and the two others are then taken for the sample. Care 
must be taken at this point to sweep up all duat belonf^ing to the 



FiQ. 23. — Partly flattened cone 



Fia. 24. — Truncated cone from which reject quarters have been removed. 

rejected portions before proceeding, so that this dust shall neither 
be lost nor mixed with the sample. This sample may be again 
mixed by coning and quartered, or crushed, coned and quartered 
as the case may require. 
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Figure 23* shows a partly flattened cone and Fig. 24* a cake 
from which the reject quarters have been removed. 

When properly carried out, this method may be made to yield 
faiiiy accurate results, but at best it is a slow and tedious process, 
and requires the most conscientious work on the part of the la- 
borers to ensure correct results. It is open to the objection that 
it affords opportimity for manipulation of the sample by dishonest 
operators. 

Coning and quartering is the old Cornish method of ore sampling 
and was almost universally used thirty years ago. It is still used 
to some extent as a finishing method at sampling works and by 
engineers in the field where no machinery is available. 

Bench System of Coning. — The tendency to segregate, 
which is the principal objection to coning, can be largely overcome 
by what is known as the bench system of coning. Under this 
system all of the ore is not piled in a single cone; a part of it is 
coned first and this small cone is worked out into a layer of con- 
siderable diameter and but little thickness. Another part of the 
ore is then coned on top of this and the cone' truncated. This is 
repeated imtil all of the ore is Used. This method is said to give 
working results which are much more satisfactory than those 
obtained by the r^ular system. 

HiFFLE CuTTiNQ. — Riffle Cutting or splitting is the most ac- 
curate laboratory method available. The riffle, splitter or split- 
shovel consists of a number of parallel troughs with open spaces 
between them, the spaces usually being of the same width as the 
troughs. These troughs are rigidly fastened together and either 
provided with a handle, making a split-shovel, or set up at an 
angle of about 45° making an inclined riffle. Figure 25 shows a 
split-shovel with pan and shovel. These may be made in different 
sizes but are useful only for small-scale work. 

The ore is taken up on a flat shovel or special pan and spread 
over the troughs, care being taken not to heap the ore above the 
troughs. Either the ore which falls in the troughs or that which 
falls between them may be taken as the sample. The cutting 
may be repeated as many times as is deemed desirable. For the 
best results in cuttii^ any sample of ore by this method, care 
should be taken to have only a thin stream of ore falling from the 

: Ore Sampling 
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Fid. 25. — Split shovel and pans. 



Fig. 26. — Bruuton splitter. 
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pouring pan and to move this pouring pan back and forth over 
the split shovel, in a horizontal direction perpendicular to the 
riffles, so that every part of the stream of ore is being directed 
alternately and rapidly first into the sample and then into the 
reject. The more irregular in size, specific gravity and value are 
the minerals, the greater the care which should be taken in this 
particular. The sample should be mixed before recutting. 



FiQ. 27. — Closed type splitter. 

A modification of the riffle or 8pli1>-shovel known as the Jones 
sampler, or simply as a " splitter/' is in general the most 
convenient form of sampler for finishing work. It is a riffle 
sampler in which the bottoms of the riffles are steeply in- 
clined, first in one direction and then' in the other: The Olfl Is 
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spread over the riffles in the Jones sampler exactly as over the 
split-shovel, and is caught in two pans placed underneath. 

The Jones splitter and those similar to it have one decided ad- 
vantage over the flat type shown in Fig. 25, in that the riffles 
cannot be overioaded, a very common fault of the shovel type. 
In Fig. 26 is shown a very substantial form known as the Bninton 
riffle, the operation of which is self-evident. 

One objection to the Jones sampler and other similar models, 
is the possibility of the loss of considerable fine ore dust, due to 
the greater length of fall of the ore before coming to rest. One 
way to obviate this would be to shghtly moisten the thoroughly 
mixed ore before cutting. A better way is to close the bottom 
of the sampler and set it directly on the pans. An example of 
this type of splitter is shown in Fig. 27. 

In selectii^ a split-shovel or riffle cutter for any particular sam- 
pling operation, care should be taken that the distance between 
the riffles be at least four times the diameter of the maximum par- 
ticle of ore. It is found that a slight brit^ng action may occur 
if this precaution is not observed. Riffle cutting is the most 
rapid method of hand sampling and is also the most accurate. 

Machine Cutting. — A large number of machines have been 
devised to take the place of the slow, laborious methods of hand 
sampling. All these machines depend on taking the sample from 
a stream of fallii^ ore. They may be classified as continuous 
and intermittent samplers. The continuous samplers take part 
of the stream all the time, by placing a partition in the falling 
stream of ore to separate sample from reject. The intennittent 
samplers, as the name implies, defiect the entire stream at in- 
tervals to make the sample. This is accomplished by passing a 
sample cutter directly across the stream. 

The continuous method of sampling is open to the objection 
that it is impossible to get a stream of falling ore containing coarse 
and fine particles which is uniform across its entire section. This 
b because the ore on ite way from the preceding crusher, bin or 
elevator practically always passes through a sloping chute in 
which the lai^e lumps roll away from the small ones and the heavy 
minerals become more or less separated from the lighter ones. 
Therefore, any continuously taken sample will be either richer or 
poorer than the average. Because of these conditions this type 
of sampler will not give reliable results, and is now but little used. 
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The intenuittent method of sampling gives better resultB. The 
machine should be so designed that it takes equal portions all 
across the stream at frequent and regular intervals. In one mill 
the first time-sampler cute 24 and the last one 76 sections per 
minute. 

While it is not possible t« produce a stream of ore which is 
uniform in value throughout its entire length, and no single cut 
would be likely to give an exact representation of the lot, yet if 
a lai^ number of small . samples be taken entirely across the 




Brunton Time Sampler. 



stream, the composite thus obtained will, according to the theory 
of probability, approach very close to the composition of the entire 
lot. It is essential that the percentage of sample taken from 
all parts of the delivery pipe be the same; in other words, that the 
vertical sample section, taken in a direction parallel to the motion 
of the intake-fipout, should be a rhomboid. 

Three machines of this type have come into general use ; these 
are the Brunton, the Vezin and the Snyder. 

Figure 28 is a line drawing of the Brunton Time Sampler. It 
consists of an oscillating divider swinging back and forth, in a 
vertical plane, beneath the end of the feed spout. It is suspended 
on a horizontal shaft and swings through an arc of 120°. It re- 
ceives its motion through a train of gears, a disc crank and rocker 
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arm, and by a change of gears any proportion of the stream, from 
5 to 20 per cent, may be taken. 

The sample cutter, which has horizontal edges not shown in 
the figure, deflects the sample forward into a hopper. The rest 



Fig. 29. — Vezin 



of the ore is deflected in the opposite direction into a chute leading 
to the reject bin. It is essential that the sample cutter move 
entirely out of the stream in each direction and that its velocity 
be miiform while any part of it is underneath the falling stream. 
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Otherwise, it would take too much from one part of the stream and 
not enough from other parts. 

This type of sampler requires less head-room than any of the 
others and thus, by reducing the necessary height of building, 
saves in the coat of mill construction. Its rocking motion helps 
to dislodge any r^s or strings which may have fallen on the cut- 
ting edges and its short cutting edges render accidental distortion 
impossible. A further advantage claimed for the Brunton mar 



Fia. 30. — Sayder sampler. 

chine is that centrifugal force assists in the discharge of ore from 
the sampler and the machine can, therefore, be run at a much 
h^her rate of speed than any of the sector machines, 

The Vezin sampler, shown in Fig. 29, is probably the bestr 
known automatic sampler. Various modifications in shape at« 
possible, but generally speakmg, it consists of one or two sample 
cutters which rotate about a vertical shaft and pass through a 
falhng stream of ore, taking out a part of it and conveying this 
part through a central spout to a sample hopper. The theory of 
sampler design requires that the horiaontal cutting e<^es be radii 
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of the axis of revolution. This is necessary in order to ensure 
taking the same amount of ore from every part of the stream. 
The entire mechanism is supported in a frame, the bottom of 
which forms a hopper to collect the reject. 

Particularly in the case of coarse ore, this sampler requires more 
head-room than the Brunton and its long cutting edges are liable 
to be distorted. It is designed to take a definite proportion, usu- 
ally one-fifth of the stream, and this proportion cannot be altered 
after the machine is made. 

The Snyder sampler, shown in Fig. 30, is the simplest of all. It 
consists of a circular casting much the shape of miner's gold-pan, 
mounted on the end of a horizontal shaft. One or more holes 
are made in its sloping flange and the edges of these project 
both on the front and back sides of the flange. The sampler re- 
volves from ten to thirty times a minute and the material to be 
sampled comes to it by way of a sloping chute, not shown in the 
cut. The ore stream falls on the inside of the sloping flange and 
either passes through the opening into a suitable sample hopper 
or slides off the flange into a hopper leading to the reject chute. 

The sides of the sample spout should lie in planes passing through 
the ^is of revolution. Such ^ sampler, 60 inches in diameter, 
will take material 3^ inches in diameter. 

F^n^u-e 31 is a section through a sampling mill and shows how a 
number of crushers and samplers are combined in an automatic 
plant. To simplify the drawing, the roll feeders have been 
omitted. Such a plant will treat a 50-ton carload in less than an 
hour. It is cleaned by brushing with the aid of compressed air. 

Hand and Machine Sampling Compared. — In comparing 
hand and machine sampling it may be said that machine sampling 
is generally cheaper, and, with a properly designed machine, 
is more accurate than conii^ or fractional shoveling. Perhaps 
the most important advantage of all is that, being strictly mechan- 
ical in operation, it affords less opportunity for manipulation of 
the sample. 

Precaution to be Observed. — Besides the danger of "saltii^ " 
from crushing machines, elevators, samplii^ machines etc., spe- 
cial attention must be paid to the disposition of the fine ore dust. 
As a rule the rich minerals in the ore are more brittle than the 
gangue, with the result that the ore dust is far higher in grade 
than the averf^ of the ore. Whence is seen the necessity of 
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Fi<3. 31. — Taylor and BnintoD sampling system. 
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preservii^ all of the ore dust and of taking pains to see that the 
sample contains its proper proportion of the same. 

Grab-Sampling. — This is a rapid method used for sampling 
lai^ quantities of low-grade and uniform material, such as iron 
or coal. It may also be used to obtain rough samples of the less 
homc^neous ores containing copper, lead, zinc, gold and silver. 
The methods of sampling iron ore and coal are fairly wSll standard- 
ized and consist in taking small shovelsful from definite points in 
the car or vessel as the material is being unloaded. These are 
combined and worked down by some of the standard finishing 
methods. 

The method is obviously both rapid and inexpensive, but is 
so unscientific that no one considers it suitable for obtaining a 
sample from which the amount of gold, silver, copper or lead 
contained in an ore is to be determined. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, some smelters still continue to use the grab-sample to deter- 
mine the amount of moisture in custom ores. 

Moisture Sample. — Assays and chemical determinations are 
always made on dry samples and t^e value of a lot of ore is always 
figured on the moisture-free basis. Elxcept in cases when the 
entire lot may be dried, it is necessary to take a sample from which 
to determine the moisture. This sample must be taken as quickly 
as possible after the ore is weighed. If, as is still too often the 
case, a grab-sample is used as the basis for a moisture determina- 
tion, much of the careful work of obtaining the sample for the de- 
termination of the other constituents may be nullified. Inasmuch 
as fines will ordinarily contain very much more moisture than 
lump ore, and as the grab-sample is small in amount, it is clear 
that any sample of mine-run ore thus taken will tend to carry 
more than its due share of moisture. Such a result leads to an 
undervaluation of the ore, due to the fact that the net weight 
reported is too small. In thia connection it should not be for- 
gotten that this so-called sample is taken by an interested party, 
an employee of the smelting company, who may be entirely 
honest but who certainly will not purposely lean over backwards 
in his efforts to be fair to the shipper. At any event, it is safe 
to say that samples for the determination of moisture should be 
taken with the same amount of care as samples for the determina- 
tion of metallic contents, and that apparently the simplest and 
only scientific way of obtaining them from shipments of mine-run 
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ore is to take them from the sample safe or reject from the last 
mechanical sampler. 

Since the ore is we^hed on the cars before it is sampled, and 
since in dry climates there ia obviously some loss of moisture by 
evaporation from the ore in its passage through the crushing, 
elevating and sampling machinery, it is customary to make a 
correction to the moisture-figure, as determined by this latter 
method, to compensate for this loss. This correction usually 
consists of the addition of an arbitrary percentage. Brunton* 
finds 10 per cent in summer and 7 per cent in winter a fair average 
%ure. For instance, if the sample showed 5 per cent moisture 
for a lot of ore shipped durii^ the simimer months a fair figure 
for the actual moisture content would be 5.5 per cent. 

This addition of a more or less arbitrary correction is not en- 
tirely satisfactory and the reason for it is not always understood 
by the shippers, but in spite of this practice the latter method of 
arriving at the moisture content of an ore is far superior to that 
which depends on the grab-sample, and with its use there are fewer 
disputes and less ill-feeling between seller and buyer. 

Moisture determinations are made in duplicate on samples 
weighing from 2 to 5 pounds. These are weighed out into por- 
celain or enameled-iron dishes and dried at 105° C, the loss of 
weight being called moisture. 

The moisture-figure, either because of the method of taking the 
sample, or the amount of the compensating correction applied, 
still continues to be a frequent source of dissatisfaction on the 
part of sellers of ore. The practice of taking one or more grab- 
samples from each car of ore is the most unscientific part of the 
whole ore-purchasing business. This practice is unfortunately 
still in common use even when the ore is of such a nature that it 
must be passed through a mechanical sampling plant to obtain 
the sample used for determining the metallic contents. In this 
latter case, grab-sampling has nothing to recommend it, unless 
it be the opportunity for manipulation or error, and it should be 
abandoned. In case the ore is of such a nature that a satis- 
factory sample for the determination of metallic contents can be 
obtained without mechanical sampling, the same method may oi> 
dinarily be applied to obtain a moisture sample. 
■ Tiana. A.I.M.E. 40, p. 567 (190a), 
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Duplicate Sampling. — To check the accuracy of the sampling 
operations, we may resort to the process of duplicate sampling 
or to resampling. Duplicate samplii^; in the laboratory should 
consist in first cutting the entire lot mto two portions and then 
samplii^ each one separately. As a general rule, the results 
should check within 1 per cent. If they do not, it indicates 
either poor mixing and cuttii^ or a too rapid reduction of sample. 

Some sampling mills are arranged to allow for taking duplicate 
samples, so that they have constant checks on the accuracy of 
their sampling operations. The following results of assays made 
on original and resampled lots are taken from D'. K. Brunton's 
paper on " Modem Practice of Ore-Sampling " in the Transac- 
tions of the American Institute of Mining Engineers* and shows 
how closely such work is made to check. 

TABLE VII. 
Results of Rbsampuho. 



Lot No. 


Swnph 


R«»m|4* 


Oddw fold pw ton 


OuDCHIoldlHtOD 


3192 


3.62 


3.64 




6.04 


5.016 


3219 


2.70 


2.67 


323S 


3.18 


3.16 


3310 


1.17 


1.17 








3340 


0.71 


0.78 




1.70 


1.84 


3424 




B.20 


3471 


30.61 


30.52 



FimSHINO THE SAICPLE. 

The 12- or li-raesh ore cut by the last sampler is further re- 
duced in size by the use of sample grinders, and its weight is 
reduced by coning and quartering or by riffle cutting. The 
principles of sampling laid down in the first part of the chapter 
should be followed throughout, even to the final portion which 
is weighed out for assay determination. 

As the sample grows smaller more and more care has to be taken 

to prevent contamination or "salting." A few particles of rich 

ore, which if introduced into the original lot would have had no 

• Trans. A.I.M.E. 10, p. 567 (1909). 
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material effect on the average, might aeriously alter the result 
if allowed to enter the final sample. 

Before the final pulverizii^ is begun, the sample should be thor- 
oughly dried by heating to 100' or 110° C. No greater degree of 
heat than this should be used, as there is danger of roasting the 
sulphides or otherwise altering the composition of the ore. 

Mixing. — In addition to coning, the following methods of 
mixing are frequently used in some stage of the finishing treat- 
ment of ore. 

1. Rolling, For lots of 100 pounds or less the method of 
mixing, .whereby the ore is rolled on canvas, rubber sheeting or 
paper, is often used. When the ore particles are fairly uniform 
in size and specific gravity, this method is satisfactory, but for 
ordinary ores in the coarse state, it should be avoided. For 
ore crushed so fine that it has little or no tendency to stratify, as 
for example the assay pulp ground to 100- or 120-mesh, the method 
is found satisfactory when the operation is properly performed. 
This method is almost universally used by assayers for mixing 
the final lot of pulverized ore, just before taking out the assay 
portion. 

2. Pouring. For small samples the method of pouring from 
one pan into another is sometimes employed, especially as a 
preliminary to riffle cutting. Like the one above, it is imperfect 
when performed on an ordinary mixture of coarse and fine ore. 

3. SiPTiNQ. For mbciog small lots of ore or fluxes, the method 
of sifting is particularly good. The apertures in the sieve should 
be two or three times as large as the largest particles. The ore 
should be placed on the sieve a little at a time and allowed to fall 
undisturbed into a flat mceiving pan, until all the ore has pa^ed 
the sieve. Two or three siftings are equivalent to 100 rollii^. 
Sifting has the further advantage over the other methods that 
all lumps are broken up and the ore composing them distributed. 
It should be noted that sifting with a screen, the apertures of 
which are smaller than the coarsest particles of Ore, will tend to 
separate hard and tough minerals which resist grinding, from 
soft and brittle ones which tend to become very finely pulverized. 

Gfindiog. — Two kinds of grinders are used for finishing work, 
the cone-grinders and the disc-pulverizers. They should be so 
constructed that they may be easily and thoroughly cleaned. 
Many excellent pulverizers are unsuited for sampling work on 
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Fig. 32. — Disc piilveriier cloaed 



Fig. 33. — Disc pulverizer open for cleaning. 
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account of the labor and difficulty involved in cleaning Uiem 
effectively. 

Figure 32 shows a thoroi^hly reliable and e£Scient disc-pulver- 
izer which takes J-inch ore and reduces it in one operation to 
100-mefih or finer. It is as nearly dust-tight as possible, and the 
grindii^ plates are renewable. It is shown open for cleaning 
in Fig. 33. 

The bucking-board is now but little used for grinding ores ex- 
cept in the case of very small samples weighing less than 100 
grams where, because of ease of cleaning and small dust loss, 
it may still be used. It is also used to regrind the last oversize 
resulting from screening. 

One of the best methods of cleaning the bucking-board or 
sample^rinder is to brush it out, then grind a quantity of some 
barren material, such as sand or crushed fire4>rick, and follow 
this by a second brushing. 

Screening. — It is customary in careful work to screen all 
final samples of assay pulps. Although a good pulverizer, prop- 
erly adjusted, will grind practically everything 6ne enough to pass 
100- or 120-mesh in one pass, the exact adjustment is diificult to 
get and to maintain on account of wear and expansion due to 
heating. Besides, there is always a small wnount of ore remain- 
ing in the feed chute, which has not been ground and which in 
itself necessitates screening of the pulp. The screens should be 
at least 9 inches in diameter to give satisfactory capacity, and 
the screen wire should be of uniform grade. The screen itself 
consists of a suitable frame in which the screen wire is stretched, 
fittii^ into a pan which holds the sifted ore. They should both 
be free from crevices which might provide lodging places for ore, 
which would be given up later to enrich a subsequent sample. 

The operation of screening consists of a combination of shak- 
ing in a horizontal plane and tapping of the screen against the 
table-top or work-bench to keep the meshes clean. In most 
cases it is neither necessary nor desirable to use washers or a 
brush to assist in screening. They both tend to force oversize 
particles through the screen. Screens should be carefully brushed 
out after sifting each sample, and after a high^rade ore has been 
screened some of the barren material put through to clean the 
grinder should be sifted and then thrown away. 

The sifted ore should be thoroughly mixed before sampling, 
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BB screening under these conditions favors a certain amount of 



Size of Assay Pulp. — For assay purposes, all ore should be 
reduced to at least lOO-mesh and rich spotty orea should be pul- 
verized to 120- or 140-me8h or finer to ensure a fair sample being 
obtained for the final crucible or scorification assay. For a cru- 
cible assay using 1 assay-ton, an ore may be left coarser than for 
a scorification assay where only 0.1 assay-ton chaise is used. 
If the assayer has difBculty in obtainii^ results checking within 
one-half of one per cent he may well look for the difficulty in the 
size of the assay pulp. Very often a regrinding to a finer size 
will overcome the difficulty. 

When any portion of ore has been selected as a sample and is 
to be passed through a sieve, it is essential that the whole sample 
be made to pass. The harder portions which resist crushing 
the longest are almost invariably of a different composition from 
the remainder and if rejected render the whole sample worthless. 

OSES CONTAINING MALLEABLE HIHEIIAI.S. 

In the crushing of ores containing native gold, silver and cop> 
per also chloride, bromide, iodide, or sulphide of silver, as well 
as other malleable minerals, more or less of these will be left on 
tbe«ieve as flat scales, cyUnders or spheres. When an ore which 
might be expected to contain such minerals, is being sampled great 
care should be observed, first, in watching for the metallics and see- 
,ing that they are saved, as the inexperienced operator is likely 
not to appreciate their value and to throw them away, and 
second, to so conduct the grinding that they may be removed 
at every opportunity. The coarser these particles are the more 
difficult it becomes to obtain an accurate sample, both from the 
standpoint of sampling theory and from the fact that a lai^r 
amount of highly inteUigent and painstaking labor is necessary 
throughout each stage of the sampling and assaying process. 

Two mistakes axe common. The first is to throw away a 
small amount of residue resting on the screen without carefully 
examining it to ensure the absence of any valuable constituent. 
The second arises from the practice, occasionally noticed, of 
putting the metallics back on the buckii^-board or into the 
grinding machine with a small amount of the pulverized ore and 
continuing the grinding until everything passes the sieve. This 
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latter practice is fully as objectionable as the first, both on account 
(^ the impossibility of obtaining an even distribution of the 
metallic particles in the final sample of assay pulp we^hed into 
the crucible and because of the loss resulting from the smearing 
of the metallics on the workii^ surfaces of the grindii^ machines. 
A secondary disadvantage of this latter practice is the danger of 
salting the next sample from the metal remainii^ on the grind- 
ing surfaces, particularly if the sample is low-^rade. Loi^* 
gives an example of this kind to illustrate the necessity of a thor- 
ough cleanii^ of machines and bucking-boards after rich ore 
has been ground. In this case sand carrying 0.04 ounce per ■ 
ton in gold, after griadii^ in a " salted " machine, was found to 
assay 0.78 ounce per ton. 

When an ore containing metallics is being sampled the original 
sample muat be carefully weighed, the particles found on each sieve 
must be separately preserved and weighed, and the pulp result- 
ing from each sampling and sifting must also be weighed. This 
not only gives the data from which to calculate the true or " me- 
tallic " assay of the sample submitted but also acts as a check on 
any carelessness in the whole sampling operation. If the pellets 
are gold or silver they are wrapped in lead foil, cupeled, weighed 
and parted. If of copper, as in the case of an ore containing naf- 
tive copper, the weight of the metallic contents is otherwise 
established, perhaps by cleaning in hydrochloric acid and direct 
weighing, or by makii^ a fusion as in the Lake Superior fire- 
assay. Other cases may arise; for instance, in the sampling of. 
molybdenum ores flat scales of molybdenite left on the screen 
will require special attention. Various metallurgical products, 
as for instance, sl^, matte, furnace or cupel bottom, dross, 
litharge, precipitate, etc., very often contain metallics and must 
be handled in this way. 

Calculatton of Results. — Various writers give rules and for- 
mulas both for assaying and calculating results of this sort. No 
simple formula can cover all cases and no rule nor formula can 
take the place of the experience and common sense of the practi- 
cal assayer, so that each example should be made an individual 
problem with its proper assumptions based on actual knowledge 
of conditions and occurrences during the sampling. The follow- 
ing example obtained in the assay of an ore from Cobalt, Ontario, 
* Notee on Aseaying, p. 32. 
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will illustrate some of the problems which have to be taken into 
consideration. 

Data. — Dry weight of sample received 129.6 grams. Size 16- 
mesh. This was crushed to pass a 120-me8h screen and yielded 
metallics on the screen 5.60 grams and pulp through the screen 
121-6 grams. The pellefa were scorified and cupeled, giving 3.823 
grams of silver. The pulp assayed 1992 ounces per ton silver. 

Solution. — It is at once seen that the sum of the weight of the 
pellets and pulp do not equal the weight of the ordinal sample, 
the difference or loss being 2.4 grams. The assayer must decide 
what to with thia loss before proceeding to calculate the assay. 
However, it ahould first be pointed out that some loss is inevitable, 
the dust in any grinding room being suflScient evidence of this. 
The assayer does not know how much metal value this lost ore 
actually carries, but he knows that it does carry some and for 
that reason he cannot neglect it. It b obvious, however, that 
he should observe every precaution to keep the loss at a minimum 
to reduce this uncertain factor. In the present case it was be- 
lieved that all of the loss was in dust, which was assumed to assay 
the same as the fine ore pulp. The amount of silver in 129.6 — 
5.6 = 124.0 grams of pulp, assayii^ 1992 ounces per ton, is 
then calculated and added to the silver from the pellets. This 
then gives the total silver contained in the original sample of 129.6 
grams. 

Silver in metallics 3.823 grama 

104. n V 1 QV> 
Silver in 124.0 grams of pulp 29166 " ^'^^^ " 

Total silver in sample 12.292 " 

The average amount of silver in one assay-ton of the original 
sample would then be found from the following proportion: 
129.6 : 12.29 = 29.166 : x 

When this is solved x is found to be 2.765 grams. Whence the 
" metallic " assay of the ore is 2765 ounces silver per ton. 

In order to show the method clearly, the above calculation has 
been worked out with more precision than is ordinarily necessary. 
Whether the sample of 129.6 grams of 16-mesh ore ia a reliable one 
is open to question, but it is obviously the duty of the assayer to 
analyze the material submitted to him to the best of his ability, 
regardless of the above consideration. 
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There may be a shorter method of calculating the " metallic " 
aseay in the simple case shown above, but in the more compli- 
cated cases, where metallics are foxmd on several screens in the 
reduction of a sample of considerable size, it is best to follow the 
general method illustrated as being less likely to lead to confusion 
and error. One additional assumption has to be made when a lot 
of ore reduced by stages yields metallics on different screens: 
in any sampling the reject contains the same proportionate weight 
and value in pellets as the sample. It need hardly be mentioned 
that if the proper ratio between size of sample and maximum grain 
has been maintained, the above assumption will be borne out in 
practice. 

The following example illustrates the more compUcated case: 

CALCULATION OF ASSAY WHEN ORE CONTAINS COARSE 
PARTICLES OF NATIVE GOLD. 



A sample of 23.75 kilo- 
gruQS or 23,750 grams 
was crushed to pass a 
iO'ineBh sieve. 



On sieve 25 grains. 

This yielded 6.2750 

grams of gold- 
Through sieve 23,600 

grams (Loss 125 grams). 
A sample from this of 

5825 gr&ma was crushed 

topassal20-meshsieve. 



Through sieve 6802 

grams (Loss 20 grams). 

The fine ore assays 

.21 ounces gold per ton. 



Calculations. 

Total pellets from 23,750 grams of ore on 40- 

mesh 
Total 40-me9h ore assuming loss to be same as 

the rest, i.e., sample now 23,725 grams. 
Total pellets from 23,725 grams on 120-meah 

-Ifx — 
Assuming all of ore to be crushed through 120- 
mesh and no loss, there would be 23,725 
- ^^ X 3 = 23,713 grams fine ore (as- 
saying 1.21 ounces) 

23,713 X .00121 



Total gold in this = 



29.166 



Weight Gold 
6.275 grams 



Total gold in origmal lot 14 . 066 
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29.166 : X = 23,750 : 14.066 

X = .01727 = gold from 1 assay-ton 
Ore assays 17.27 ounces per ton. ' 

If the metallics are mainly iron or other barren material the 
metallic a^say may be lower rather than higher than the assay 
of the fine pulp. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
BALANCES AND WEIGHTS. 

The reliability of every assay or other quantitative det^tnt* 
nation is directly dependent upon the accuracy of the weighing, 
both of the ore charge and more especially of the resultant product, 
for example, the silver bead or the parted gold. Any error made 
in the weighing will, of course, invalidate all the rest of the wwk, 
regardless of the care which may have been given it. The oper- 
ator should, therefore, familiarize himself with the construction, 
sensitiveness and operation of his balance before he attempts to 
do any accurate assaying. 

A good assay balance, used carefully and intelligently is capable 
of weighing to 0.01 milligram or 0.00001 gram. For the most 
delicate assay balances an accuracy of 0.000002 gram is claimed. 
The necessity of weighing to this degree of accuracy may be under- 
stood when it is considered that if the usual chai^ of ore, 1 assay- 
ton, is* represented by a sample of 29.166 grams or about an ounce, 
and the resultant gold is weighed io the nearest 0.01 milligram, 
the value of the ore is only determined to within 20 cents p6r ton. 
This is usually sufficiently close, but any less degree of accuracy 
would not be so considered. 

At least three grades of balances are necessary for" the fire- 
assay laboratory. These are known as flux, pulp, and button or 
assay balances.. In large assay laboratories, there are also usually 
found bullion' and chemical balances as well as 'separate assay 
balances for gold and for silver. 

FluX' BalaUcie. '— The flux balance, for the weighing of fluxes, 
reagents, etc., should be an even balance 8cale> -provided with a 
removable scoop-shaped pan, capable of weighing 2 -kilograms and 
sensitive to 0.1 gram. Figure 34 shows a moat satisfactory flux 
balance made with agate bearings and side-beam graduated fcpm 
0.1 to 5.0 grams. With this balance no weight smaller than 5 
grams is required. 
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FiQ. 34. — Flux balance 



Fia. 35. — Pulp balance. 
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Pulp Balance. — The pulp balance for weighing the ore or pulp 
for assay and the buttons from lead assays, etc., should be an 
even balance scale. The pans should be made removable and 
should each have a capacity of at least 2 ounces of sand. The 
pulp balance should be enclosed in a glass :case and should be 
sensitive to half a miUigram. Such balances are sometimes listed 
in the manufacturere' catalogue as prescription balances. If more 
than one pulp balance !s to be obtained, it is well to get one or 
more having a pan capacity of 4 or 5 ounces of sand. For one- 
half and 1 assay-ton charges the 2 ounce pan is to be preferred^ 
as it 19 easier to transfer ore from it to the crucible than from a 
lat^r pan. Figure 35 shows a good type of pulp balance made 
with steel edges and agate bearings. 

Assay Balance. — The button or assay balance is the most sen- 
sitive balance made. It should be capable of weighing to at 
least 0.01 milligram, should be rapid in action, making a com- 
plete oscillation in from 10 to 15 seconds, and should have stabil- 
ity of poise, that is to say that it should be so made that its ad- 
justments will not change sensibly from day to day owing to 
slight changes of t«mperature and atmospheric conditions. The 
capacity of the assay balance need not be large, 0.5 gram maxi- 
mum being sufhcient, but the beam should be rigid at this load. 

Such a delicate piece of apparatus must be handled with great 
care if good service is expected of it. It should be as far as possi- 
ble from any laboratory or part of the plant where corrosive fumes 
are being evolved, and should be covered when not in use, to keep 
oui the dust. 

The balance beam should be as light as it can be made with- 
out sacrificing the necessary rigidity. For thb reason the truss 
frame construction is usually adopted, givii^ the maximum 
strength with the minimum weight. The construction should be 
such that the two balance arms are of equal weight and length, 
and the three knife-edges should all lie in the same plaife. The 
material of the beam should be non-m^netic for obvious reasons, 
and should have a small coefficient of expansion. The knife- 
edges and bearings should be of agate, ground, polished and 
mounted so as to have equal angles on each side. The knife- 
edges should be so sharp that a strong pocket-lens will show no 
flatness on the bearing edge and the agate bearings should appear 
perfectly smooth. All of the metal work of the balance should 
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be protected from attack by chemical fumes, by some such means 
as gold-plating or lacquering. Lacquering seems to resist chemi- 
cal fumea rather better than the ordinary gold-plating. The con- 
struction of the balance should be such that the rider may be placed 
on the zero graduation and used from the zero point to the end 
of the beam. 



Fio. 36. — Gold assay balance. 

The balance must be mounted in such a way that it will be free 
from vibration. Such a support may be obtained by placing 
the shelf, on which the balance rests, on one or more posts which 
are set in the ground and which come up through the floor with- 
out touching it. 

There are a number of good assay balances, many of them pro- 
vided with reading glasses and other special attachments. Figure 
36 shows one of the inverted type, the principal advantage of 
which is that when the pointer is inverted, the ivory scale is on 
a level with the eye. This coDStmction necessitates the off- 
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setting of the zero graduation on the beam. By omitting the 
graduations, the beam may be made lighter and is not subject 
to strain and distortion due to graduating and numbering. The 
balance shown in the illustration has a very light trussed-beam 
which is not graduated. The beam la practically invisible in 
the cut but its reflection in the glass base-plate is quite clear. 
A white scale on the rider bar carries the graduations, and a 
pointer attached to the rider arm indicates on the scale the exact 
position of the rider on the beam. 

Theory of tiie Balance. — Th^ balance is essentially a light 
trussed beam, supported at its center by a knife-edge. At each 
end of' the beam is hung a scale-pan. The two pans should be 
of equal weight. 



~^^T^ 



Fia. 37. — Line drawing of balance. 

liet the three knife-edges A, B, and C, be in the same strait 
line. Let A£ = BC = I. Let G be the center of gravity of 
the beam, whose weight is W. Let the distance of the center of 
gravity below the point of support, BO = I'. 

With a load of M in each pan there will be equilibrium. Now 
if a small weight (m) be added to the right-hand pan, the balance 
will swing through a small angle and the beam will again 
come to equilibrium in a new position A'BC. The condition for 
equiUbrium will be obtained by takmg the momenta of the three 
forces, M, M -^m and W about the axis B. This gives the 
relation 

Mltm 9-\-l'sm» W = {M-\- m) I cos 9 
Im 
Wl'' 

The sensitiveness of a balance is usually denoted by the angle 
through which the beam will swing when a small weight, usually 
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1 milligram, (for aaaay balance 0.1 milligram) is added to one 
pan. For email angles the tangent and its angle may be taken as 
equal and therefore the expression deduced for tangent 9 above 
may be taken as a measure of the sensitiveness of the balance. 

The equation for tangent shows that the sensitiveness of a 
balance varies: 

(a) Directly as the length of the balance arms. 

(i) Inversely as the weight of the beam. 

(c) Inversely as the distance of the center of gravity below 
the point of support, (pistance BO.) 

The sensitiveness is seen to be independent of the load if the 
three knife-edgea are in the same straight line, and most balance 
makers attempt to approach this condition in making assay 
balances. When B is above AC the sensitiveness is decreased 
with the load; when B is below AC it is increased up to a certain 
liniit, beyond which the equilibrium becomes unstable. 

The condition of uncreased sensitiveneBS with long beam and 
small weight (a) and (&) conflict, as the longer the beam is 
made the heavier it must be The length of the arm is also 
limited by the time of swing of the balance, which may be con- 
sidered to be a compound pendulum. A period of about twelve 
or fifteen seconds is required for a complete oscillation. Formerly 
the long arm balances were common, but at present the* makers 
are restricting the length of the beam to 5 inches. 

By bringing the center of gravity nearer to the center of sup- 
port the sensitivity is increased. As the center of gravity nears 
the center of support, the stability of poise decreases. If the 
two should coincide there would be no point of rest and the bal- 
ance would be unstable or " cranky." The most difficult thing 
to obtain is a balance with great stability and extreme sensitivity. 
It is obtained by making the beam as light as possible and then 
keeping the center of gravity sufficiently below the center knife- 
edge to give the necessary stability. Most high-grade balances 
are provided with a screw-ball or sliding-weight so that the center 
of gravity may be adjusted. If the balance lacks stability, i. e., 
is cranky and over-sensitive, both of those conditions may be 
remedied by lowering this weight and thus lowering the center of 
gravity of the system. 

In the above discussion the assumption has been that the arms 
of the balance were equal. Modem high-grade balances usually 
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approach very closely to this condition. The process of " double 
weighing " serves to eliminate, however, any error in weighing 
that may be due to inequality of the arms. Call the observed 
weight of the body as weighed in pan A, W, and that in pan 
C, W". Then W, the true we%ht, is found as follows: 

IF= VW'W" 
when W and W" are nearly equal W = r ■ 

General Directions for Weighing. — Brush off the pans and if 
necessary clean the front plate of the balance. See that the 
weighing rider is on the zero graduation or on the carrier, as the 
balance may require. Adjust, if necessary, to make the point of 
rest coincide with the center graduation on the ivory scale and 
try the adjustment every time you have any weighing to do, 
as it is never safe to assume that the balance will stay in equilib- 
rium. Note the maximum load the balance will carry and do 
not exceed this. 

Put the balance into action by gently lowering the -beam onto 
the knife-edges. It may then start swingii^ slightly of its own 
accord. If it does not, set it swinging by gently fanning one 
pan with a motion of the hand, or by lifting the rider for an in- 
stant and then putting it back on the beam. The balance may 
be started swinging by blowing gently on one pan with a device 
such as a medicine dropper. If the balance is started swinging 
by fanning with the hand, it should be allowed to make one or 
two complete oscillations before a reading is taken, to prevent 
air currents from interfering with the normal swing. Have the 
amplitude of swii^ not more than 1 or 2 divisions each side of the 
center. 

In reading the position of the pointer on the ivory scale, arrange 
always to have the reading eye in the same position relative to 
the ivory scale, that is, in a plane perpendicular to the scale and 
passing through the center graduation. A mark may be made on 
the glass door by which to line up the eye before each reading. 
The final reading must be made with the door closed. 

Arrest the swinging of the balance when the pointer is at the 
center of the scale. This prevents any undue jarring of the beam, 
which is very likely to get the balance out of adjustment. Alwaj^ 
turn the balance out of action before adding weights to the pan 
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or taking them from it. When the balance is not in use, raise 
the beam from the knife-edges and leave the rider on the beam. 

Do not allow the direct rays of the nun to strike the balance 
and never attempt to do close weighing unless the temperature 
of the room and balance can be maintained virtually constant. 

Each silver bead should be placed on its side on a small anvil, 
hammered and then brushed before it is weighed. 

To transfer the gold from the parting cup to the scale-pan, 
take the scale-pan with the forceps and place on the front part 
of the glass mountii^ base. Gradually invert the parting cup 
over it, tapping it gently. The gold should all slide mt6 the pan. 
Any particles adhering to the cup may be detached by touching 
gently with the point of the forceps or by means of a small feather 
trimmed to a point. 

Before i^eighing the gold, examine it carefully to see if it is 
clean and remove any foreign matter if present. 

To remove gold from the scale-pan after we^hing, pick up pan 
and all in the forceps and invert pan over the partmg cup, brush- 
ing off lightly at the same time. 

Weights should be placed only in the box or on the scale-pan and 
should be handled only with ivory-tipped forceps. Record the 
weight of the substance first, by notmg the weights which are 
absent from the box, second, by checking off each weight as it is 
put back in the box. Record all weights in the notebook and not 
on scraps of paper. 

For ordinarily accurate commercial work the weighing of the 
gold and silver is done by the " method of equal swings," using 
the rider for the final weighing. For extreme accuracy, as for 
instance in the calibration of weights, the weighir^ is done by 
" deflection," also called the " method of swings." 

Weighing by " Equal Swings." — First of all, the balance is 
adjusted by the star wheel or preferably by the adjusting rider, if 
one is provided, until the needle swings exactly the same distance 
on each side of the center, reading always in the same order, say 
from left to right. For accurate gold weighing it will be necessary 
to estimate tenths of divisions on the ivory scale. 

Put the substance to be weighed on the left-hand pan and add 
weights to the right-hand pan untU their weight is within a frac- 
tion of a milligram of the weight of the substance. Apply the 
weights in a systematic manner, starting with one which is esti- 
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mated to be too lai^e. If too large, remove it and try the next 
smaller weight always working from lugger to smaller weights 
until within 1 miHigram of the true weight. 

In trying any weight have the beam off the knife-edges, put the 
weight in the pan and gently turn the balance key until the 
pointer inclines sl^tly to one side or the other. This swing of 
only one or two divisions should indicate immediately whether 
the weight on the pan is too much or too little. Again turn the 
balance out of action before making any change of weight. 

When within a fraction of a milligram of the correct we^t, 
shift the righ1>hand, or weighing, rider about, until, when the 
balance is put into action the needle does not move very decidedly 
in one or the other direction. TTien set the beam swinging 1 
or 2 divisions each side of the center. If it does not swing evenly 
arrest the swii^, change the position of the rider and try again. 
Repeat until the needle swings exactly as when adjusted. After 
one has become famiUar with the balance only two or three trials 
of the rider will be necessary. 

The we^ht of the substance is found from the sum <^ the weights 
on the pan plus the fractional part of a milligram indicated by 
the position of the rider on the beam. 

Weighing by " Method of Swings." — First, determine the 
point of rest under zero load by noting the position of the pointer 
at the extreme swing on each aide, taking 3, 5 or a greater odd 
number of consecutive readings. Call the center division zero 
and count divisions and estimate tenths to each side, calling those 
to the left of the center — , and to the right +. 

Average the readings for each extreme, add the two and divide 
the siun by 2; the result is the point of rest. The method is 
illustrated in the following example. 

Right 
3.6 
3.4 
217.0 
3.5 




i.yGoogI-e 



80 ■ A TEXTBOOK OF FIRE ASSAYING 

Or the point of rest would be 0.1 division to the left of the 
center. 

Call the point of rest under zero load r. Place the object to be 
weighed on the left-hand pan and weights on the right-hand pan 
until equilibrium is nearly established. With the rider determine 
the weight to the next smaller 0.1 milligram. Set the beam swing- 
ing as before and find the position of rest for the pointer. Call it 
r/ Shift the rider to the right, one whole division (= 0.1 mg.) 
so aa to bring the point of rest on the opposite aide of r, find the 
position of rest again, and call it r". The fraction (rf a milli- 
gram to be added to the weights and rider reading when r' was 
found is then 

'^'~^, X 0.10 

r — r 

For instance let the weights and rider reading be 27.4 mg. and 
let J-' = - 1.4 and r" = + 1.6 



then 



r' -r _ - 1.4 4- 0.1 _ - 1.3 _ 



and the true weight would be 27.4 + (0.43 X 0.1) = 27.44 mg. 

Another method of weighing by " deflection," requiring a 
knowledge of the sensitivity of the balance, is as follows: Sup- 
pose that a weight of 0.10 milligram will cause a deflection of the 
point of rest of 2.0 divisions on the ivory scale. Adjust the bal- 
ance so that the point of rest with no load corresponds to the 
zero of the ivory scale. Place the substance to be weighed in the 
left-hand pan and again determine the point of rest. Suppose 
the deflection to be 1.2 divisions. Then the weight of the sub- 
stance is 0.06 milligram. With a good balance this is a rapid and 
accurate method for small amounts of gold, but it is not very 
commonly used. 

Weighing by " No Deflection." — A third method of we^hing, 
called weighing by " no deflection," is sometimes employed for 
rough work. It consists in applying the necessary weights and 
then shifting the rider until the needle shows no deflection when 
the balance is lowered gently onto the knife-edges. This method 
disregards friction and inertia and is not as accurate as the two 
previously described methods. 

Weighing by Substitution. — This method of weighmg is the 
one usually adopted for the standardization or adjustment d 
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weights, as it avoids any possibility of error due to inequality of 
arms. It consists simply in placing the substance to be weighed 
on one pan, counterbalancing it with weights placed on the other 
pan, and then removing the substance and adding standard weights 
untU the balance is again in equilibrium. The weight of the sub- 
stance is obtained from the substituted weights. 

Check Weighing. — Students are advised to check all gold 
weighings in the following manner: Weigh and record weight 
of each lot of {Kirted gold resultii^ from duplicate or triplicate 
assays, then place all on one scale-pan and obtain the total weight. 
Compare this with the sum of the weights obtained in the separate 
weighings. The figures should check within 0.01 or at most 
0.02 milligram. If they do not, some of the weighings are at 
fault, some of the weights are in error, or the zero point has changed. 
By weighing the combined gold from 2 or 3 assays and reducing 
to miUigrams per assay-ton, the accuracy of the assay is corre- 
spondingly increased. This practice ia followed by all good 
aasayers. 

AccumulatiTe Weighing. — A modification of the above method 
of check weighii^ is to we^h the gold accumulatively. For in- 
stance, suppose an asaayer has fifty lots of gold to weigh, each one 
of them perhaps less than 1 milligram. He can save time by 
weighing one after the other, without bothering to remove the 
previous lot, until all fifty are on the scale-pan at one time. 
He records, of course, after the first weighing, the difference of 
we^t caused by each increment of gold. Besides saving time, 
this method of weighing reduces to a neghgible amount any con- 
stant error, such as change of adjustment, as instead of occurring 
in each one of the fifty weighings, the full amount of this error 
occurs only once in all, and but one-fiftieth of it applies to any one 
weighing. 

ADJUSTING AND TBSTIHO AN ASSA7 BALANCE. 

Leveling. — Level the balance by adjustii^ the footscrews and 
by observing the plumb-bob or level. Be sure that it rests firmly 
on the table or other support so that it will not be moved during 
the test. See that the beam, scale-pans and hangers are in their 
proper places and have not been forced out of normal position by 
previous careless usage. 
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EquiUbrium. — Lower the beam carefully until the agate knife- 
edges rest on the agate supports. This motion and the reverse 
one must be gentle to prevent injury to the knife-«<^es and also 
to prevent a shock or jar, which would tend to change the adjust- 
ments. Adjust the balance so that the pointer swings equally 
on each side of the center. A star wheel, a small projecting piece 
of metal or " flag," revolving on a vertical axis at the middle of 
the beam, or preferably &a extra rider, constitutes the attachment 
f6r this adjustment. If this adjustment cannot be made and 
the balance on starting to one side or the other continues to swing 
in that direction with increasing velocity, it is in ^instable equilib- 
rium, and the center of gravity must be lowered until the proper 
equilibrium is obtained. 

Tima of OadlUtioii. — Set the balance in motion and note the 
time of one complete oscillation, i.e., swing from one extreme 
to the other and back again. For the modem 5-inch-beam assay 
balance this should be from twelve to fifteen seconds. If much 
faster than this the balance will probably not be very sensitive. 
If much slower than this the balance may lack stability and each 
weighing will take a correspondingly longer time. 

Lowering the center of gravity of the beam results in decreasing 
the time of oscillation. 

Stobili^. — By " stability " of a balance is meant its property 
of remaining in adjustment during use and in spite of moderate 
changes of room temperature. It is a common error of assayers 
to neglect testing for stability when selecting a fine balance, and 
yet stability is fully as important as a h^h degree of sensitiveness. 

After each of the tests the beam should be lowered and the 
adjustment of the balance noted. If it no longer swings equally 
on each side of the center, due care having been taken to avoid 
disturbing any of the settings, it lacks stability. This may be due 
to excessive sensitiveness, which can be overcome by lowering the 
center of gravity of the system by means of the screw-ball, or it 
may be due to a defect in construction, arms of unequal length, 
etc., in which case it cannot be remedied. 

Resistance. — If the knife-edges are dull or the supporting 
surfaces rough the frictional resistance to swinging will be con- 
siderable and the diminution in the amplitude of swing will be 
rapid. Note the position of the pointer on the scale at the ex- 
tremes of several successive swings. The difference between 
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successive readings on the same side will show the diminution in 
amplitude due to friction and to resistance of the air. In a 
good assay balance this should not exceed 0.1 of a .division when 
the amplitude of swing is 1 division. The horizontal section <rf 
the beam and the area of the pans and other projecting parts 
should be as small as possible, to reduce the air resistance. 

Let the balance swing until it comes to rest and read the po- 
sition of the pointer, lift the beam from the knife-edges and repeat 
several times. The positions should not differ by more than 0.05 
of a division. A greater difference than this indicates flatness 
of the knife-edges or roughness of the supporting surfaces. If 
the beam is exceedingly slow in coming to rest this test is unnecesr 
sary. 

Sensitivity. — The sensitiveness of a balance is defined by 
physicists as the angle through which the beam moves when 1 
milligram excess weight is added to one pan. If the scale gradu- 
ations are laid out on the arc of a circle whose radius is the dis- 
tance from the center knife-edge to the scale, the number of scale 
divisions passed over are proportional to the angle of deflection 
and in any given balance, may be taken as a measure of the sen- 
sitiveness. Unfortunately, however, there is as yet no stand- 
ard distance between scale graduations and no uniformity of 
length of pointer, so that the number of scale divisions passed 
over cannot be used directly as a means of comparing the sen- 
sitiveness of balances of different makes. 

From a practical point of view, the sensitiveness is the smallest 
difference in weight which the balance will indicate. Thus, when 
we say that a balance is sensitive to 0.01 milligram we mean that 
0.01 milligrain added to one pan will cause a noticeable difference 
in the swing or m the position of the point of rest. 

Comparative Sensitivity. — With a distance between scale 
graduations of 0.05 inches it is easily possible to estimate the po- 
sition of the pointer at each extreme of a swing to the nearest 
0.2 division or to within 0.01 inch. Pointers on a number of the 
better American assay balances range from 5.5 to 6.75 inches in 
length and average about 6. inches. With the usual length of 
pointer, the position of the point of rest should be shifted at least 
0.01 inch when an unbalanced weight of 0.01 milligram is placed 
in one pan, if the balance is to be termed sensitive to 0.01 milli- 
gram. With this as a basis anyone may work out his own method 
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of comparing the sensitiveness of different balances, by taldug into 
account the distance between graduations and the length of the 
pointer. 

To Test Equality of Arms. — Adjust balance to swing evenly 
with no load and then place equal we^ts on each pan, equivalent 
to the full load of the balance. If the pointer does not now swing 
evenly the arms are of unequal length. 

To Determine if Knife-Edges are all in Same Horizontal I%ne. 
— Adjust balance and determine sensitivity with no load. Then 
place full load on each pan and again detennme sensitivity. When 
the three knife-edges are in the same plane there should be no 
change of sensitivity with any weight up to the full load of the 
balance. When the full load of the balance is not known the 
sensitivity should be determined for gradually increasing loads and 
a curve of sensitivity drawn. If the three knife-ec^es are in the 
same plane this curve should be a straight line up to the point 
where the beam begins to be deflected by an overload. 

WEIGHTS. 

For the three balances above described we require four seta of 
weights, as foUows : 

For the flux balance we should have a block containing weights 
from 1 kilogram to 1 gram. These weights need not be extremely 
accurate. 

For the pulp balance two sets are necessary, gram and assay-ton 
weights : gram weights, from 20 grams to 10 milligrams for weigh- 
ing flour and ore for lead, copper and tin assays, as well as the 
buttons from the same: assay-ton weights, 2 A. T, to ^ A, T. for 
weighing ore, matte, speiss and lead bullion for the gold and silver 
assay. 

For the button balance is required a set of mill^am weights of 
the utmost accuracy, from 1 milligram up to 500 or 1000 milli- 
grams. These are preferably made of platinum, as an absolutely 
non-corrosive weight is imperative. Riders are used for deter- 
mining fractions of a milligram. Riders are made of fine aluminum 
wire and are usually made to weigh 0.50 or 1.00 milligram. The 
balance beam is usually divided into 100 spaces on each side of 
the center and when a l-mi11igram rider is used each space repre- 
sents 0.01 milligram. 

For many balances, a rider with a diamond-shaped loop, known 
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aa the Thompson rider, ia to be preferred. Its principal advan- 
tage ia due to its property of always hanging in a vertical position 
when on the rider arm. Even if it falls over to one aide when on 
the beam it will slip back to the vertical position when lifted by 
the rider arm. The diamond-shaped loop prevents it from swing- 
ing or twisting around on the rider carrier and permits the rider 
to be placed squarely on the beam. 



FiQ. 38. — ThompBon multiple rider attachmeDt. 

Multiple Rider Attachment — Some of the balance makers are 
now supplying, on demand, what ia called a multiple rider attach- 
ment, designed to do away with the use of the smaller weights. 
It consists of a carrier supplied with a number of riders of different 
weights, for instance, 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 20, 30 milligrams, so arranged 
that any or all may be placed on a support provided for the pur- 
pose. This is equivalent to placing flat weights of the same 
value in the pan. 

In Fig. 38 is shown a multiple rider attachment, the horizontal 
arm of which extends through the glass aide of the balance and 
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tenninates in a milled head. The different riders are distinguished 
from each other by differently formed ends. An advantage 
claimed for this device is a saving in the wear and tear of weights, 
as the small flat weights, frequently handled by forceps, become 
broken and inaccurate, whereas the riders, on which there is prac- 
tically no wear, will maintain their original weight almost indefi- 
nitely. A second advantage claimed is a saving in time, as with 
this attachment the riders can be manipulated much more quickly 
than the flat weights, which must be handled with forceps. It is 
not necessary to open the door of the balance in weighing any bead 
under 40 or 50 milligrams, and this alone is a saving of some time 
and also allows all air currents to subside before the final reading is 
made. 

Aasay-Ton Weights. — The assay-ton system of weights was 
devised to facilitate the calculation of the results of gold and silver 
assays. In the United States and Canada the results of such as- 
says are reported in troy ounces of gold and silver per 2000 pound 
avoirdupois ton of ore. With the ordinary system of weights a 
tedious calculation would have to be made for each assay with 
the possibility of mathematical errors. 

The basis of the assay-ton system is the number of troy ounces 
(29,166.+) in one ton of 2000 pounds avoirdupois. The assay- 
ton is made to weigh 29.166 grams. Then 

1 ton avoirdupois ; I ounce troy ; : 1 assay-ton : 1 milligram. 
Therefore, with one assay-ton of ore, the weight of the silver or 
gold in milligrams gives immediately the assay in ounces per ton. 

In England and Australia the long ton of 2240 pounds is used, 
and the assay-ton weighs 32.666 grams. 

In Mexico ores are bought and sold in metric tons of 1000 
kilograms and assays are reported in grams of gold and grams or 
kilograms of sUver per metric ton. In this case it is convenient 
to weigh out ore in grams. 

Calibration of Wd^ts. — The weights supplied by the makers 
cannot always be relied upon and even originally perfect ones are 
subject to changes of weight due to wear or accumulation of dirt'. 
Therefore H behooves the assayer to check his weights Occasionally 
and to determine the correction to be applied to the marked value. 
This requires the use of a standardized weight which should be 
carefully preserved and used for thb purpose only. 

The method of swings should be used and the weighing done by 
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deflection after the sensitivity of the balance has been determined. 
First determine the position of rest and the sensitivity with no 
load, with 100, 250 and 500 milligram loads respectively. The 
senHtivity should not vary much throughout this range. The 
method to be followed can be understood from the following 
example. 

CAUBRATIOn OF A SET OF ASSAY WEIGHTS. 

Designate each weight by its marked value in the parenthesis 

and when there are several of the same value note some peculiarity 

by which each may be designated. The weights in the set, marked 

in milligrams are: 

(500) = a, (200) = 6, (100) = c, (100') = d, (50) = e, (20) = /, 
(10) = g, (10') = h, (10") = (5) + (2)+ (2') + (1) = i. 

The weight (100) is compared with the standard 100-milligram 
weight and the weights are then compared among themselves by 
the method of swings. The letters represent the true values. 
In calibrating the weights from 100 milligrams to 10 milligrams, 
observations should be made on the following combinations : 
Leftr-hand Pan Right-hand Pan ■» '^ ^ 

(100) 100 n^. standard , > 

(100) (50) + (20) + (10) + (10') + (5) + (2) + ia'j) 

+ (1) 
(50) (20) + (10) + (IC) + (5) + (2) + (2') + (1) 

(20) (10) + (IC) 

The recorded observations are as follows; 

100 mg. = c - 0.020 mg. 

c = e + f + g + h + i + 0.190 

e =/ + s + A + t" +0.020 

/ = S + A +0.040 

ff = A + 0.015, 

A = i" + 0.040 

Solvii^ these equations, 

A = t + 0.040 

g = z + 0.055 

/ = 2i + . 135 

e = 5t + . 250 

c= lOi + 0.670 ' ' 

c = 100.020 mg. 
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From the last two values of 

lOi = 99.350 mg. 
i- 9.935 mg. 
Substituting this value for t in the above equations, we find the 
following values for the other weights of the set: 

Designation Actual Weight Correction* bo Marked Value 



100.020 


+ .020 mg. 


49.925 


- .075 " 


20.005 


+ .005 " 


9.990 


- .010 " 


9.975 


- .025 " 


9.935 


- .065 " 



The smaller we^hts in i, may be calibrated in a similar manner. 
The large weights (lOO), (200) and (500) may be standardized by a 
simple modlB cation of the above. 

The process is made much simpler by havir^ a complete set of 
standard we^hts which are very carefully handled and kept 
solely for standardizing purposes, and these the larger assay offices 
usually have. 

Testing Riders. — Every new rider should be tested before use, 

as riders often vary 0.01 or 0.02 raiUigrams from their supposed 

value. If a rider is too heavy, a little bit at a time may be cut off 

with a pair of scissors until it comes down to the standard. 

* A + correction means that the weight is heavier than the normal value. 
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CHAPTER V. 
CUPELLATION. 

In every assay of an ore for gold and silver, we endeavor to iise 
Buch Suxes and to have such conditions as will give us as a result- 
ant two products: 

1st. An alloy of lead, with practically all of the gold and silver 
of the ore and as small amounts of other elements as possible. 

2nd. A readily fusible slag containing the balance of the ore 
and fluxes. 

The lead button is separated from the slag and then treated by 
a process called cupellation to separate the gold and sUver from 
the lead. This consists of an oxidizing fusion in a porous vessel 
called a cupel. If the proper temperature is maintained the lead 
oxidizes rapidly to PbO which is partly {98.6 • per cent) 
absorbed by the cupel and partly (1.5 per cent) volatUized. 
When this process has been carried to completion the gold and sil- 
ver is left in' the cupel in the form of a bead. 

The cupel is a shallow, porous dish made of bone-ash, Portland 
cement, magnesia or other refractory and non-corrosive material 
The early assayers used cupels of wood ashes from which the 
soluble constituents had been leached. Agricola, writing about 
the year 1550, mentions the use of ashes from burned bones. 
Ashes from deers' horns he pronounces best of all ; but the use 
of these was becoming obsolete in his time, and he states that 
assayers <A his day generally made the cupels from the ashes of 
beech wood. 

To-day it is thought that the bones of sheep are the best for 
cupels. The bones should be cleaned before bumir^ and as 
little silica as possible introduced with them. It is important 
not to bum the bones at too high a temperature as this makes 
the ash harder and less absorbent. It is also advisable to boil 
the bones in water before burnii^ them as this dissolves a great 
part of the organic matter, which if burned with the bones yields 
sulphates and carbonates of the alkalies. 

* Liddell, Eng. and Min. Jour. 89, p. 1264. (June, 1010.) 
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Properly burned sheep bones will yield an ash containing about 
90 per cent calcium phosphate, 5.65 per cent calcium oxide, 
1.0 per cent magnesium oxide, and 3.1 per cent calcium fluoride. 
Ordinary commercial bone-ash also contains more or less sUica 
and unoxidized carbon. If more than a fraction of a per cent of 
silica is found in bone-ash, it is evidence that sufficient care has 
not been taken in cleaning the bones, and cupels made from such 
bone-ash are more likely than others to crack durii^ cupellation, 
often resulting in the loss of small beads. If the bone-ash shows 
black specks it is an indication of insufficient oxidation and the 
assayer should allow the cupels to stand for some time in the 
hot muffie, with the door open, before using. Carbon is an 
undesirable constituent of cupels as it reacts with the leEid oxide 
formed giving off CO and Cd which may cause a loss of the 
molten alloy due to spitting. 

Bone-ash for cupels should be finely ground to pass at least a 
40-me3h screen and the pulverized material should consist of 
such a natural mixture of sizes as will give a solid cupel with 
enough fine material to fill interstices between coarser particles. 
Opinions differ as to the best size of crushing for bone-ash 
and this will depend no doubt upon the character of the material. 
The bone-ash represented by tlie followii^ screen analysis has, 
however, yielded particularly good cupels. 

TABLE VIII. 
Size of Bonb~Ash. 



Sinmtah 


«»mm. 


Pm 


ntmiiht 


On 


40 


0.380 




9 


Through 40 " 


60 


0.244 




14 




100 


0.145 




17 


" 100 " 


150 


0.098 




10 


" 150 








50 



With cupels made from this bone-ash it was possible to reduce 
losses to 1.60 per cent, using 100 mg. of silver and 25 grams of 
lead, while with some other lots of bone-ash containing smaller 
proportions of — 150-mesh material it was found • impossible to 
keep the losses below 2.0 per cent. 
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Making Cupels. — Cupels are made by moistening the bone- 
ash with from 8 to 20 per cent of water and compressing in a mold. 
The bone-ash and water shoidd be thoroughly mixed by knead- 
ing, and the mixture ahould finally be sifted through a 10- or 
12-me8h sieve to break up the lumps. Some authorities recom- 
mend adding a little potassium carbonate, molasses or flour to 
the mixture, but with good bone-ash nothing but pure water 
need be added. The mixture should be sufficiently moist to co- 
here when strongly squeezed in the hands, but not so wet as to 
adhere to the fingers or to the cupel mold. Twelve per cent of 
water by we^ht is about right; but the amount used will depend 



FiQ. 39. — Cupel machine. 

somewhat on the bone-ash and on the pressure used in forming 
the cupels. The greater the pressure the smaller the amount of 
water which is required. It is better to err on the side of making 
the mixture a little too dry than too wet. 

The cupels may be molded either by hand or by machine. The 
hand outfit consists of a ring and a die. The ring is placed on 
the anvil and filled with the moist bone-ash, the die is inserted 
and pressed down firmly. It is then struck one or more blows 
with a heavy hammer or mallet, and turned after each blow; 
finally the cupel is ejected. The cupels are placed on a board 
and dried slowly in a warm place. The amount of compression 
is a matter of experience and no exact rule for it can be given; 
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but it may be approximated by makii^ the cupels so hard that 
when removed from the mold they are scratched only with diffi- 
culty by the finger nail. One man can make about 100 cupels 
an hbur, using the hand mold and die. 

Several types of cupel machines are on the market and one of 
the best is shown in Fig. 39. This machine, has a compound 
lever arrangement which gives a pressure on the cupel equal to 
twenty times that applied to the hand lever. By adjusting, 
different degrees of compression may be obtained. These 
machines have interchangeable dies and rings so that different 
sizes of eupels may be made. The rated capacity of this machine 
is two hundred cupels an hour. Another machine made by the 
same company has an automatic charging arrangement. This 
machine is claimed to have a capacity of six hundred cupels an 
hour. Cupels should be uniform in hardness, and it would seem 
that with a properly des^ned machine a more uniform pressure 
could be obtained than by the use of hammer and die. Some 
assayers, however, still prefer hand-made cupels. 

Cupels should be air-dried for several days, at least, before 
use. Most assayers make them up several months in advance 
so as to insure complete drying. They should not be kept where 
fumes from parting can be absorbed by them as, if this occurs, 
the CaO present will be converted into CaCNOj)*. This com- 
pound is decomposed at the temperature of cupellation and may 
cause spitting of the lead button. 

Cupels should not crack when heated in the muffle and should 
be so strong that they will not break when handled with the 
toi^. Good cupels give, a slight metallic ring when struck to- 
gether after air-drying. It is best to heat cupels slowly in the 
muiHe as this lessens the chance of their cracking. 

A good cupel should be perfectly smooth on the inside, and of 
the right porosity. If it is too dense, the time of cupellation is 
prolonged and the temperature of cupellation has to be higher, 
thus increasii^,tfae loss of silver. If the cupel is too porous it 
is said that there is danger of a greater loss, due to the ease with 
which small particles of alloy can pass into the cupel. The 
bowl of the cupel should be made to hold a weight of lead equal . 
to the weight of the cupel. 

The shape of the cupel seems to influence the loss of precious 
metals. A flat, shallow one exposes a greater surface to oxida- 
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tion and allows of faster cupellation; it also gives a greater sur- 
face of contact between alloy and cupel, and as far as losses are 
due to direct absorption of alloy, it will of course increase these. 
The writer, using the same bone-ash and cupel machine," and 
changing only the shape of the cupel, has found shallow cupels to 
give a much higher loss of silver. In doing this work it was 
found harder to obtain crystals of litharge with the shallow cupel 
without freezing, and it was very evident that a higher cupella- 
tion temperature was required for the shallow cupel. The reason 
for this is that in the case of the shallow cupel the molten alloy 
is more directly exposed to the current of air passing through 
the muffle, and consequently a higher muffle temperature has 
to be maintained to prevent freezing. T. K. Rose* also prefers 
deep cupels on account of smaller losses. French found shallow 
cupels less satisfactory on account of sprouting. 

A satisfactory size of cupel for general assay work is 1| inches 
in diameter and 1 inch high with a maximum depth of bowl 
of a inch. A bone-ash cupel of these dimensions weighs slightly 
more than 40 grams and will hold the litharge from a 30-gram 
button with but little leakage. If necessary a 40-gram button 
may be cupeled in it, but if it is so used the bottom of the muffle 
should be well covered with bone-ash. A bone-ash cupel will 
absorb about its own weight of litharge. 

Cupellation. — The muffle is heated to a light red, and the 
cupels, weighing about one-third more than the buttons which 
are to go into them, are carefully introduced and allowed to re- 
main for at least ten minutes, in order to expel all moisture and 
organic matter. During this preliminary heating the door to 
the muffle is ordinarily kept closed, but if the cupels contain 
oi^nic matter it is left open at first and then closed for five 
miautes or so before the buttons are introduced. 

When all is ready the buttons are placed carefully in the 
cupels and the muffle door again closed. If the cupels 
are thoroughly heat«d, the lead will melt at once and become 
covered with a dark scum. If the temperature of the muffle 
is correct this will disappear in the course of a minute or two 
when the molten lead will become bright. The assays are then 
said to have opened up or " uncovered." This signifies 
that the lead has begun to oxidise rapidly, raising the temperature 
* Eng. and Min. Jour. 00, p. 934. 
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of the molten alloy considerably above that of its surroundings, 
whence it appears bright. It assumes a convex surface, and 
molten patches of litharge passing down over this surface give 
it a lustrous appearance. It is then said to " drive." 

When the assays have uncovered, the door of the muffle is 
opened to admit a plentiful supply of au- to promote oxidation 
of the lead, while at the same time the temperature of the muffle 
should be reduced. Accordmg to Fulton*, if the buttons are 
practically pure lead the temperature of uncovering is about 
850° C. However, if antimony, cobalt, nickel etc., are present, 
the temperature of uncovering and also that required for cupella- 
tion will be higher. 

The greater part of the lead oxide formed remains liquid and 
flows down over the convex surface of the molten alloy. If the 
temperature of the cupel is high enough this molten litharge is 
absorbed. A small part of the lead oxide is vaporized and ap- 
pears as fume rising from the cupel. 

After cupeling has proceeded for a few minutes, a ring, caused 
by the absorbed lithai^c, may be seen around the cupel just 
above the surface of the metal. If the temperature is right for 
cupeUi^ this will be very dull red, almost black. If it is bright 
red, the temperature is too high. The color of the alloy itself 
will be much brighter than that of the absorbed lithaifie, as it 
is in fact much hotter than the cupel or surroundii^ air, on ac- 
count of the heat generated by the rapid oxidation of the lead. 
Next to the formation of abundant litharge crystals, the appear- 
ance of the absorbed litharge is the best indication of proper 
cupellation temperature. 

If the temperature is exactly r^ht feather-like crystals of 
litharge form on the sides of the cupel above the lead. This 
is due to sublimation of some of the volatilized lead oxide. In 
cupeling for silver the temperature should be such that these crys- 
tals are obtained on at least the front-half of the cupel, and aa 
the button grows smaller they should follow it down the side of 
the cupel, leaving, however, a slight clear space around it. If 
the temperature becomes too low for the cupel to absorb the 
litharge, the crystals begin to form all around and close to the 
lead in the cupel, and soon a pool of molten litharge is seen form- 
ing all around the annular space between the lead and the cupel.* 
* Western Chemist and MetsUui^t, 4, p. 31. (Feb. 190S.) 
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If the temperature of the cupel ia not quickly raiBed, this pool 
increases in size and soon entirely covers the lead and then solidi- 
fies. When this occurs the button is said to have " frozen," 
although the lead itself may be liquid underneath. Frozen assays 
should be rejected as the results obtained from them, by again 
bringii^ to a driving temperature, are usually low. If the freez- 
ii^ is noticed at the start, it may be arrested by quickly raisii^ 
the temperature of the cupel in some way, i. e., by taking away 
the coolers, closii^ the door to the muiHe, opening the draft, 
putting a hot piece of coke in front of the cupel, etc. 

Banners have difficulty m noting the first symptoms of freez- 
ing, but all should be able to see the pool of litharge starting. 
This gives the appearance and effect of oil; if the cupel is moved 
the button slides around as if it were greased. 

Toward the end of the cupellation process the temperature 
must be raised again, because the alloy becomes more difficultly 
fusible as the proportion of silver in it increases, and in order to 
drive of f the last of the lead a tempe rature of about 900^ C. should 
be reached. The temperature should . not be raised so high as 
to mell thirerystala of litharge, for if this is done too great a loss 
of silver results. 

As the alloy becomes richer in silver it becomes more and more 
rounded in shap e and shining drops of litharge appear and move 
about on its surface. As the last of the lead goes off, these drops 
disappear, the fused litharge covering becomes very thin and, 
being of variable thickness, gives an effect of interference of 
light, so that the bead appears to revolve and presents a succes- 
sion of rainbow colors. This phenomenon is termed the " play of 
colors." The colors disappear shortly, the bead becomes dull and 
after a few seconds appears bright and silvery. This last chaise 
is called the " brightening." 

After brightening, the cupels should be left in the furnace for 
a few minutes to ensure removal of the last of the lead, and then 
moved gradually to the front of the muffle before they are taken 
out, so that cooling may be slow. 

As the bead solidifies it will " flash " or " blick," i. e., suddenly 
emit a flash of light due to the release of the latent heat of fusion, 
which raises the temperature very much for a short time. 

Cupels containing large silver beads should be drawn to the 
front of the muffle until they chill. Just as the bead is about to 
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solidify a very hot cupel \s placed over them and allowed to stand 
for several minutes, after which they are slowly withdrawn from 
the muffle. The hot cupel melta the outside crust of sohd silver 
and causes solidification to go on from below. If this precau- 
tion is not taken, the beads may "sprout" or "spit." This 
action is caused by the sudden escape of oxygen which is dissolved 
in the molten silver and expelled when the bead solidifies. If 
the bead is allowed to solidify rapidly, a crust of solid silver forms 
on the outside, and as the central part solidifies this crust is 
violently ruptured by the expelled oxygen, giving a cauHflower- 
like growth on the bead and causit^ particles of silver to be 
thrown off. As a consequence the results obtained from sprouted 
beads are unreliable. Beads containing one-third or more of 
gold will not sprout even if rapidly withdrawn from the muffle. 
Sprouting is said to be an evidence of the purity of the silver. 

The silver bead should appear smooth and briDiant on the 
upper surface, and should be silver-white in colo r and spherical 
or hemispherical in shape, according to i ts size. It should adhere 
slightly to the cupel and appear frosted on the under surface. 
If the bead is smooth on the bottom and does not adhere to the 
cupel, it is an indication of too low a finishing temperature. Such 
a bead will always contain lead. If it has rootlets which extend 
into cracks of the cupel the results are abo to be taken as unreli- 
able, as some of the silver may be lost in the c\x^\. 

Lead buttons very rich in gold and silver have a peculiar mottled 
appearance after cupeling begins. Oily drops of litharge appear 
and move about on the surface of the alloy and finally run down 
the side of the convex surface and are absorbed by the cupel. 
This appearance is characteristic and once seen is easily recog- 
nized again. It naay be seen toward the end of cupellation with 
any alloy containing much precious metal and is an indication 
of the approach of the end and a reminder that the temperature 
should be raised to ensure drivii^ off the last of the lead. 

The minimum temperature at which cupellation will proceed 
has been a more or less disputed point, owii^ largely to a differ- 
ence in conception of the process and involved conditions. At 
least three methods of measuring the temperature have been 
proposed. One experimenter held his pyrometer junction one- 
quarter inch above the alloy in the cupel, another placed the 
junction inside the cupel, while a third measured the temperature 
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of the alloy itself. According to Fulton* the alloy itself must 
be between 800 and 850" C. Litharge melts at 884" (Mosto- 
witch), 906° (Bradford), but passes through a pasty stage before 
becoming liquid. It would seem that the cupel itself must be 
maintained above the melting point of litharge in order to allow . 
of absorption. At any event the cupel is much hotter than the 
space around it partly because of the heat generated by the oxida- 
tion of the lead and partly because the cupel rests on the floor 
of the muifle and its interior portion becomes heated by conduc- 
tion through the muffle floor on which it stands. Bradford t 
found 906° C. to be the minimum cupel temperature which would 
permit of absorption of litharge. Lodged found that for silver 
cupellation with a moderate draft, the muffle temperature (taken 
one-quarter inch above the cupels) should be between 650° and 
700° C. 

FIRST EXERCISE. PRACTICE IH CDPBLLATIOH. ^ 

Procedure.' — Take from 0.10 to 0.20 grams of silver, but do 
not waste time in weighing. Wrap in 25 to 30 grams of sheet 
lead. Prepare two or three of these portions and cupel one at 
a time in order to become familiar with the operation, and with 
the correct temperature. To study the end phenomena " play of 
colors," " brightening," " blick " etc., the same or a lai^r amount 
of silver may be used with a smaller amount of lead, say 10 grams. 

Have the muffle at a bright red; be sure that the cupels are 
dry and then heat gradually until they are red. Allow at least 
ten minutes for this. Be sure that the cupels weigh more than 
the lead, and that the bowl is sufficiently lai^e to contain the 
melted alloy. Have a row of extra cupels in front of those which 
are to be used and keep them there throughout the process. 
Keep the door to the muffle closed and when the cupel is red 
throughout and heated to about 850° C. place the packet of lead 
and silver carefully in the cupel and close the door to the muffle 
so that the lead will fuse as quickly as possible, As soon as the 
assay begins to " drive," note the time, open the door of the 
muffle and lower the temperature of the cupel by checking the 
fire and by placit^ cold scorifiers, etc., around it. Continue to 
reduce the temperature until feather crystals of litharge are 

• Western Chemist and Metaliurpst, 4, p. 31 (1908). 
t Jour. Ind. and Eng. Chem. 1, p. 181. 
} Notes on Aasaying, p. 82. 
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seen forming at least on the front half of the cupel. Then coa- 
tinue the cupellation at this temperature. Finally finish the 
assay at a somewhat higher heat, increasii^ the temperature 
by startii^ up the fire, removing the coolers or by shutting off 
some of the cold air supply by partly closing the door to the 
muffle. If the cupels are ninnii^ vety cold it will be necessary 
to start raising the temperature some five minutes before the 
end. The fire should be under good control at all times. As 
soon as the cupellation is finished remove the assay carefully 
from the muffle to avoid sprouting. All assayers agt«e that 
the best results are obtained by having a hot start, a cold drive, 
and a higher heat again st the finish. 

Notes; 1. When a. number of cupellatioos are carried on at one time, 
the buttons should be charged in tiie order of their size, i.e., largest first, bo 
that all may start driving together. 

A sldlful aseayer, with a lai^ muffle, can run as many as fifty cupeUations 
at one time and obtain feather crystals on all. 

2. When a number of cupellationa are carried on at one time, the cupels 
are not moved about after the lead is put in, but the temperature is regulated 1^ 
means of the draft and firing and by the use of coolers, (cold scorifiers, cupek, 
crucible covers, etc) which are put in toward the back of the furnace and 
replaced as soon as they become heated. 

3. Bear in mind that although the temperature of the muffle may be as 
low as 650° or 700° C, the cupel itself should be slightly above the freezing 
point of litharge, to allow of its being absorbed. It has been found best, 
therefore, to protect the body of the cupel itself from the draft through the 
muffle, by placing an extra row of cupels or a low piece of fire-brick in front 
of the first row of cupels. 

4. Buttons containing copper may be cupeled at a lower temperature 
than those consisting of pure lead and silver, owing to the fact that cupric 
oxide lowers the freesing point of litharge. 

& Aft«r the cupellation is finished, the cupel should be left in the muffle 
one or two minutee, depending on the size of the bead, to'remove the last 
troccfl of lead. After this it should be withdrawn; otherwise a lose of silver 
ensues. 

6. When the finishing temperature is too low, the beads will soUdify with- 
out brightening. They retain lead and have a dull appearance and some- 
times show flakes of lithat^ on the surface. Under certain conditions they 
flatten out, leaving a gray, mossy bead. 

7. When the button contains only gold, a higher finishing temperature 
is required than when working for silver. 

8. When gold is present in considerable aniounte the bead will not sprout 
even if taken directly out of the muffle. 

9. Besides gold and silver, the head may contain platinum, palladium, 
rhodium, iridium, ruthenium, osmium, and iridosmium. 
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10. If the upper surface ot the bead appears to be frosted this indicatea 
the presence of telluritim or some member of the platJQiim group. 

11. Buttons whjch cantaia a lai^ amount of platinum flatt«n out and 
will not bUck. They have a steel-gray color and a dull surface. 



Procedure. — We^h out carefully three portions of bullion 
of J A. T. each. Wrap each in 10 to 15 grams of silver-free lead 
foil so that the whole is very compact, having each piece of lead 
foil of the same size and weight. 

Have a good fire so that the lead will melt, and start to drive 
without delay. Use cupels which we^h 35 grams or more and 
have them all in a row with an extra row in front. Drop the 
assays in as quickly as i>^ssible and close the door. As soon as 
the lead starts to drive, cl(5se the drafts and cool as soon as possible 
so that feather crystals of lithai^e form on at least the front 
half of the cupel. Finally opfen the draft and otherwise increase 
the temperature for the last minute or two of cupellation to drive 
off the last traces of lead. Have some hot cupels in the muffle 
and, as soon as the beads bright«n, pull them forward in the 
mufHe to chill and then put a hot cupel over tliem and withdraw 
both slowly from the muffle. All danger of sproutii^ is over 
when the inside of the cupel reaches a dull red or when the bead 
has become solid throughout. Remove from the furnace to the 
cupel tray and allow to cool. When the bead is cold, detach it 
from the cupel with the pliers and brush with a stiff brush to 
remove bone-ash, or place it on its aide on a clean anvil and 
sl^tly flatten with a hammer. When the bead is free from 
bone-ash, weigh it, recording in the notebook the weight of gold 
and sUver. Then part and we^h the gold; finally report the 
amount of gold and silver in ounces per ton. 

Notes: 1, Have a sheet of clean white paper at hand and when trans- 
ferring the bullion from the scale-pan to the lead foil do it over this so that in 
case any is spilled it will he seen and recovered. Do all of the wrapping and 
compressing over this paper for the same reason. 

2. If the assay is not compact, it may overflow the cupel while melting, 
or else leave small particles on the sides of the cupel, which will not come 
down mto the main button. 

Loss of Silver in Cupeling. — There is always some loss in 
cupellation, the amount depending on many factors such as the 
nature and shape of the cupel, the temperature of cupellation, 
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the proportion of lead to silver, the amount and character of 
impurities, the draft through the muffle, etc. Losses may be 
due to spurting, absorption of bullion by the cupel, oxidation 
and absorption of silver with litharge, and volatilization of sil- 
ver either alone or accompanied by other metals. 

The cupel surface may be regarded as a membrane permeable 
to molten litharge and impermeable to lead. The more nearly 
the material of the cupel surface approaches this condition the 
lower the losses may be made. Some cupels, particularly some of 
magnesite, present spots of material which are permeable to lead 
and consequently give a high loss of silver. 

The most important factor relative to cupel loss, however, 
is the temperature. The higher the temperature, the higher 
the loss, is an invariable rule. The increased loss due to higher 
temperature seems to be due mostly to an increased oxidation of 
the silver and a consequent greater absorption loss. The volatil- 
ization loss is also increased by an increase of temperature. A 
loss of 1 per cent silver is allowable and the loss may usually be 
kept close to this figure by taking pains to cupel with abundant 
crystals of litharge. If this matter is overlooked a loss of 4 or 5 
per cent may readily be obtained and this, of course, is entirely 
inadmissable. 

The following table, taken from Lodge's "Assaying," illustrates 
this point and shows the importance of cupelii^ at the correct 
temperature. The temperature was taken with a Le Chatelier 
pyrometer, the junction being held about one-quarter inch above 
the button. 

TABLE IX. 
Effect of Temperature on Ix»s of Sn.vER in Copbixation. 



Sine 


Lmd 


TampBn- 

tuie 


p« OMlt" 


Ronwki 


200 
200 

200 
200 
200 


10 
10 

10 
10 
10 


70O 
776 

860 
926 
1000 


1.02 
1.30 

1.73 
3.65 
4.8S 


Crvstftla of PbO all around button. 
Crystah of PbO on cooler aide of 

cupel. 
No crystals. 
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The amount of lead and silver present in any button has a 
marked effect on the percentage loss of silver in cupellation. 
Rose,* in speakii^ of cupellation says, " The losses of silver at 
first are small, so long as large quantites of base metals protect 

it from oxidation Later, when the percentage of silver is high 

il is freely oxidized .... and the oxidation is at its maximum when 
the sUver is practically pure." 
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This is well illustrated by the curve shown in Fig. 40 ia which 
is plotted the cumulative, minute-to-minute, loss of silver in cupel- 
ing a 30^am button containing 100 milligrams of silver. Thia 
is the result of considerable careful experimental work done in 
the fire assay laboratory of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
noli^y, several years ago. 

Keeping the amount of silver constant and varying the lead, 
Lodge obtains the results shown in the following table: 
* ,Tisiis. Inst. Min. Met, U, p. 420. 
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TABLE X. 



Effect of Lbad on Loss of Silver in CtrpCLLATioN. 


Hil™ 


L«d 




SUv«rk- 


200 
200 
200 
200 


10 
IS 
20 
25 


685 

685 
685 

685 


1.39 

1.38 
1.52 
1.85 



' Avenge of two netirest together 

When the quantity of lead remains constant and the silver 
is varied the percentage loss of silver is found to increase as the 
silver is reduced. The following representative figures taken 
from Godshall's paper on " Silver Losses in Cupellation "* show 
this very clearly. 

TABLE XI. 
Effect of Vaktiko Silver on Cupellation Losses. 



Waliht of LMd 
Weicht ol Silvn 

EUlverLoH 






1/2 A. T, 
Kam. 



1/2 A. T. 1/aA. T 
2.Si% 3.44% 



Loss of Gold in Ciqteling. — There is always some loss of gold 
in cupeling, but owii^ to the greater resistance of this metal to 
oxidation this loss is smaller than the corresponding silver loss. 
The followii^ table, taken from Loc^e, show? the relation be- 
tween the loss of gold and the temperature of cupellation. 

TABLE XII. 
Effbct of Temperature on Loss of Gold in CofeUiAtion. 







TempiM- 






OolduMd 

milUcrun> 


Lad 


ture 
d(«rM« 


Goldl« 
pwoew' 




200 


10 






Button froae. 


200 


10 


776 


0.165 




200 


10 


850 


0.385 






10 




0.460 




200 


10 


1000 


1.435 




200 


10 


1075 


2.990 





' Meaa of two results nearest together. 
• Trans. A I.M.E. 26, pp. 473-484 inc. 
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In the case of the gold with temperatures of 1000 degrees and 
above, the higher losses seem to be due in part to a lessening 
of the surface tension owing to the increased temperature, for 
when the cupels were examined with the microscope a large num- 
ber of minute beads were found all over the inner surface. It 
would appear that small particles of the alloy were left behind 
to cupel by themselves. 

As in the case of silver, the percent^e loss of gold, is found 
to increase as the quantity is reduced. Hillebrand and Allen * 
show that, contrary to the usual opinion, the loss of gold in cupel- 
ing is not negligible, and is greatly inBuenced by slight changes 
in temperature They found that the most exact results were ob- 
tained when feather crystals of litharge were obtained on the cupeb. 

Effect of Silver on the Loss of Gold in Cupeling. — Lodge, in 
his " Notes on Assaying," states that the addition of silver in 
excess lessens the loss of gold, but gives no figures. Hillebrand 
and Allenf state that the loss of gold in cupelingis greater with 
pure gold and alloys poor in silver than with alloys rich in silver. 
Smith t gives the following figures showing the protective action 
exercised by silver on gold during cupellation : 

Per cent of total gold recovered. 
Tellurium added. Without tellurium. 
Without sflver 94 . 9 98 . 2 

With silver 97.0 99.5 

In order to obtain more light upon this subject, Mr. A. B. 
Sanger, a student at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
made a large number of careful experiments, using proof gold 
and C. P. silver. The work was done in a gas furnace and the 
temperature was measured by a thermo-electric pyrometer, the 
junction of which was placed in the center of a blank cupel in 
line with the cupels which were being used. Mr. Sanger used 
10 milligrams of gold and various amounts of silver with 25 
grams of lead, and with four different temperatures. His results § 
are shown in Fig. 41. The gold losses include any solution losses 
there may have been in parting, but these are extremely small, 
or nil. The results show a very decided protective effect of sil- 

• Bull. No. 253 V. 3. Geol. Survey, p. 20 et seq. 

t Op. eit. 

J The Behavior of TeUurium in Assaying. Tlans. Inat Min. Met. 17, 
p. 472. 

I Thesis No. 492, M.I.T. Mming Department. 
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ver and confirm the statements of Lodge and others. A glance 
at the curves shows how important it is to run gold assays at a 
temperature close to that at which feather crystals are obtained. 
With smaller amounts of gold the percentage losses will be corre- 
spondingly greater. 

Influence of Inqnuities on the Loss of Predoos Hetals during 
Cupetlation. — According to Rose,* tellurium, selenium, thal- 
lium, bismuth, molybdenum, manganese, copper, vanadium, zinc, 
arsenic, antimony, cadmium, iron and tin, all induce extra losses 
of gold and silver in cupellation and should be removed before 
this stage is reached. 

The behavior ot tellurium in cupellation will be mentioned 
in the discussion of the assay of telluride ores. Copper is per- 
haps the most common impurity, and on account of the difficulty 
of removing it completely in scorification or crucible fusions, a 
knowledge of jta behavior in cupeling is particularly important. 
Eager and Welch t give the foUowii^ table showing the effect of 
copper on the loss of silver in cupellation. 

TABLE XIII. 
EiracT OF Copper on Silvbr Lobhbb m CufblliUion. 



No. 


Bitw 
■nn» 


La»d 


dWTMa 


Cow- 
dlth* 


Po-owt. 


- 


lUiioof 

Iwdto 








■l™ 


















iDdividlul 


ICmd 




1 


.20382 


10 


775 


5 


1.00 




1000 to 1 


2 


.20256 








1.15 






3 


.20036 








0.93 


1.03 




4 


.20618 






10 


1.19 




500 tol 


6 


.20193 








1.09 






6 


.20118 








1.06 


1.11 




7 


.20146 






15 


1.35 




333 to 1 


8 


.20138 








1.27 






9 


.20432 








'1.15 


1.31 




10 


.20282 






20 


'1.15 




260 tol 


11 


.20100 




" 




1.45 






12 


.30338 








1.46 


1.46 




13 


.20224 






2S 


1.05 




200 tol 


U 


.20496 




;; 




0.95 






Ifi 


.20420 








1.07 


1.02 





' Disregarded. 
* Jour. Chem. Met. and Min. Soc. ot South Africa, S, p. 167. 
t TbeeiB No. 225, M.I.T. Mining Department. 
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When the results shown in this table are compared with those 
in Table IX, it appears that the presence of a small amount of cop- 
per, not more than 1 part to 500 of lead, and not more than 1 
part to 10 parts of silver, reduces the loss of silver below that 
which results when no copper is used. This may be due to the 
protective action which copper is known to exert upon silver.' 

With a ratio of 1 part of copper to 333 parts of lead and with 
6.67 parts of silver, the loss is about the same as in the absence 
of copper. 

With an increase in the amount of copper to I part to 250 of 
lead and 5 parts of silver the loss is greater than when no copper 
is used. 

With a ratio of 1 part of copper to 200 parts of lead and 4 parts 
of silver the loss apparently becomes less, but this was found to 
be due to the retention of copper in the silver bead. 



TABLE XIV. 
r Copper on Goij> Loasei 



IN CUPELLATIOS. 





iwd 


L«d 


d«r«. 


oftha 

(Old 


?« dflat goM iMt 


Ra^of 




iDdividiul 


HMD 


"^ 


I 

2 
3 

4 
5 


.20181 
.20104 
.20288 
.20110 
.20318 


to 


775 


None 

5 


0.16 
0.16 
0.18 

0.30 
0.10 


0.16 


1000 to 1 





{In the following the beads show a gain in 


weight.) 




.20102 






10 


-0.03 




500 to 1 












' -0.03 






8 


.20138 








-0.02 


-O.IH 




9 


.20024 






15 


-on 




333 to 1 












-0,28 






11 


.20048 








-0.18 


-Ol!' 




12 


.20100 






20 


-0.13 




250 to 1 




.20101 








-0.56' 






14 


.20161 








-0,20 


-(1.17 




15 


.20422 






26 


-0.29 




200 tol 


16 


.20296 








-0.21 






17 


.20284 








-0.32 


-0.27 





' Disregarded. 
■ RoBe, TnuiB. luat. Mid. Met. 14, p. 422. 
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When the amounta of lead and copper in 10, 11 and 12 above 
are compared, it ia found that the ratio of lead to copper should 
be at least 250 to 1 to ensure the removal of the copper, and at 
least 333 to 1 if the apparent loss of silver ia not to be noticeably 
increased. 

The effect of copper on the loss of gold is shown in the preceding 
table. 

It appears that 5 per cent of copper with this lead ratio has no 
effect on the loss of gold. The gain in the weight of the gold 
beads with 10 per cent and over of copper shows clearly that 
copper is retained by the gold under these conditions. This 
was also indicated by the color of the gold beads. With a higher 
cupellation temperature the amount of copper retained would 
doubtless be smaller. It is interesting to note that with 10 per 
cent of copper the amount retained by the bead approximately 
neutralizes the loss of the gold itself. Apparently the ratio of 
lead to copper should not be less than 500 to 1 if the copper is 
to be completely removed. 

Rule Governing Cupellatiob Losses. — As is well recognized 
in large-scale cupeling operations, the concentration of precious 
metal in the litharge increases as the concentration in the lead 
increaaes. W., J. Sharwood* after examinii^ a large number of 
experimental results enunciated the following empirical rule con- 
nectii^ the actual or percentage loss with the weight of the bead : 
" When a given amount of silver (or of gold) is cupeled with a 
given amount of lead, under a fixed set of conditions as to tem- 
perature, etc., the apparent loss of weight sustained by the prec- 
ious metal is directly proportional to the surface of the bead of 
fine metal remaining." 

If the above is true the following are also true. 

(1) " The loss of weight varies as the 3 power of the weight, 
or as the square of the diameter of the bead." 

(2) " The percentage loss varies inversely as the diameter of 
the bead, or inversely as the cube root of the weight." 

As Sharwood points out it might be better to base the calcula- 
tions on the original weight of metal taken, but in every day prac- 
tice this is not known and we have to depend on the weight of 
the bead. 

Inasmuch as small variations in the amount of lead have but 
• T.A.I.M.E. 63, p, 180. 
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little effect on the cupellation loss, and as temperature condi- 
tions in s given row across a muffle are nearly imiform, we may 
apply this rule to determine the proper correction for a bead of 
any weight by a calculation appUed to the loss observed in a 
proof of an entirely different weight, but cupeled at the same 
time under the same conditions. The simplest method of finding 
the amount of this correction for any particular case is by the 
use of a logarithmic plot of the equation y — Cx°, which is a 
straight line, and cm which, when the horizontal and vertical 
scales are equal, the tangent made by the line and the x axis is 
the exponent n. 

In Fig, 42 is plotted the equation y — I/lOx* when the 
abscissa's equals the milligrams of silver cupeled and the ordinate 
y equals the silver loss in milligrams. To find a correction run 
one proof, as near the expected weight as possible in each row 
and plot the corresponding point (a) on the diagram, and draw 
through it a line parallel to the guide line y — l/lOr*. Note 
the points on the line corresponding to the weights B, C, and D 
of other beads weighed, and read the correction for each from 
the scale. 

Dewey, in discussing Sharwood's results, warns against placing 
too much reUance on this rule, however, because as he says, 
" It is so easy to say ' if all other conditions remain the same ' 
but it is so extremely difficult, and in practical work impossible, 
to actually maintain equal conditions." 

Testing Cupels for Absorption of Silver. — An occasional test 
of cupels and especially of each new lot of bone-ash is desirable. 
Select some standard amount of lead and silver and always 
use the same amounts so that results may be comparable. One 
hundred milligrams of silver and 25 grams of lead is a convenient 
quantity. ■ 

Indications of Hetals Present. — The lead buttons obtained 
from the assay of ores ordinarily give but little trouble in cupel- 
lation but occasionally the ore may contain some unsuspected 
impurity which makes its appearance during the cupellation pro- 
cess. In addition to all sorts of ores the assayer often has sub- 
mitted to him various kinds of bullion, numerous by-products 
of the minii^ and metallurgical industries, as well as such material 
as jeweler's sweeps, dental alloys, etc. All of the latter may and 
do usually contain considerable amounts of base-metal impuritiea 
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as well as occasional rare metals, many of which may exert con- 
siderable influence on the results of the assay if provision is not 
made for them. It is always important to determine the nature 
of the constituents of the material which is being assayed; and 
the behavior c^ the cupeling lead and the appearance of the cupel 
and bead during and after cupellation will often give much veQu- 
able information concerning the elements present. When the 
character of the constituents is ascertained, the skilful assayer 
will know exactly what to do, and when he again comes to the 
cupellation stage everything will go smoothly. All that is known 
about qualitative analysis is not found in books devoted to that 
subject, as assayers well know; and in the case of certain rare 
elements at least, the fire assayer has a decided advantage over 
the ordinary chemist. 

As soon as the button melts any slag which may not have been 
removed in cleaning it, together with sulphides or arsenides of 
some of the base metals, if present, will come to the surface 
of the alloy as a dark-colored pasty dross. If not too great in 
amount this will go to the side of the cupel and cupellation may 
be continued. If zinc, tin, iron, nickel, cobalt, ajitimony or ar- 
senic are present these will oxidize and come off in the order 
named. The oxides of zinc, tin, iron, nickel and cobalt are but 
slightly soluble in molten litharge and, if present in any consider- 
able amount, give infusible scoria which float on top of the lead 
and interfere with cupellation. 

Zinc if present ■ will bum with a brilliant greenish-white 
flame and emit dense white fumes. A considerable part of the 
oxide condenses on the cupel and may cover over the lead thus 
preventing cupellation. 

Tin if present in the button, is qi^ckly oxidized, forming 
SnOi, which, if present in sufficient quantity, covers the lead with 
infusible yellow scoria and stops cupellation. 

Iron gives brown or black scoria if present in lai^e amounts, 
as do also cobalt and manganese. Small amounts of iron oxide 
dissolve in the litharge and stain the cupel dark red. 

Nickel in small quantities gives dark green scoria and greenish 
stains. Larger amounts cause the button to freeze. 

Antimony is readily soluble in lead in almost all proportions, 
and for this reason the button may contain a large amount of it. 
It comes off in the first stages of cupellation, giving dense fumes of 
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SbtOi and yellow scoria of antimonate of lead around the- cupel. 
This scoria appears when 4 per cent or more of antimony is present. 
It solidifies almost as soon as formed and expands in so doing. 
If much antimony is present the cupel will be spUt open by thia 
action, allowing the lead to run out into the muffle. If present 
in smaller amounts it may simply crack the cupel and leave a 
characteristic ridge of yellow scoria. 

Absenic acts much like antimony but is not so often carried 
into the leEid button. The scoria from arsenical lead is light 
yellow and the fumes are less noticeable. 

Bismuth is less readily oxidized than lead and thus tends to 
remain with the silver until most of the lead has gone. It is 
finally oxidized and absorbed by the cupel and leaves a ring of 
orange-yellow around the silver bead. For purposes of compar- 
ison it should be noted that pure lead gives a brown-yellow cupel. 
Bismuth is the only other metal which behaves like lead in cupel- 
ing; this, however, makee it possible to cupel argentiferous bis- 
muth directly. 

CoppBB, like bismuth, b less readily oxidized than lead, but 
it differs from bismuth in that its oxide alone is not liquid at the 
temperature of cupellation. Cuprous oxide, however, is readily 
soluble in molten litharge and the mixed oxides are absorbed in 
the cupel, giving a stain which range? from dirty green almost to 
black according to the amount present. The intensity of the 
green coloration may be taken as an indication of the amount 
of copper present in the button. Even very small amounts may 
be deteclwl in this way. Owing to the relative difficulty with 
which it oxidizes, copper tends to concentrate in the button and if 
too lai^e in amount causes it to freeze. Sftmetim^ it will go down 
to a small amount and then flatten out, leaving a copper-colored 
bead. 

"Tellurium gives the surface of the cupel a pinkish color most 
(rf which fades away upon cooling. If much tellurium is present 
it gives a frosted appearance to the bead. In an experiment with 
200 milligrams of silver and 10 grams of lead, the frosting made 
its appearance when 40 milligrams of tellurium were added. 
Tellurium reduces the surface tension of the lead alloy and thus 
increases the loss of the precious metals, and, as it is less readily 
oxidized than lead, most of it remains with the precious metals 
until a large part of the lead-is removed. 
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In attempting to determiDe the preaence of variouB elements 
in the lead by the color of the cupel it must be remembered that 
one constituent, particularly if it haa an intense coloring power 
and more particularly if the color produced is dark, will tend to 
mask other constituents producing lighter and leas intense colors. 

Indications of Rare Metals. — - The members of the platinum 
group of metals practically all yield evidence of their presence 
either in the appearance of the surface of the finished bead or, in 
some cases, during the later stages of the cupellation process. We 
are indebted mc»tly to Lodge* and to Bannisterf for informartioa 
relative to the appearance of the surface of the finished bead. 
Lodge worked with relatively large amounts of rare metals and 
small amounts of silver, and depended on the unaided eye for his 
observations. Bannister worked with very much smaller qua^i- 
tities of rare -metals and large amounts of silver and gold and used 
a low-power microscope. These indications, which should be 
recognized by all skilful assayers, may be made an important 
contribution to our knowledge of the qualitative analysis erf these 
metals. At least they should serve to put the assayer on his 
guard and cause him to suspect the presence of rare metals in 
samples of ores and bullion submitted without request for their 
determination. In general, where the presence of any of these 
metals is suspected, the cupels should be finished at a reasonably 
high temperature and the beads allowed to cool slowly in order 
to fully develop their crystalline structure. 

Platinum. — As little as 1.6 per cent of platinum gives a char- 
acteristic frosted appearance to a silver bead which is visible to 
the naked eye. Under a low-power microscope as little as 0,4 
per cent may be detected in beads we^hing only 0.1 gram. The 
effect of platinum on gold beads is not so marked as in the case of 
silver. The presence of 8 per cent of platinum seems to give a 
maximum amount of roughness and frosting to the silver bead. 
Buttons which contain a large amount of platinum flatten out 
when near the finishing point and refuse to drive, leaving a gray, 
mossy-appearing bead which sticks to the cupel. Such beads 
usually retain considerable lead. The only other metal of this 
group which gives a structure approachii^ that of platinum is 
palladium, the effect of which is dealt with later. 
• Notes on Assaying, 1907, 
t Traiui. luBt. Miu. Met. 2S, pp. 163-173. 
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Ibidtuh. — Iridium ia but sightly soluble in silver or gold at 
the temperature of cupellation, and most of it sinks to the bot^ 
tom of the bead, where it will appear as black specks. These 
specks are more readily distinguished after the bead has been rolled 
into a comet for parting. On the surface, crystal boundaries 
are clearly visible, the roughness being, according to Lodge, of 
finer texture than that produced by platinum. Bannister notes 
that beads containing iridium were more nearly spherical than 
normal beads. Under the microscope, the" crystal faces were 
strongly marked with lines, crossing one another after the manner 
of slip-bands. This strained appearance seemed to be caused 
by internal stresses. 

Rhodiou. — The presence of mere traces of rhodium may be 
detected. As little as 0.004 per cent in silver beads was found to 
cause a distinct crystallization, visible to the naked eye. The 
facets of the crystals give the appearance of a cut gem. 

With 0.01 per cent of rhodium this appearance is more distinct. 
The presence of 0.03 per cent of rhodium in silver causes the bead 
to sprout and spit in spite of all precautions. With this and 
larger amounts, the surface of the bead assumes a bluiah-^ray 
color. 

Rdthenium. — The presence of ruthenium is always indicated 
by a black, crystalline deposit firmly attached to the bead, usualty 
on the bottom edge. This is distinctly visible to the naked eye 
even with as little as 0.004 per cent. Under the microscope the 
surface shows a distinct herringbone structure. 

OsuiUH. — Osmium is partly oxidized and volatilized during 
cupellation. According to Lodge, if the osmium is not completely 
volatilized, small black spots appear on the silver bead when nearly 
finished. These flash off and on, but finally disappear when the 
bead brightens. Bannister found no specific indications of the 
presence of osmium in his tests. 

Palladium. — According to Lodge, palladium gives the surface 
a raised and embossed appearance. According to Bannister, it is 
much like platinum. Fortunately its presence is indicated by a 
coloration of the solution in the parting operation. 

Molten gold beads have a beautiful green color and when pure 
may be cooled considerably below the true freezing-point and 
still remain hquid. On solidification they " flash " as do silver 
beads and in solidifyit^ they emit an apple^reen light. Ac- 
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cording to Reimsdijk,* copper promotes the surfusion of gold. 
He also points out the curious fact that gold fused on a cupel 
without the addition of lead is not subject to surfusion and sets 
gradually without flashing. Fultonf measured the amount of 
surfusion of silver beads obtained from cupellation and found it' 
to be as much as 77° C. He found that beads weighing more than 
750 milligrams would not flash. 

Very small quantities of iridium, rhodium, osmium, ruthenium 
and iridosmium prevent this flashing! in gold beads and probably 
also in silver beads. This gives U3 another indication of the pres- 
ence of the more uncommon metals of the platinum group. It 
should be noted in this connection that small amounts of platinum 
and palladium do not hinder flashing. Over 6 per cent of platinum, 
however, does prevent it. 

In cupeling pure gold or silver with pure lead it is found that the 
part of the cupel occupied by the bead as the last of the lead was 
going off will be stained green. The higher the temperature and 
consequently the higher the loss of precious metals, the lai^r this 
green area becomes. Certain brands of patent cupels give a latge 
amount of this green stain, and whenever this is found a serious 
loss of silver is found to have occurred. 

Retention of Base Metals. — It has already been mentioned 
that a plus error may be incurred because of the retention of lead 
in the silver bead. If the bead contains much lead, it will appear 
dull or slightly yellow, being thinly coated with litharge; the 
part resting against the cupel will be smooth, and it will not blick. 
Occasionally a bead will show the play of colors and even flash, 
and still retain as much as 1 or 2 per cent of lead. Sprouting, 
however, is considered proof of the absence of all but traces of 
impurities. When the alloy contains copper, the silver beads 
may retain from 1 to 2 per cent of copper without showing any un- 
usual symptoms. 

All gold and silver beads cupeled in the absence (rf copper prob- 
ably retain small amounts of other impurities, and in beads cupeled 
in the presence of copper there is probably always some copper left. 
Hillebrand and Allen§ found gold beads retaining from 0.30 to 

• Chem. News, 41, pp. 136, 266. 

t Wait Chem. and Met. 4, p. 50. 

X Reimsdijk, loo. cit 

I Bulletin No. 253 U. S. Geotogical Surrey. 
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0.37 per cent of lead. Keller* reports the reeulta of analysis of 
30 grams of beads resulting from scorification assays. This 
showed 0.16 per cent of lead and 0.15 per cent of bismuth, the 
latter having been concentrated from the granulated lead used 
for scorificatioc, which at the time contained approximately 0,02 
per cent of that metal. Another series of tests by Kellerf showed 
total impurities averaging 0.45 per cent. It also appears from 
Keller's work that lai^e beads are of slightly lower fineness than 
small ones. 

The persistency with which a small amount of copper is re- 
tained by gold and silver beads is taken advantage of in the 
gold bullion assay to toughen the beads so that they can be rolled 
thin without cracking. A small amount of lead, which is invari- 
ably retained in the absence of copper, causes the fillet to crack. 
Copper does not have this effect. It is, therefore, customary to 
add copper when none is present in the bullion. Being less readily 
oxidized than lead, it serves as an oxygen carrier and permits 
the entire elimination of lead from the bead. 

These retained metals tond to compensate for the cupellation 
losses but do not do so entirely, so that ordinary assay results are 
still at least 1 or 2 per cent low. Experiments with fine sUver, 
however, reveal the interesting fact that -by assaying slags and 
cupels and adding the metal recovered to the weight of the original 
bead, a very close check on the original silver is obtained, provided 
the assay was carefully made and cupeled with crystals. This 
shows that the impurities in the assay beads balance the volatil- 
ization and other miscellaneous losses. This is only true, however, 
when cupellations and scorifications are run at a low temperature. 
Kellert gives figures which show that if scorifications and cupel- 
lations are run hot a decided volatilization loss occurs and coi^ 
rected figures are still far too low. 

Portland Cement and Magnesia Cupels. — Cupels of Portland 
cement and calcined magnesia have found favor in some localities, 
the former mostly in the United States and Canada, the latter 
principally in England and South Africa. Portland cement 
cupels are made from neat cement with from 6 to 10 per cent of 
water, in the iisual way. If properly made and handled, they do 

t TranB. A.I.M.E. 60, p. 706. 

t Tratu. A.I.M.E. U, p. 783 (1913). 

j TraoB. A.I.M.E. 60, p. 706. 
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not crack, and they absorb nearly their own we^ht of lithai^e. 
The silver loss due to absorption is greater than for bone-ash. 

J. W. Merritt* compared the results obtained with bone-ash 
and cement cupels and found two essential points of difference: 
1st, Beads from a bone-ash cupel were well rounded and stood on 
a small base, while those from Portland cement cupels were flatter 
and stood on a base as wide as the broadest diameter of the bead ; 
2nd, The cement sticks tenaciously to the beads from Portleind 
cement cupels but hardly at all to those from bone-ash cupels. 

Mann and Clayton, f in a study of cupellation losses, found 
cement cupels to give very high silver losses even under the most 
favorable conditions. They also found it very hard to clean the 
bottom of the beiid without danger of loss. 

Cement cupels are very much cheaper and more durable than 
bone-ash, but on account of the above disadvantages should 
not be used for careful, uncorrected silver assays. One disadvan- 
tage of cement cupels for gold assays is the extra care which must 
be taken in cleaning the bead. This is necessary because, in part^ 
ing, a considerable amount of the cement would remain insoluble 
as gelatinous silica and would be weighed as gold. Bone-ash, 
on the other hand, is practically entirely dissolved. 

Magnesia cupels are very hard, which is an advantage in that 
they do not suffer so much breakage in shipment. They are 
always factory-made and are decidedly more expensive than 
bone-ash cupels, which may be home-made. Certain brands of 
magnesia cupels give Em apparently lower loss of silver in cupeling 
than can be obtained with bone-ash cupels but it is a question how 
much of this is real and how much due to an increase in the amount 
of impurities retained in the silver beads. 

Mi^nesia cupels behave quite differently from ordinary bone- 
ash cupels, and the assayer who is accustomed to bone-ash cupels 
will have to learn cupeling over again when he starts using those 
made of magnesite. This difference in behavior is due mainly 
to the different thermal properties of the two materials. Both 
the specific heat and the conductivity of magnesite are decidedly 
greater than those of bone-ash, so that with cupels of both kinds 
running side by side, the lead on the magnesia cupel is compara- 
tively dull while that on bone-ash is very bright. This is due to 
• Min. and Sci. Press. 100, p. 649. 
t Technical Bulletin, Vol. 11, No. 3, Miasouri School of Mines, p. 33. 
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tbe greater conductivity of magnesite, which allowB a more rapid 
dispersion of the heat of oxidation of the lead, with the result that 
magnesia cupels require a higher muffle temperature than do 
bone-ash cupels. Au especially high finishing temperature is 
required for magnesite cupels, to insure the ehmination of the last 
1 or 2 per cent of lead. A bone-ash cupel will fiuisb in a muffle, 
the temperature of which is sufficient to cause uncovering, but this 
is not true of the magnesia cupel, because in this case the heat of 
oxidation of the lead is diffused too rapidly and is not conserved 
to help out at the finish. 

Magnesia cupels absorb about two-thirds of their own weight 
of litharge, those of cement about three-fourths of their weight 
<^ lithaz)^. 

Color Scale of Temperature. — Starting from the lowest visible 
red the temperatures of incandescent bodies can be approximated 
by the ccdor impressions produced on the eye. Such estimates are, 
of course, dependent upon individual judgment and the sus- 
ceptibility of the eye, also upon the amount of illumination of the 
locality in which the observation is made and upon the nature of 
the heated body itself. The following color-temperature scale* 
will be found convenient for reference in cupellation. 

Degrees Centigrade 

Lowest red visible in the dark 470 

Dark red, blood-red 550 

Dark cherry 626 

Cheny-red, full cherry 700 

Light red 850 

Orange 900''^ 

Light orange 950 

YeUow 1000 

Li^t yellow 1050 

White 1150-1200 

* Howe, Eng. and Mia. Jour., 69, p. 75. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
PARTIHG. 

Parting is the separation of silver from gold by means of acid. 
In gold asss^ying nitric acid is almost exclusively used, although 
aulphuric acid is usually employed for parting large lot* of bullion. 
Nitric acid cannot be used successfully to separate silver from gold 
unless there is present at least three times as much silver as gold. 
With this ratio the alloy must be in a thin sheet and it' requires a 
■ long-continued heating with acid of 1.26 specific gravity to effect 
a separation. In parting beads from ore assays it is best to have 
at least eight or ten times as much silver as gold present, and for 
ease of manipulation this ratio of'silver to gold is preferable to a 
greater one. With much less silver than thia a long-continued 
treatment with acid is necessary, while with much more silver 
than this, special precautions have to be taken to prevent the gold 
from breaking up mto small particles which are difficult to man- 
age. The idea of parting is to so manipulate that the gold will, 
if possible, remain in one piece. 

The nitric acid for parting must be free from hydrochloric acid 
and chlorine in order to have no solvent action on the gold and 
also because any chlorides present would precipitate insoluble silver 
chloride on the gold. The- acid strength is of great importance 
and the proper strength to be used depends upon the composition 
of the alloy. The higher the ratio of silver in the alloy, the less 
the acid strength should be. 

Great care is necessary in parting to avoid breaking up the gold 
and subsequently losing some of the small particles, aa well as to 
insure complete solution of the silver. 

Different authorities reconunend diilerent vessels for parting; 
but for ore assays, and especiaUy for beginners in the art, the use 
of a porcelain crucible or capsule is recommended and will be 
described first. Parting in flasks or test-tubes with the use of an- 
nealii^ cups will also be discussed so that either method may be 
used. 

118 



i.y Google 



PARTING 119 

Parting in Porcelain Capsules. — A glazed porcelain capsule 
1| inches in diameter and 1 inch h^h is preferable for this work on 
account of its broad Sat base, but a small porcelain crucible does 
very well if care is taken not to upset it. Many different strengths 
of acid and other details of manipulation have been recommended, 
but the procedure given below is one which has given unifonnly 
satisfactory results to the author la his laboratory. The strength 
of acid which may be used depends on the iHt>portion of gold and 
fiilver in the alloy; the less the ratio of silver to gold, the stronger 
the acid may be without danger of breaking up the gold. It is 
not necessary that the method to be described should be followed 
in every case, but this method is a safe one for the treatment of 
beads having almost any proportion of silver to gold, from 3 to 
1000 or more parts of silver to 1 of gold. 

Procedube. — Pour into the capsule about half an inch of 
dilute nitric acid of 1.06 sp. gr., made by diluting 1.42 acid with 
seven times its volume of water. Put on the hot-plate and heat 
until vapor can be seen rising from it, and then drop in the bead 
which should be f ee from adhering bone-ash. In case the alloy has 
only 3 or 4 parts of silver to 1 of gold it must be hammered or 
rolled out to the thickness of an ordinary visiting card, say to 0.01 
inch. The bead should begin to dissolve at once, giving off bubbles 
of nitrogen oxides. If it does not begia to dissolve, add nitric 
acid, 1.26 sp. gr., a few drops at a time until action starts. The 
solution should be kept hot but not boilii^. The action 
should be of moderate intensity. Continue tiie beating untO 
action ceases and then decant the solution into a clean white 
evaporating dish in a good light, taking care not to pour off any 
of the gold. Then add a few cubic centimeters of 1.26 sp. gr. 
acid, made by diluting strong nitric acid, 1.42 sp. gr., with an 
equal volume of water, and heat almost to boiling for from two to 
ten minutes. Decant this solution and then wash three times with 
warm distilled water, decanting as completely as possible after 
each washing. Apply the stream of water from the wash bottle 
tangentially to the sides of the capsule, rotating it meanwhile to 
prevent direct impact of the stream on the gold. After the final 
washing manipulate the particles of gold so aa to bring them to- 
gether, decant off the last drops of water as completely as possible 
and set the cup on a warm plate to dry the gold, but avoid too 
high a temperature as the sputtering of the last drop of water 
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would tend to bieftk up and poesibty throw out the gold. Finally 
" anneal " the gold by putting the cup in the muffle or over the 
open flame until the bottom is bright red, when the gold will 
change from its black amorphous condition to the true yellow 
color of pure gold. It is now ready to cool and weigh. To trans- 
fer the gold from the cup to the scale-pan, bring the scale-pan to 
the front part of the balance. Gradually invert the cup over the 
pan, tapping it meanwhile with a pencil. When this is done 
the gold will usually slide out without difficulty. If any small 
particles stick to the cup they may be detached by touching them 
gently with the point of the forceps or a small camel's-hair brush. 

The gold should be pure yellow throughout and may be com- 
pared with parted gold of known purity. If it is l^ter-colored 
than pure gold it is probable that all of the silver has not been 
dissolved. If it is dark in spots or if the cup is stained, it indi- 
cates incomplete removal of the silver nitrate. The " anneal- 
ing " causes the gold to stick tc^etber, making it easier to handle, - 
tends to bum out any specks of organic matter which may have 
fallen into the cup, allows the assayer to observe the color of the 
parted gold and to determine its purity in that way and to dis- 
tinguiBh and separate any specks of foreign matter such as fire 
brick, coke dust etc., which may have found their way into the 
cup. The " annealing " at a red heat is also necessary in order 
that the gold may contract &nd lose most of its porosity, since 
otherwise it would condense a considerable quantity of gas during 
weighing. 

After the silver has been dissolved from a dor^ alloy by the acid, 
the gold remains as a porous mass which is more compact the 
larger the proportion of gold the alloy contained, the thicker the 
alloy and the less the mechanical disturbance of the bead durii^ 
solution. In treating a bead which is near the limiting ratio of 
silver to gold it is sometimes difficult to determine whether or 
not it is parted. This may be ascertained by touching it with a 
glass rod drawn down to a rather small diameter, {approximately 
1/32 inch). If it feels soft throughout and can be broken up it ia 
practically parted, but it should be heated almost to boiling with 
1,26 sp. gr. acid for at least ten minutes to ensure dissolving the 
last of the silver. Such a mass of parted gold will require a longer 
and more careful washing, for on account of its density a longer 
time is required for the sUver nitrate to diffuse through its minute 
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pores. In parting the ordinary bead containii^ ten, twenty or 
more times as much silver a^ gold, it is ea«y to see when parting 
is complete by the considerable shrinking of the mass. 

Notes: 1. The nitric acid Bolution should be hot before dropping in 
the bead as in cold acid the gold tends to break up into extremely fine particlw. 

2. The violent mechanical disturbance due to boiling 6t too rapid solu- 
tion may cause" the gold to break up, causing difficulty or actual loss in wash- 
ing and subsequent handling. 

3. If there remain only a few t«nths of a milligram of porous gold the tea 
minutes beating with 1.26 sp. gr. acid ia unnecessary. 

4. Strong nitric acid (1.46 sp. gr.) should not be used at any time, as 
gold is slightly dissolved by it. 

5. If in doubt at any time aa to the purity of the parted gold, wrap it up 
eix times \\a weight of silver foil and carefully cupel with lead, then repart 

6. If a small particle of gold is seen floatii^ on the surface of the liquid, 
it may be made to sink by touching it with a glass rod. 

7. The black stain occurring in parting cupe after heating ia due to 
metaUic silver reduced from silver nitrate by the heat, showing insufSdent 

washing. 

Inquartation. — When the bead contains too little silver to 
part, it is necessary to alloy it with more silver. This' process is 
called inquartation. It originated from the cjistom of the old 
assayers of adding silver until the gold was one-quarter of the 
whole. They considered a ratio of 3 parts of silver to 1 of gold 
to be necessary for parting. At present, in assaying gold bullion, 
a ratio of only 2 or 2^ parts of silver to 1 of gold is used, mainly 
to avoid all danger of the gold breaking up in the boiling acid. 
In this case some little silver remains undissolved, even though 
the alloy is rolled out to about 0.01 inch in thickness. 

To inquart a bead wrap it with sbt to ten times its weight of 
silver in 4 or 5 grams of sheet lead and cupel. Rose* considers 
that different proportions of silver should be used according to 
the weight of the gold, and gives the following suitable proportions: 

Weight of Gold Ratio of SQver to Gold 

Less than 0.1 mg., 20 or 30 to 1 

About 0.2 mg., 10 to 1 

About 1.0 mg., 6 to 1 

About 10 mg., 4tol 

More than 50 mg., 2i to 1 

• MetaUurgy of Gold, Sixth Ed., p. 611. 
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Many assayers, when working for both gold and silver and sus- 
pecting an ore to be deficient in silver, add silver to the crucible 
or to the lead button before cupeling, part directly and then run 
separate assays to determine the silver in the ore. 

Preparing Large Beads for Parting. — Lai^e beads, especially 
those which approach the maximum ratio of 25 per cent gold, 
must be flattened on an anvil and rolled out to a thickness of 
about 0.01 inch before parting. During this process the alloy 
will require frequent annealing to prevent it from cracking. It 
should finally be rolled up into a little " comet " before parting. 
(See " Assay of Gold Bullion.") 

Parting in Flasks, etc. — Parting in flasks, test-tubes, etc. is, 
up to the completion of the washing of the gold, exactly similar 
to parting in porcelain capsules. From this point on, however, 
the manipulations are different, as the annealing is not done in 
the same vessel, but in an annealing cup. The annealing cup is 
a small unglazed crucible made of fire clay and very smooth on 
the inside. 

Pkocepure. — After washing the gold, fill the flask or test-tube 
with distilled water, invert over it an annealing cup and then 
quickly invert the two so that the gold may fall into the cup. 
This operation should be done in a good light and preferably 
against a white background. Tap the flask if necessary, to di»- 
lo(^ any gold which may have cai^ht on the side, and after all 
the gold has settled, raise the flask slowly until its Up is level 
with the top of the annealing cup. Now, when all the gold is 
at the bottom of the cup, slip the flask quickly from the cup and 
invert it. Drain the water from the cup, cover it and set it on 
the hotrplate to dry. When fully dry, it is ready to be annealed 
and we^hed. Examine the flask once more to make sure that 
no gold has been left in it. 

Thb method of parting has the advantage that the acid may 
be boiled, if necessary, with less danger of its boiling over and 
causing loss of fine gold. It is well suited for the parting of large 
beads where the porcelain cup would not contain enough acid to 
dissolve all of the silver, and also to the parting of alloys where 
the ratio of silver to gold is only 2 or 3 to 1, and which therefore 
require a long-continued heating at or near boihng temperature. 
The method is therefore recommended for use in the assay of gold 
bullion. The clay cups have the advantage of porosity so that 
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they can absorb the last drpps of water and give it ofiF again 
atowly, thus preventing spattering if they are set on a hot iron 
plate to dry. They also stand sudden changes of temperature 
somewhat better than the glazed porcelain cups. 

This method has the disadvantage that if all the parted gold 
does not remain in one piece, there is greater danger of toss, be- 
cause the fine gold settles with difficulty and because it cannot 
be watched so well through all stages of the process. There b 
also danger of small particles of the cup, and especially the cover, 
being broken off and mixed with the gold. 

Influence of Base Metals on Parting. — Pure gold-silver alloys 
of almost any proportions not exceeding 30 per cent of gold, with 
a proper strength of nitric acid and the right degree of heat, will 
part and leave the gold in a coherent mass similar in shape to 
the original alloy, although very much reduced in size when but 
little gold is present. While a relatively strong acid may be 
used directly on alloys containing large proportions of gold, this 
same strength of acid cannot be used on those alloys containing 
but little gold, without producing disintegration. Heating of 
the parting acid is more necessary, too, when but little gold is 
present. The fact that the gold holds together under these 
circumstances, and contracts, following the retreating surface of 
silver, very much simplifies the determination. When the gold 
breaks up, it increases the difficulty for the assayer and causes 
unavoidable losses in decantation. The high temperature of the 
parting acid increases the mobility of the gold, and in the case of 
pure alloys prevents it from breakii^ up. 

Keller* states that, although assay beads of not less than 997 
parts gold plus silver fineness offer no difiSculty in parting, yet 
when the fineness falls to 990 or lower the gold cannot be obtained 
in any form other than powder, no matter what acid and heat 
combinations are employed. The explanation of this difference 
may be that the whole gold-silver series form solid solutions, 
in which the molecules of gold, even when in dilute solution, 
are uniformly distributed and almost if not quite in contact, 
or at least within spheres of mutual attraction. It may be 
imagined that impurities forming compounds or eut«ctic mix- 
tures may so disrupt the uniformity of texture of the alloy, and 
• Ttbos. A.I.M.E. 60, p. 706. 
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therefore the continuity of the gold, as to prevent ite cohesion 
daring the acid treatment. 

There is naturally a gradation in the degree of gold disintegra- 
tion, from its almost complete cohesion when derived from prac- 
tically " fine " beads, to ita completely pulverulent form when de- 
rived from beads of 990 fineness. 

Indications of Presence of Rare Metals. — As has been indica- 
ted in the chapter on cupellation, the assay beads may contain, 
in addition to traces of lead, bismuth, copper and tellurium, 
practically all of the platinum, palladium, iridium, iridosmium, 
as well as more or lees of the rhodium, osmium and ruthenium con- 
tained in the original material which was assayed. Most of these 
rare metals make their presence known by the appearance of the 
bead. If they are not discovered in the bead, indications of 
their presence may be found during partii^. 

In nitric acid parting a considerable part of the platinum, 
palladium and osmium are dissolved, the amount depending on 
various conditions such as the amount of silver present, the 
strei^h of acid, etc. 

According to Rawlins," piatinuu has a disint^rating effect 
upon the gold, when the latter does not make up more than 5 
per cent of the weight of the bead. As platinum is only partly 
soluble, the remaining insoluble platinum discolors the gold, 
leaving it steel-gray instead of yellow. Furthermore, platinum 
gives the parting acid a brown or blackish color according to the 
amount present, but small amounts might not be detected this 
way. If, however, the appearance of the bead leads one to sus- 
pect the presence of platinum the above indications would help 
to confirm its presence. 

PALi-Anixju yields an orange-colored solution in nitric acid part^ 
ing. This test is very delicate, so that even 0,05 miUigrams in a 
small bead gives a distinct coloration to the solution. 

Iridium appears in the parted gold as detaclied black specks 
retainii^ their color after annealing. 

Errors Resulting from Paiting Operations. — In addition to 
platinum, iridium, and other of the rare metals which may be 
retained and weighed as gold there is always a small amount of 
silver which persistently resists solution. The amount depends 
upon a number of factors, chief of which are the ratio of silver to 
■ Traoa. Inet. Min. and Met. S3, p. 177. 
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gold in the original bead, the strength of acid used and the time 
of acid treatment. Under ordinary conditions this silver re- 
tained probably amounts to about 0.05 per cent of the weight 
of the gold. 

When gold disintegrates in parting on account of the presence 
of impurities in the bead, part of it is invariably lost in decanta- 
tion. This decanted . gold is often so finely divided as to be 
invisible. 

If the parting acid contains impurities, particularly chlorine 
in any form, some of the gold is sure to be dissolved. Even 
pure nitric acid, if concentrated and boiling, dissolves a small 
amount, according to Rose* about 0.05 per cent. The silver 
retained and the gold dissolved in pure acid produce errors so 
small as to be negligible, but the lose resulting from the use of 
impure acid and the decantation loss must be carefully guarded 
against. 

There are a number of errors in the determination of gold 
which should be obvious and which can be either avoided or cor- 
rected. Such errors need not be discussed here. 

Recovery of Gold Lost in Decantatioa. — Because of the effect 
of impurities in the bead or for other reasons, some of the gold 
may disintegrate in parting and be lost in decantation. This 
decanted gold is often so finely divided as to be invisible, and is 
therefore lost in ordinary commercial work. It may be readily 
collected, however, by the precipitation of a small amount of 
silver chloride which carries it down in settling. The precipitate 
containing the gold is then filtered off, dried and scorified with 
lead. The button is cupeled and the bead parted. 

Testing Nitric Acid for Impurities. Chlorides^ — To test for 
the presence of hydrochloric acid take about 10 c.c. of acid and 
pour a few c.c. of silver nitrate solution cautiously down the 
side of the tube, so that the two liquids do not mix. If chlorides, 
bromides or iodides are present, a precipitate in the form of a 
ring will appear where the two liquids come together. This 
test is more delicate than mixii^ the two solutions. It is not 
necessary to try to distir^uish between the three haloids, as, if 
any precipitate is found, the acid must be either rejected or 
purified. 

• MetaUurgy of Gold, Swth Ed., p. Ml. 
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Chlorates. — Nitric acid often contains chlorine in the form of 
chloric acid, and this does not give a precipitate with silver 
nitrate. The chloric acid must first be decomposed before the 
chlorine will precipitate as silver chloride. To test nitric acid 
for chlorates take about 250 c.e. in a beaker and add 1 c.c, of 
silver nitrate solution. In the absence of any precipitate which 
would indicate the presence of chlorides, etc., add about 5 grams 
of some metal to reduce the chloric salt. Silver, zinc or copper 
will do. Heat nearly to boiling to dissolve the metal. If chloric 
acid is present a precipitate of silver chloride will form. To 
confirm, observe solubility in water and in cold dilute ammonia, 
also eifect of sunlight. 

Testing Wash Water, etc. — The water used for washii^ the 
parted gold and for diluting the nitric acid should be distilled to 
ensure its purity. Any chlorides in the wash water will of course 
precipitate in the parting vessel as silver chloride and if not 
removed wUl be weighed as gold. The wash water should be 
carefully tested by sl^tly acidifying with nitric acid and then 
pouring in silver nitrate as in testing the nitric acid. If distilled 
water is not available and water at hand contains a small amount 
of chlorides the proper combining proportion of silver nitrate 
may be added, the whole well mixed and then allowed to stand 
until the silver chloride settles out. Care must be taken to avoid 
adding an excess of silver nitrate, for obvious reasons. If by 
any chance silver chloride has been precipitated in the parting 
cups, the addition of a little ammonia will cause it to dissolve, 
after which the washing may be completed with pure water. 

Testing Silver Foil for Gold. — It is never safe to assume that 
so-called C. P. silver is free from gold, until it has been tested 
and proven so. A simple dissolving of the foil in nitric acid is 
hardly sufficient as small amounts of gold might escape recog- 
nition in this way. A better method is to fuse about a gram into 
a bead and dissolve this slowly in hot dilute nitric acid. The 
best method is to dissolve about 10 grams in nitric acid, dilute 
slightly and add a small quantity of a solution of sodium chloride. 
This will precipitate some silver chloride which will collect any 
finely divided gold. Allow this precipitate to settle, then filter 
it off, dry and scorify with lead. Cupel the button and part 
the small bead obtained. This should give all the gold in one 
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CHAPTER VII. 
THE SCORIFICATION ASSAY. 

The Bcorification a^say is the simplest method for the deter- 
mination of gold and silver in ores and furnace products. It 
consists simply of an oxidizing muffle fusion of the ore with 
granulated lead and borax-glass. The lead oxide formed com- 
bines with the silica of the ore and also to a certain ext«nt dissolves 
the oxides of the other metals. The only reagents used other 
than lead are borax-glass and occasionally powdered silica, which 
aid in the slagging of the basic oxides. 

The acorifier is a shallow, circular fire-clay dish 2 or 3 inches 
in diameter. The sizes most commonly used are 2), 2f and 3 
inches in diameter. 

The amount of ore used varies from 0.05 A. T. to 0.25 A. T., 
the amount most commonly used being 0.10 A. T. With thb is 
used from 30 to 70 grams of test lead and from 1 to 5 grams of 
borax-^laas, depending on the amount of base metal impurities 
present. Sometimes powdered silica and occasionally lithat^ 
are also used. With nearly pure galena, or a mixture of galena 
and silica, a charge of 30 to 35 grams of test lead and 1 gram of 
borax-gla^s will suffice for 0.10 A. T., of ore, but when the ore con- 
tains nickel, copper, cobalt, arsenic, antimony, zinc, iron, tin, etc., 
a larger and larger amount of lead and borax-glass must be used 
according to the relative ease with which the metals are oxidized 
and the solubility of their oxides in the slags formed. Of the 
above, copper especially is very difficultly oxidized and when much 
is present in the ore the lead button from the first scorification 
will have to be rescorified once or twice with added lead. Iron, 
on the other hand, is comparatively readily oxidized, and except 
for the necessity of adding an extra amount of lead and borax- 
glass to make a fluid slag the ore is as readily assayed as galena, 
lime, zinc, and antimony require especially large amounts of 
borax-glass to convert tlfeir refractory oxides into a fusible slag. 

SoIubillQr of Metallic Oxides in Litharge. — Litharge althoi^h 
a strong base, has the power of holding in ^eous solution cer- 
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tain quantities of other metallic oxides. Thia has an important 
bearing on the ease or difficulty with which various metab may 
be sieged in scorification. According to Berthier and Percy, 
the solubilities of the various metallic oxides in litharge are as 
shown in the following table : 

One part of CujO CuO ZnO FejO, MnO SnOj TiO, 

Requires parte of PbO 1.5 1.8 8 10 10 12 8 

Antimony trioxide (SbjOi) dissolves in tithai^e in all propor- 
tions. 

Heat of Formation of Metallic Oxides. — Another important 
factor having to do with the elimination of impurities by scorifi- 
cation is the relative heat of formation of the various metallic 
oxides. In a mixture of various metallic sulphides, (assuming 
for a moment the ^ition temperature to be the same for all), 
that reaction in which is evolved the greatest amount of heat 
would naturally proceed at the fastest rate. The heat of com- 
bination of various metals each with 16 grams of oxygen is shown 
* in the following table. This basis is used on the assumption that 
the amount of oxygen is limited. 

TABLE XV. 
Hb*t oy Formation of Mscmjlic Oxides. 



lUBOlion, Heatol 


»...,«, 


I6gO 


........ „... 


«-..,«, 


I«gO 


Zinc to ZnO 


141.300 

2 


S4,800 


Bismuth to Bi^ 


m^ 


= 46,400 


Tin to SnOi 




Copper to CuiO 




Iron to FeO ■ 

Cobalt to CoO 




65,700 
64,100 


Sulphur to SOi 


68,260 


= 34,630 


Nickel to NiO 




fll,50C 




38,600 




























156,400 




Sliver to AgiO 




7,000 


Arsenic to As,Oi = 


- 52,100 


Gold to AuiO. - 




-3,800 


LeftdtoPbO 




50,800 







Ignitioa Temperature of Metallic Sulphides. — The ignition 
temperature of the metallic sulphides may also be of interest 
in this connection. 
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TABLE XVI. 
loNinoif TEMPBRATUBEei OP Metallic Sulphides when Hbated is Ais. 



ii*t«ri<a . 


rormul. 


Temp.- C. 


UaUiul 


FwmuU 


Igmtion 
T«np.* C. 


Stibnite 
Pyrite 
iTrrhotite 
Chftlcocite 


FexSx+i 

Cu,8 


290-340 
325-427 
430-690 
430-679 


Galena' 
Millerite 

Sphalerite 


PbS 
NiS 


564-847 
673-616 
605-873 
»47-810 



> Friedrich, Metallurgie, ft, p. 170 (1909). 
* Id Oxygen-. 

The metals in Table XV are arranged in order of their heats 
of combination with oxygen, expressed in terms of a unit weight 
of oxygen. This is the order in which they will be removed in 
scorification or cupellation. In general it may be said that the 
metals in a molten alloy, such a^ a lead button on a cupel, or the 
lead alloy in a scorifier, are oxidized in succession, each partly 
protecting those which are less easUy oxidized than itself. This 
separation is not quantitative however, owing to the effect of 
mass action, and in the case under discussion, frhere we have a 
lat^e amount of lead and small amounts of other metals, a con- 
siderable amount of lead would be oxidized durir^ the complete 
oxidation of the metals above it in the table. 

Those metals which lie below lead in the table will be but 
slowly slagged in scorification and only at the expense of a large 
amount of lead. Thus, during scorification or cupellation, bis- 
muth, copper and tellurium are concentrated in the residual 
unoxidized lead and this explains why it is so difficult to separate 
these metals from silver by scorification and cupellation. This 
can only be done by repeated scorification with fresh lead and, as 
might be expected, this will result in a considerable loss of silver. 

From their positions in the table, it is evident that silver is 
not easily oxidized and that gold is protected by all other metals. 

To one who has a knowledge of the mineral character of the 
ore, a glance at the ignition temperature of the sulphides shown 
in Table XVI will afford an idea of the initial temperature re- 
quired for scorificatioD. From a comparison of the heats of 
oxidation of the metals present with that of lead, the relative 
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ease or difficulty of their elimination in scorification may be deter- 
mined ; and a knowledge of the solubility of the metal oxides in 
lithai^e and in borax will indicate the relation between ore, lead 
and flux which wUl give the most satisfactory results. 

A small amount of nickel will cause more trouble in scorifica- 
tion and cupellation than any other metal. This is largely due 
to the insolubility of its oxide in litharge. The presence of cop- 
per seems to increase the difficulty of eliminating it from the 
lead. In scorifying ores containii^ nickel but no copper, prac- 
tically all of the nickel comes out in the first slag, making it 
lumpy, to be sure, but leaving the lead practically clean. When 
copper is also present the button will require rescorification and 
much nickel scoria is found in the second scorifier. Brown* 
calls attention to a simOar action of nickel in converting copper- 
nickel matte. In this case the nickel does not behave like iron, as 
it might be expected to do by reason of its heat of oxidation, but 
like copper, which has a much lower heat of oxidation. It was 
found impossible to slag off the nickel without at the same time 
removing a large part of the copper. In fact the nickel-copper 
alloy acts like one metal and follows the same laws that govern 
the behavior of copper alone. No adequate explanation of this 
behavior is known. 

SCORIFICATION ASSAY OF SILVER ORE. 

Procedure. — E^pty the bottle or envelope of ore on to a 
sheet of glazed paper or oilcloth and mix thoroughly by rolling. 

Take three ecorifiers, 2^, 2|, and 3 inches in diameter respec- 
tively. Weigh out on the flux balance three portions of granu- 
lated lead 35, 45, and 55 grams respectively. Divide each lot of 
lead approximately in halves, transfer one-half of each to the 
corresponding scorifier and reserve the remaining portions. 
Weigh out three portions of exactly 0.1 A. T. of ore on the pulp 
balance and place on top of the lead in the scorifiers. Mix thor- 
oughly with the spatula and cover with the remaining portions 
of lead. Scatter 1 or 2 grams of borax-glass on top of the lead. 
The scorifiers are now ready for the muffle, . which should be 
Ught red or yellow before the charges are put in. This tempera- 
ture should be maintained during the first part of the roasting 
period. 

• Trans. A.I.M.B., 41, p. 296. 
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Fusion Period. — Place the Bcorifiers about midway in the 
muffle, close the door and allow the contents to become thor- 
oughly fused. 

Roasting Period. — When thoroi^hly fused, open the door 
to admit air to oxidize the ore and lead. If the ore contains 
sulphides these will now be seen floating on the top of the molten 
lead. The sulphur from these le burned going off as SOa and the 
base metals are oxidized and slagged. The precious metals 
remain imoxidized and are taken up by the lead bath. These 
patches of ore grow smaller and soon disappear, after which the 
surface of the melt becomes smooth, consisting of a bath of mol- 
ten lead surrounded by a rii^ of slag. 

The vapor rising from the assays will often indicate the char- 
acter of the ore. Sulphur gives clear gray fumes, arsenic grayish- 
white and antimony reddish. Zinc vapor is blackish and the 
zinc itself may be seen burning with a bright white flame. 

ScoRiFi CATION Period. — The lead continues to oxidize and 
the ring of slag around the circumference of the scorifier be- 
comes larger as more of the lead is oxidized. Finally the whole 
of the lead is covered with slag arid the scorification is finished. 
The ore should be completely decomposed and practically all 
of the gold and silver should be alloyed with the metallic lead. 

Liquefaction Period. — Close the door of the muffle and 
increase the heat for s few minutes to make the slag thoroughly 
liquid and to ensure a clean pour. Then pour the contents of 
the seorifiers into a dry, warm, scorifier mold which has been 
previously coated with chalk or iron oxide. Pour into the cen- 
ter of the mold, being careful to see that the lead does not spatter 
and that all of it comes together in one piece. The inside sur- 
face of the seorifiers should be smooth and glassy, showing no 
lumps of ore or undecomposed material. 

When the slag is cold examine it and the sides of the mold 
carefully for shots of lead. These are moat likely to occur, at the 
contact of the slag with the mold, and if found should be saved 
and added to the main button. Next separate the main lead 
button from the slag, hammer it into the form of a cube and weigh 
to the nearest gram on the flux balance. 

If the lead is soft and malleable, and the color of the scorifier 
does not indicate the presence of large amounts of copper, nickel 
or cobalt, the button is ready for cupellation. If it is hard or 
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brittle it may contain impurities which must be removed by re- 
scorifying with an additional amount of granulated lead. 

Finally cupel and weigh the resultant silver or dor6 beads. 
Report in your notes the weight of ore and reagents used, 
the weight of lead button obtained, as well as the weight 
and assay in ounces per ton of gold and silver. Note alao the 
time of scorification and cupellation and describe the appear- 
ance of the scorifier and cupel. 

Nolen: 1. The ore must he ho fine that a sample of 0.1 A. T. wiU truly 
reprexent tiie whole; lOO-mesh may be fine enough for some ores, 170-mesh 
may be ueceBsary for some others. 

2. In weighing out the ore, aprefld the sample which has been thoroughly 
mixed, into a. thin sheet on the glazed paper at one side of the pulp balance. 
Place the weight on the right-hand pan and the ore on the left-hand pan. 
With the spatula mark the ore off into squares 1 inch or so on a side, and then 
take a small portion from every square for the sample, being sure to take a 
section from top to bottom of the ore. During this first sampling the scale- 
pan should be held over the paper in one hand and the spatula in the other. 
When what is judged to be the right amount of ore is obtained the pan is put 
back oil the balance and the hand with which it was held is used to turn the 
balance key. 

The balance sbould be turned out of action each time ore is put on or taken 
off tite scale-pan and the pointer need move only 1 or 2 divisions to indicate 
whether too much or too httle ore is on tbe pan. To obtain the final balance, 
have a little too much ore in the pan, take off enough on the point of the 
spatula to reverse the condition of balance. With the balance key hft the 
beam only enough to allow the pointer to swing 1 or 2 divisions to the left 
of the center and then hold the key in this position. Hold the spatula over 
the pan and by tapping it gently with the first finger allow the ore to slide 
off onto the scale-pan a few grains at a time, until the balance is restored and 
the needle swings over to the center. By repeating this process, rejecting 
the ore retained on the spatula each time, an exact weight can soon be 
obtained. 

3. The value of the results depends upon the care which is taken in 
mixing, samphng and weighing out the charges. Do not attempt to save 
time by slighting the mixing, for if a true sample is not obtained at tliis point 
no amount of subsequent care will avail to give reliable results. 

4. Instead of being weighed, the granulated lead may be measured 
with sufficient accuracy by the use of a shot measure or small crucible. The 
borax-glass may also be measured. 

5. The size of scorifier to be used depends upon the amount of ore, 
lead, borax^lasB and sihca used, and should be such as to give a button of 
approximately 15 to 18 grams. If a large scorifier is used with a small 
•mount of lead the resulting lead button will be very small and a high loss of 
silver will result. Again, the larger the amount of borax-glass tiat is used 
the more slag there will be and the sooner the lead will be covered. 
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6. If the contents of the scorifiers do not become thoroughly liquid and 
show a. smooth surface of slaj; after ten or fifteen minutes, the assays require 
either more heat, more borax-glass or more lead. 

7. K the ore contains much tin, antimony, arsenic, nickel or large amounts 
of basic oxides such as hematite, magDetite. etc., an infusible scoria is 
almost certain to form on the surface of the slag or on the sides of the scari- 
fier which neither a high temperature nor extra borax-glass will remove. 
As this scoria is likely to enclose particles of undecompoaed ore the only 
safe procedure is to make a fresh assay with less ore, and with such other 
changes in charge and manipulation as the experience of the first assay may 
suggest. 

8. Oree containing pyrite require a higher temperature during the 
roasting period than those containing galena. 

9. Some assayers add Utharge to the scorification chaise, especially 
with pyritic ore». On heating, the Utharge is reduced to metallic lead, the 
sulphur of the pyrite being oxidized. 

10. Lithante, being a strong base, lias a great affinity for the silica of 
the scorifier and, especially when mixed with copper oxide, it attacks this 
silica readily. When scorifying matte and copper bulUon it is ottea necessary 
to add powdered silica to the charge to prevent a hole being eaten through 
the scorifier. 

11. The lead button should weigh from 12 to 20 grams. If it is much 
smaller than this there la danger of a loss of silver due to oxidation, especially 
when the ore is rich. If the button is too large it may be rescbrified in a new 
scorifier to the size desired. 

12. Hard buttons may be due to copper, antimony or in fact almost 
any metat alloyed with the lead. Brittle buttons may be due to one of many 
alloyed metals, or to the presence of sulphur or lead oxide. 

13. The scorifier slag should be homogeneous and ^assy. If non- 
homogeneous it probably contains undecomposed ore. 

14. The white patches occasionally found in the slag are made up 
mostly of lead sulphate which is formed when the scorification temperature 
is low. 

15. Scorifier slags are essentially oxide slags and consist of metallic 
oxides dissolved in an excess of molten litharge, tt^cether with smaller amounts 
of dissolved olicates and borates. 

16. If too low an initial temperature is employed or if the muffle door 
is opened too soon, the scorification losses may be considerable, owing to the 
retention in the slag, or on the sides of the scorifier, of undecompoaed silver 
minerals. 

The scorification assay is simple, inexpensive and reasonably 
rapid. For the determination of silver in sulphide ores having 
an acid gangue, it b generally satisfactory and widely used. It 
is particularly suited for the determination of silver in ores con- 
taining considerable amounts of the sulphides, arsenides or an- 
timonides of the difficultly oxidisable base metals, particularly 
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copper, nickel and cobalt. It is used in many localities for sil- 
ver in all sulphide ores, as well as for gold and silver in copper 
bullion, impure lead bullion, copper and nickel mattes and speiss. 

It is not to be recommended for pure ores, low in silver, be- 
cause of the difficulty of handling and we^hing the small beads 
obtained. Rich ores have to be weighed more carefully for scor- 
ification assays, than for crucible assays where usually two and a 
half to five times as much ore is used, in order to obtain the 
same precision. The ordinary charge using 0.10 assay-ton of 
ore, does not give a close enough approximation on a gold ore 
for commercial purposes. Therefore, in the case of ores, this 
method is restricted to those containing only silver. Ores con- 
taining both silver and gold will ordinarily be assayed by the 
crucible method so as to obtain gold results of the necessary 
precision. 

There is no good reason for scorifying ores or products which 
do not require oxidation, and scorification is entirely unfitted 
for those ores carrying higher oxides such as magnetite, hema- 
tite, pyrolusite, etc. It ia not suitable for ores having any con- 
siderable amount of basic gai^ue as but a small quantity of 
acid reagents can be used. It should not be used on ores con- 
taining volatile constituents such as carbonates and minerals con- 
taining water of crystallization which tend to cause spitting and 
consequent loss of alloy.^ Volatile compounds of the precious 
metals are more likely to escape from a scorifier than from a 
crucible because of the exposed conditions of the ore in the former. 

Chemical Reactions in Scorification. Reactions Dub to Heat 
Alone. — Various chemical changes may be caused by heat alone, 
so that during the fusion period, even in the absence of oxygen, 
the hydrates give up their water, most of the carbonates give 
up their carbon dioxide and are converted into oxides and even 
some of the sulphates are decomposed. 

Chalcopyrite breaks up as follows when heated to 200° C: 
2 Cu F^ = CujS + 2 FeS + S. 
As soon as the temperature rises above 540' C, the iron and cop- 
per sulphides melt, forming matte. 

Pyrite, when heated to redness, is decomposed about as 
follows; 

7 FeSj = FctSs + 6 S. 
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The exact composition of the reaidual iron sulphide depends 
upon the temperature and the partial pressure of the sulphur 
vapor. For all practical purposes the reaction may be written 
FeS, = FeS + S. 
During the fusion stage the lead melt« and reacts with any 
silver sulphide which may be present, as follows: 

Ag^ + Pb - 2 Ag + PbS. 
The metallic sUver is immediately dissolved by the excess of 
molten lead. 

Slag Forming Reactions. — According to the evidence of 
freezing-point diagrams a few simple combinations of silica and 
the vadous metallic oxides form compounds. So we are justified 
in writing reactions such as the following: 

2 PbO + SiO, = Pb^i04. 
This may be termed a slag-forming reaction but, in general, 
slags, as far as we know, are igaeous solutions of one constituent 
oxide in another. In the molten state they follow the laws of 
solutions and should be so considered. 

Most chemical reactions cause either an evolution or an ab- 
BorptioD of a considerable quantity of heat, but, from what little 
evidence we have, the heats of formation of silicates and borates 
from their component oxides is very small and it is doubtful 
whether these combinations should be termed reactions. 

Simple Oxidation. — As soon as the air is admitted to the 
muffle, the lead begins to oxidize to PbO, and this oxidation con- 
tinues through the whole scorification period. 

RoABTiNa Reactions. — The sulphides in the ore are roasted 
as indicated by the following reactions: 
FeS + 30 = FeO + SO,, 
Pba + 30 = PbO + SO,, 
2Pb8 + 70 = PbO + PbSO* + SO,, 
ZnS + 30 = ZnO + SO,, 
SbjS, + 90 - 8b,0a + 3S0,. 

Part of the Sb,0» is volatilized, and part of it is oxidized to 
SbjOe and combines with litharge, forming lead antimonates, 
xPbO.ySbjOs. Arsenic behaves much like antimony. 

The roasting reactions shown above are exothermic and, owing 
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to the escape of the sulphur dioxide, proceed rapidly in a right- 
haDded direction. 

Reactions Between Suwhides and Oxides. — After enough 
PbO haa been formed to slag the siliceous gangue, the litharge 
which is formed reacts on the partially decomposed sulphides, 
aiding in the elimination of sulphur, thus: 
PbS + 2PbO = 3Pb + SO,, 
ZnS + 3PbO - 3Pb + ZnO + SO*, 
AfeS + 2PbO = 2Pb.Ag + SO,, 
As,S, + 9PbO = ASiOs + 3S0, + 9Pb. 
Lead sulphate also reacts with lead sulphide as indicated by the 
following reactions: 

PbS + PbSO* = 2Pb + 2SO,, 
PbS + 2PbS04 = Pb-+ 2PbO + 3S0,, 
PbS + 3PbS04 = 4PbO + 4S0,. 
The double reactions shown above are endothermic, and hence 
are probably relatively unimportant in scorification. 

If Cu,S were present in the ore, part of it would be oxidized to 
CuO, and then the cuprous sulphide and the cupric oxide would 
tend to react as follows: 

Cu,S + 2CuO = 4Cu + SO,. 
A similar reaction between the litharge and the cuprous sul- 
phide would probably take place as follows : 

CujS + 2PbO = 2CuPb + SOi. 

A prolonged scoriflcation is required to remove the copper thus 
reduced and alloyed with the lead. The last two reactions are 
more pronounced at h^h temperatures, so that for the elimination 
of copper in the scorifi'cation assay it is evident that a low muffle 
temperature should be maintained. 

Indications of Metals Present. — The color of the thin coating 
of slag on the scorifier is an indication of the amount and kind of 
metal originally present in the ore, and taken in connection with 
the mineralogical examination of the ore it gives a very, good 
approximation as to its composition. 

Copper gives a light or dark green, depending on the amount 
present. If there ia much iron in the ore this color may be wholly 
or in part obscured by the black of the iron oxide. Practically 
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all of the iron is reinoved in the first scorification, so that in aeeay- 
'tng a copper matte the first scorifier may appear black while the 
aecond one will be green. The green color is said to be due to a 
mixture of blue cupric silicate and yellow lead silicate. 

Iron, — A lai^e amount of iron makes the scorifier black, from 
which the color ranges from a deep red through various shades of 
brown to a yellow brown. 

Lead, in the absence of other metals, makes the scorifier lemon- 
yellow to a very pale yellow. 

CoBAi/r gives a beautiful blue if other metals do not interfere. 

Nickel colors the scorifier brown to black depending on the 
amount present. When much nickel is present the cupel becomes 
covered with a thick film of green nickel oxide. 

Manoanese: colors the scorifier brownish-black to a beautiful 
wine-color. 

Absenic and antimony, if present in lai^e amounts, will leave 
crusts on the inner surface of the scorifier even if much borax-glaas 
is used. In the absence of other metals the scoria will be yellow 
in color. 

If a scorifier is colored dark green, indicating much copper, dark 
blue, indicating much cobalt, or black with infusible scoria, in- 
dicating nickel, the button should be scorified again with more 
lead. 

Rescori^nng Buttons. — When it is necessary to rescorify but- 
tons to remove copper or other impurities, or when bullion is 
assayed by scorification, a good plan is to place the scorifiers con- 
taining the right amount of test lead in a hot muffle. When the 
molten lead has ceased spitting, the button, or bullion, is dropped 
in. This precaution is suggested to prevent loss of bullion by 
spitting which occurs quite often in rescorifying, probably -be- 
cause of moisture in the scorifier. Another method is to place 
the scorifier m the mu£Se and heat for ten or fifteen minutes and 
then drop in the buttons and the proper amount of lead. 

Buttons weighing over 35 grams should be scorified to 15 or 
20 grams before being cupeled. If this is carefully done, the loss 
of silver should be less by the combined method than by direct 
cupellation. 

SfHttmg ctf Sc<nifier8. — Occasionally small particles of lead 
are seen being projected out of the scorifier. This is due to de- 
crepitation of the ore or to the acti<Hi of some gas given off by the 
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ore or aeorifier itself. If the particles of lead do not all fall back 
into the seorifier a loss of precious metal will result. The direct 
cause may be found among the following and a proper renie<^ 
applied : 

1. Dampness of seorifier. 

2. Presence of carbonates in clay from which seorifier was 
made. 

3. Imperfect mixing of chai^, resulting in ore being left on 
the bottom of the seorifier and covered with lead. 

4. Too high a temperature at the start, resultit^ in too rapid 
oxidation of sulphides, evolution of COi or violent decrepitation. 

5. Admittance of air into the muffie too soon, resulting in too 
rapid oxidation. (Especially to be avoided in the case of ores or 
products carrying zinc.) 

6. Character of the ore it^If. (Ores containing carbonates 
etc., are not suited for scorification.) 

Assa^ng Granulated Lead. — Almost all assay reagents con- 
tain traces of gold and silver, but the lead and litharge are es- 
pecially likely to contain these metals in appreciable amount£. 
Elach new lot of granulated lead which is obtained should be 
sampled and assayed before it is used, and in case any silver or 
gold is found a strict account must be kept of the lead used in 
each assay and a correction for its precious metal contents 
made. 

PROCEntJBB, — Scorify 2 or 3 portions of 120 grams each in 
3i or 4 inch scorifiers. If necessary rescorify until the buttons 
are reduced to 15 or 20 grams. Cupel, weigh and part. This 
correction must be made even if extremely small, as any error 
thus introduced would be multiplied by 10 in reporting the re- 
sults in ounces per ton. 

Scorification Assay for Gold. — The silver in an ore can be 
determined with a sufficient degree of accuracy by taking 0.1 
A. T. for each assay, since we may thus determme the contents 
of the ore to 0.1 of an ounce, or its value to 5 or 10 cents a ton. 
When, however, we determme gold to 0.1 ounce per ton by this 
same method, we have determined its value to only $2.00 per ton, 
which is not sufBciently accurate for any but very Mgh-^rade 
ores. For this reason the scorification assay is not usually chosen 
for gold ores unless they contain impurities which interfere seri- 
ously with the crucible assay. 
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SCOSIFICATION ASSAY OF COPPER MATTB. 

Procedure. — Take three portions of 0,1 A. T. of matte, mix 
with 45 grams of granulated lead and 1 gram powdered ailica in a 
3-inch Bartlett scorifier, and cover with 60 grams more of lead. 
Put half a gram of borax-glass and 1 gram of silica on top. Scor- 
ify hot at first and then at a low temperature to facilitate slagging 
the copper. 

When the lead eye covers, pour as usual and separate the lead 
from the slag. Weigh each button and add sufficient granulated 
lead to bring the total weight to 60 grams and drop into three 
new scorifiers which have been heated in the muffle. Add about 
1 gram of silica and scorify at a low temperature. 

If necessary, repeat this second scorification until the cool 
scorifiers are light-green. Cupel as usual. The color of the cu- 
pel should be greenish and not black. The latter color indicates 
insufficient scorification. 

Weigh the combined sUver and gold and part, weighing the gold. 

Notes: 1. For matte containing not more than 30 per cent of coppe 
two soorificatioDS are sufficient. 

2. This method gives rather high akg and cupel losses and for exact 
work the slags and cupels are reassayed and a correction made for their silver 
and gold contents. 

3. The final eilver beads will often contain from 2 to 4 per cent of 
copper. 

4. When accurate results in gold are desired, ae many as 10 portions of 
O.I A. T. each of matte are ecorifled and the buttons combined for parting and 
weighing. 

Losses in Scorification. — Losses in scorification may be due to 
"spitting," volatilization, ixidation and sieging as well as to 
shots of alloy lost in pourii^. Some loss due to oxidation and 
slagging is unavoidable, but it should be low. If there is any 
decided loss by volatilization it shows that the process is un- 
suited to the ore. 

The tendency of scorification assays to "spit" is one of the 
most serious objections to the process. Ores which decrepitate 
or contain volatile constituents such as COj, HjO, etc., (CaCOj, 
CaSOi.2HsO) are unsuited to the process and should be assayed 
by crucible methods. Very often a preliminary glazing of the 
scorifier with a mixture of sodium carbonate and borax-glass will 
prevent spitting. The scorifiers should always be kept in a 
warm, dry place. 
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Losses of alloy, due to failure of all the lead to collect in one 
piece, may be caused by careless pouring, in which case some of 
the lead may splash od the side of the mold and solidify there, 
or by a poor slag, or a cold pour, resulting in shots of alloy 
beii^ left in the scorifier or scattered through the slag in the mold. 

As scorihcation is an oxidizing process it is only reasonable to 
expect some loss due to oxidation of the precious metals, and 
this will naturally be greater the longer the scorification is con- 
tinued and the more intense the oxidizing action. Silver is more 
easily oxidized than gold, therefore we should expect a much 
greater loss of silver than of gold. To keep this loss at a minimum 
let the liquefaction period be thorough. The molten lead tends to 
reduce and collect some of the silver previously slagged. Some as- 
sayers recommend sprinkling a small amount of charcoal over the 
slag in the scorifier just before closing the door of the muffle for the 
liquefaction period, with the idea of reducing some lead from the 
slf^; and thus collecting most of the oxidized silver by the rain of lead 
shot thus induced. English authorities almost invariably recom- 
mend this practice which they term " cleaning the slag," 

Keller* gives average figures for corrected assays on anode 
mud known to contain 3750 ounces of silver per ton. Assays 
were by scorification and in one series scorifications and cupel- 
lations were run hot while in the other they were run cool. 
The results, each representing an average of twenty individual 
assays, are shown in the following table : 



A88AT8 


TABLE XVII. 
OF Copper Anode REsnioEa. 




Oriffn 


ud <mpeU>t»n 




SUver«. 


OoLd«. 

pert™ 


Silvw M. 
pv ton 


Oold«. 
mr ton 




3613.12 
65.38 
21.64 

3690.14 


2S.030 
0.010 
0.045 
0,075 

28.160 


36SS.85 
56.44 
20.93 

3766.22 




In Blag 





















• Trans. A.I.M.K, 60, p. 706. 



i.y Google 



THE SCORIFICATION ASSAY 141 

The greatest difference between hot and cool assays is shown 
in the uncorrected assay results. The other fibres agree sur- 
prisingly well. The loss of silver shown by these figures is very 
high, due to the repeated scorificationa necessary and the effect 
of copper in increasii^ the loss. The loss of gold is extremely 
small and serves to illustrate the protective action of silver on 
gold. . 

The difference in temperature of hot and cool cupellations 
could not have been great, or else the cool scorification gave 
purer buttons for cupellation, as the cupel losses differ very 
little. 

Because of the low results of the corrected assays, in the case 
of hot scorifications and cupellations, compared with the known 
silver content of 3750 ounces per ton, Keller concludes that there 
must have been a decided loss of silver by volatilization. This 
is a good argument for cool scorification in copper work as well 
as for cool cupellation. 

The gold lost in decantation, in the case of beads resulting 
from cool work, is three times that for beads resulting from hot 
work. This difference he claims to be due to increased disintegra- 
tion of the gold, because of the presence of added impurities re- 
tained in the beads resulting from cool cupellation. 

Use of Large Ore Charges in Scorification. — While the usual 
charge for a scorification assay is 0.1 assay-ton, Simonds* claims 
to be able to obtain good results on practically all classes of sul- 
phide ores using 0.5 assay-ton of ore, 75 grams of lead and 2.5 
grams of borax-glass in a 3-inch shallow scorifier. This should 
certainly cause no difficulty with mixtures consistii^ only of 
galena and quartz. 

Scorification Charges for Different Materials. — The follow- 
ing charges have been found generally satisfactory; 

* Califomw Mimes and Minerala, p. 226 (1S99). 
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TABLE XVin. 
gcowFicATioN Chabqbs. 





Char^ 


SBOrifiv 

IiHba 




lUUral 


Or. 
Tom 


Gnmu. 
bud 

Orvos 


Boai- 
Cnmi 


gjjita 


Hwt 

hicbu 

6wt 




0.1 
0.1 

0,2 

0.1 

0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.05-0.1 
0-1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 


35 

36 

46 
50 

45 

50-60 

60 

46-60 

60 

60 

60 

60-70 

50 

60 


Vl 

H 

1-2 
1-2 
3-5 
1-2 

3 

3 

1-2 
2-3 

i 

1 


1-2 

1 
1 

1 


3 

1 




Half galena, half 


Low 


Low grade galena 


Low 


Half pyrite, half 




Stibnite 

Sphalerite 

AJrsenical ore 

Cobalt ore 

Nickel ore 

Chf^copyrite 


High 
High 

g? 

High 
Low 
Low 


Lead matte 

Copper matte 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
TH£ CRUCIBLE ASSAY. 

Theory of the Crucible Assay. — Tlw majority of orea are, 
by themselves infusible, or neariy so, but if pulverized and 
mixed in proper proportion with suitable regents, the mix- 
ture will fuse at an easily attained temperature. The fi ner 
t.lip orp ia pn iahftrf , the better and more imiform are the re- 
sults obta ined. We assume in considering a crucible assay that 
there is such a thorough mixture of ore [and fluxes that each 
particle of ore is in contact with one or more particles of litharge 
and reducing agent. As the temperature of the mass is gradually 
raised, part of the litharge is reduced to lead (commencing at 
500° to 550° C.) by the carbon of the charge, and these reduced 
shots of lead, alloy and take up the gold and silver from the sur- 
rounding particles of ore, so far at least as the precious metals 
are free to alloy. 

At about this same temperature, 560° C, the borax of the 
charge begins to melt and to form fusible compounds with some 
of the bases of the flux and ore cbai^. In the absence of borax 
or other fusible constituents^ lead oxide and silica commence 
to combme at about 700° C, and from this point the sU^; 
begins to form rapidly. The conditions should be such that 
the slag remains viscous until the ore particles are thoroughly 
decomposed and every particle of gold and silver has been taken 
up by the adjacent suspended globules of lead. After this point 
has been passed, the temperature may be raised until the slag 
is thoroughly fluid, when the lead particles combine and, falling 
throi^h the sl^, form a button in the bottom of the crucible 
in which are concentrated practically all of the precious metals 
originally present in the ore. 

To make an intelligent crucible assay it is necessary to know 
the mineral character of the ore, for a siliceous ore requires a 
different treatment from one which is mostly limestone and a 
sulphide requires to be treated differently from an oxide. For 
the purpose of the assayer, orea should be considered from two 
143 
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standpoints, first according to the character and quantity of 
their slag-conning constituents, and second according as they are 
oxidizing, neutral or reducing in the crucible fusion with lead and 
lead oxide. 

Ores Classified According to Slag-f onning Constituents. — The 
principal slag-forming constituents of ores and gangue minerals, 
arranged approximately in the order of their occurrence in the 
earth's crust are as follotra: 

SUica SiO, )' ..,^. 

Alumina AltOg 

Ferrous oxide FeO 
Manganous oxide MnO 
Calcium oxide CaO 
Magnesium oxide MgO 
Sodium oxide NaiO 

Potassium oxide KiO 
Zinc oxide ZnO 

Lead oxide PbO 

Cuprous oxide CuiO 

These oxides, with the exception of those of sodium, potassium 
and lead, are infusible at the temperature of the assay-furnace. 
To get them into the molten condition we add fluxes. All of the 
common assay fluxes with the exception of silica are readily 
fusible by themselves. In general it may be said that to flux the 
acid, silica, it is necessary to add bases and to flux any of the 
basic oxides, acids must be added. To Sux alumina it is beet 
to add both acids and bases. 

Ores Classifled According to Oxidizing or Reducing Charac- 
ter. — According to their oxidizing or reducii^ character in the 
crucible assay, ores may divided into three classes as follows: 

Class 1. Neutbal Orbs. — Siliceous, oxide and carbonate 
ores or ores containing no sulphides, arsenides, antimonides, 
tellurides, etc., i.e., ores having no reducing or oxidizing power. 

Class 2. Ores Having a Reducing Power. — Ores containing 
sulphides, arsenides, antimonides, tellurides, carbonaceous matter, 
ete., or ores which decompose Utharge with a reduction of lead 
in the crucible fusion. 
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Class 3 Ores Having an Oxidizing Power. — Ores con- 
taining ferric oxide, manganese dioxide, etc., or ores which when 
fused with fluxes oxidize lead or reducing agents. Ores with 
any considerable oxidizing power are comparatively rare. 

Detenniiiing the Character of a Sample. — The mineral chai^ 
acter of an ore can be moat readily determined when the ore is in 
the coarse condition. However, a^ a large proportion of the sam- 
ples received by the aasayer are already pulverized, it becomes 



Fh3. 43. — Fan of galena and quartz on vanning-Bhovel- 

' for him to be able to form a close estimate of their 
composition in this condition. This may be beat accomplished 
by washing a small sample on a vanning-plaque or shovel. 

Place one or two grams of the ore on the vanning-ahovel, cover 
it with water and allow it to stand until the ore is thoroughly 
wet, then shake violently in a horizontal plane until the fine 
slime is in suspension and all lumps are broken up. Allow 
to settle a moment, decant some of the water if necessary and then 
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separate the ore according to the specific gravity of its different 
mineralB by a combined washing and shaking. The water should 
be made to flow over the ore in one direction only and the velocity 
of the shaking motion should be accelerated in a direction opposite 
to the flow of the water. The shaking tends to stratify the ore, 
heaviest next the pan, lightest on top, while the water tends to wash 
everything downward, the material on top being moat afiFected be- 
cause of its position, and also because of its lesser specific gravity. 
Finally, if there are a number of minerals present, they should 
appear spread out in fan shape in the order of their specific grav- 
ity, for instance, galena, pyrite, sphalerite and quartz. 

Figure 43 shows a^fan of galena and quartz on a vanning-shovel. 
If account is taken of the specific gravity of the different min- 
erals, an experienced operator can make a reasonably good esti- 
mate of the percentage of each of the common minerals present 
in an ore. 

Crucible Slags. — The slags obtained in the crucible assay 
may be regarded as silicates and borates of the metallic oxides 
dissolved in one another and in litharge. They also often con- 
tain dissolved carbon dioxide. The acid constituents of rocks, 
other than silica, so seldom play an important part in the forma- 
tion of slags that they may be omitted at least from a preliminary 
discussion of the subject. 

Assay slags high in lithai^ and low in silica, borax and other 
acids are sometimes called oxide slags. Very little is known 
about the constituticm of these slags. 

Very acid sl^s are sometimes emulsions and" not true solutions. 
That is, they may contain suspended solid or molten globules 
of other minerals. 

A slag suitable for assay purposes should have the following 
properties : 

1. It should have a comparatively low formation temperature 
readily attainable in assay-furnaces. 

2. It should be pasty at and near its formation temperature, 
to hold up the particles of reduced lead until the precious metals 
are liberated from their mechanical or chemical bonds and are 
free to alloy with the lead. 

3. It should be thin and fluid when heated somewhat above 
its melting-point, so that shots of lead may settle through it 
readily. 
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4. It should have a low capacity for gold and sUver, an J should 
allow a complete decomposition of the ore by the fluxes. 

5. It should not attack the material of the crucible too vio- 
lently. 

6. Its specific gravity should be low, to allow a good separa- 
tion of lead and slag. 

7. When cold, it should separate readily from the lead and 
be homogeneous, thus indicating complete decomposition of the 

8. It should contain all the impurities of the ore and should 
be free from the higher oxides of the metals. 

■V 9. Except in the case of the iron-nail assay it should be free 
from sulphides. 

Color of Crucible Slags. — As is also the case in scorification, 
the color of the Blags resulting from crucible assays is often in- 
dicative of the metals present. Due to the larger proportion 
of silica and borax and the smaller amount of litharge in crucible 
slags the significance of the coloring is not always the same. 
Thus in crucible slags various shades of green may usually be 
ascribed to the presence of ferrous silicates and not of copper 
as is the case in scorification slags, while in the absence of iron, 
copper gives the crucible slag a brick-red color, due to the pres- 
ence of cuprous siUcat« or borate. 

Calcium, magnesium, aluminum and zinc give white or gray- 
ish-white slags, usually more or less opaque. The acid silicates 
of pure soda and lead are clear, colorless glasses. Cobalt gives 
the well-known cobalt blue. Iron and manganese in large quanti- 
ties make the slag black. A small amount of manganese may, 
in the absence of interfering elements, yield a purple to a light 
pink; and as is well known by all glass-makers, a small amount 
serves to neutralize the color effect of iron. 

Classification of Silicates. — Silicates are classified accord- 
ing to the proportion of the oxygen in the acid to oxygen in the 
has&. Thus, a mono-silicate has the same amount of oxygen 
in the acid as in the base. A bi-silicate has twice as much oxy- 
gen in the acid as in the base and so on. 

The sOicatea which have been found to behave satisfactorily 
as assay slags lie within the foUowiog limits: 
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TABLE XIX. 

ClASSIPICATION op SlLICAlXB 




N»m« 


AddtobM* 


R - binlmt but 


Tri-silicate 


Jtol 
Itol 
U tol 
2toI 
3tol 


4R0.8iO. 

2RO.SiO, 

4R0.38iO, 

RO.SiO, 

2R0.3SiO. 



The formation temperature and melting-point of the different 
silicates depend not only on the relation of the silica to base, 
but also on the nature of the bases present. Thus we may say 
that within the above range the silicates of lead and the alkalies 
are all readily fusible, the iron and manganese silicates are diffi- 
cultly fusible and the silicates of calcium, magnesium and alu- 
minum are infusible at the temperature of the assay-furnace. 
Note that so far we are referring to the individual silicates of 
the different bases and not to mixtures of the same. 

Of these slags the bi- and the tri-silicstes have but little effect 
on the ordinary aaa&y crucible while the sub-silicates attack it 
strongly to satisfy their affinity for sOica. 

The student should distinguish between the f onnation tempera- 
ture of a slag and the melting-point of the same slag when al- 
ready formed. It has been shown by Day,* that when the 
constituents of a slag are finely crushed and intimately mixed 
as in an assay fusion, the formation temperature of the slag is 
decidedly lower than the melting temperature. That is to say, 
the slag forms without melting and actually passes through a 
pasty stage before coming to perfect fusion. 

Action of Borax in Slags. — Borax (NatB^O, + 10H,O) melts 
at about 560° C. and gives up its water of crystallization forming 
borax-glass. Borax-glass when molten is decidedly viscous, and 
on account of its excess of boric oxide acts as an acid flux. 

Although primarily an acid flux, borax exerts considerable 
solvent power upon the silicates as well. It lowers the tempera- 
ture of slag formation and in the case of non-sulphide ores helps 
to make the slag viscous during the reduction period. In the 
* Jour. Am. Chem. Soo., S8, p. 1039 (Sept. 1906). 
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case of basic ores particularly, it reduces the temperature oi 
final complete fluidity. According to Steel* it seems to protect 
the crucibles from the solvent action of litharge, probably by 
coating them with a viscous aluminum boro-silicate. 

To determine what relation it bears to sUica as regards its acid 
fluxing quality we may consider the matter first from a theoret- 
ical standpoint, and then from the results of experiments. 

Considerii^ the borates according to their metallurgical classi- 
fication, i.e., accordmg to the amount of oxygen in the acid to 
that in the base, we may compute the weight of borax-glass 
necessary to form a mono-borate with a unit weight of sodium 
carbonate and compare this with the amount of silica required 
to form a mono-silicate with the same amount of base. From 
the rational formula for borax-glass (Nai0.2BtO)) we see that to 
form the mono-borate (6Nai0.2B]Ot), borax-^ass requires five 
additional molecules of NaiO. The equation may be written as 
follows: 

5NaiC0» + Na*0.2B,0, - 6Na,0.2B,0, + 5C0». 
Whence we may write the following proportion to find the amount 
of borax-glass necessary to form a mono-borate with 100 grams 
of soda: 

5Na,C0, : Na,0.2B,0, = 530 : 202 = 100 : x, 
solvit^, X is found to equal 38.1. In the same way we may find 
the amount of silica necessary to form a mono-silicate with 100 
grams of sodium carbonate, 

2Na,C0, : SiO, = 212 : 60 = 100 :y, 
solving, y is found to equal 28.3. Whence, from the theoretical 
standpoint we may say that in the case of a mono-silicate slag, 
38.1 grams of borax-glass is equivalent to 28.3 grams of silica, 
or when borax-^ass is used to replace silica in a mono-silicate 
slag one gram has the same effect as 0.743 grams of silica. 

For a bi-silieate slag the relation is different owing to the mole- 
cule of NaaO already in the borax-glass. The amount of borax- 
glass required to form a bi-borate with 100 grams of sodium car- 
bonate is 05.3 and the silica for a bi-silicate is 56.6. Thus, ia 
the case of a bi-silicate slag, 1 gram of borax-glass is equivalent 
to 0.581 grams of silica. 

* Eng. and Min. Jour., 87, p. 1243. 
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Ebcperiments* on the aize of lead buttons obtained in reducii^ 
power fusions, with varying amounts of silica in some iuetances^ 
and borax-glass in others, give results approaching the theoretical 
values obtained above. They show that 10 grama of borax-glass 
has the same efTect in preventing the reduction of lead from lith- 
arge as between 6 and 7 grams of silica. 

Ko6e,t in a discueeioo of the refining of gold bullion with oigr- 
gen gae, made a number of experiments to determine the b^t 
proportions of borax, silica and metallic oxides. Borax alone 
was found to be unsatisfactory on account of the ra^ad corrosion 
of the crucible. Silica alone gave a pasty, very viscous, slag. 
The best slag found corresponded nearly to the formula J (NatO, 
BjO,) + 3R0, JBjO,, 38iO,. This is made up according to the 
followii^ formula, 9R0 + 2Na,B,07 + 9SiOj, where R =■ Ca, Mg, 
Pb, Zn, Cu, §Fe, §Ni. Leaving out of account the meta-borate 
of soda NaiBiOt, it is a boro-silicate in which the relation of 
oxygen in acids to oxygen in bases is 2.66 to 1. This slag melts 
at a low temperature and is very fluid at between 1000° and 1100° 
C. It has only a sUght corrosive action on clay crucibles. The 
flux contains 3 parts by weight of borax-glass to 4 parts of silica. 

Charles E. Meyert in fluxing zinc-box slime, made zinc into a 
bi-silicate with silica and added NajB^Oj for other bases. The 
other bases were all assiuned to be FeiOg and borax-glass was 
added pound for pound, i.e., 1 pound NaiB^Or for 1 pound 
FeiO,. 

Fluidity of Sl^;8. — It is also necessary to distinguish 
between the meltii^-point and the fluidity of slags. Many 
slags of low melting and formation temperature are entirely 
unsuited for assay purposes on account of their viscous nature 
when melted. As a rule, the higher the temperature the more 
fluid a slag wiii become, but different slags vary much in this 
respect. All slags are viscous at their freezing-point, yet one 
slag will be thinly fluid 200° C above its melting-point and another 
will be decidedly viscous at this degree of superheat. The vb- 
cosity of silicates increases with the percentage of silica above that 
required for the mono-silicate, and the same may be said for 
borates. 

• Lodge, Notes on Asaaying, 2nd Ed. p, 

t but. Min. and Met, 14, p. 396, (IMS). 

X Jour. Cbem. Met. and Mio. Soc of South Africa, 5, p. 168, (1D06). 
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Acidic and Basic Slags. — Slags more acid than the mono-sili- 
cate are generally termed acid, while those approaching a sub- 
sUicate are called basic. The acid slags are all more or less vis- 
cous when molten and can be drawn out into long threads. They 
cool slowly and are usually glassy and brittle when cold. The 
basic slags are usually extremely fluid when molten; they pour 
like water, with no tendency to string out; in fact they may even 
be lumpy where the bases are in too great excess. They solidify 
rapidly and usually crystallize to some extent during solidifica- 
tion. Basic slags are dull and tough when cold. They are often 
of a dark color and on account of the lai^e proportion of bases 
they contain they usually have a high specific gravity. 

Mixed Silicates. — The mixture of two or more fusible com- 
pounds usually fuses at a lower temperature than either one taken 
alone, juat as, for example, a mixture of potassium and sodium 
carbonate fuses at a lower temperature than either one of them 
alone. For this reason assayers always provide for the presence 
of a number of easily fusible substances, although their presence 
is not always necessary for the decomposition of the ore. For 
instance, even in the assay of pure limestone, which is a base, a 
certain amount of sodium carbonate, also a base, is always added. 

Use <rf Fluxes. — For the sake of economy in material and time 
it is best t« limit the amount of fluxes to the needs of the ore. 
The great saving to be made in this way may be illustrated as 
follows : If we use twice as much flux as necessary, we have to 
use twice as large a crucible which cuts down the furnace capacity 
very considerably. Besides this, the large charges require a 
longer time in the furnace to fuse and decompose the ore and this 
again reduces the furnace capacity. 

The Lead Button. — In every gold and silver assay, a care- 
fully r^ulated amount of the litharge is reduced. This results 
in the formation of a great number of minute globules of lead 
which serve to collect the gold and silver. When the chaise 
becomes thoroughly liquid these collect in the bottom of the 
crucible forming the lead button. There is considerable differ- 
ence of opinion as to the proper size for the lead button. Many 
assayers hold that it shoidd be proportional to the total volume 
of charge; others vary the lead-fall according to the quantity 
of precious metals to be collected. Both of these ideas appear 
to have merit and agree in general with the experience of lead 
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blaatr-furnace operators, who insist that the charge shall contain 
not less than 10 per cent of lead, all of which, of course, they 
attempt to reduce. 

MiEer* and Fulton, in experimentii^ on an, ore containing 
2260 ounces of silver per ton, found that the silver recovered 
from the lead button increased regularly with the increase in 
size of the lead button to a maximum of 28 grams. They con- 
cluded that the collecting power of a given weight of lead was 
independent of the amount of the charge. 

In most cases a 28-gram lead button will collect all the gold 
and silver in the ordinary crucible charge, and the assayer is 
advised to figure for a button of this size unless some good reason 
for change is shown. 

The Cover. — In practically ' all crucible assay work it was 
formerly customary to place a cover of some fusible substance 
on top of the mixed charge in the crucible. Different assayers 
advocate different inaterials, as salt, sodium sulphate, borax, 
boraX'glass and soda, as well as different flux mixtures. 

The idea which leads to the use of the cover is that, melting 
early, it makes a thick glaze on the sides of the crucible above 
the ore charge and that, if particles of ore or lead globules are 
left on the sides of the crucible by the boiling of the chai^, the 
cover tends to prevent them from sticking there. As the fusion 
becomes quiet and the temperature rises, most of this glaze runs 
down to join the main chaige and carries with it any small parti- 
cles of ore or lead which may have stuck to it in the early part 
of the fusion. 

The salt cover is thinly fluid when melted. It does not enter 
the slag but floats on top of it, thus serving to keep out the air 
and to prevent loss by ebullition. 

The borax cover fuses before the rest of the charge. It is 
thick and viscous when melted and serves to prevent loss of fine 
ore by " dusting," as well as to stop loss by ebullition. It finally 
enters the slag and so ceases to be a cover after the fusion is well 
under way. 

Some assayers object to the use of salt on the ground that it is 

likely to cause losses of gold and silver by volatilization. It is 

a well-known fact that gold chloride is volatile at a comparatively 

low temperature, commencing at 180° C. and that silver chloride 

* School of Minee Quarterly, 17, pp. 160-im 
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is volatile in connection with the chlorides of arsenic, antimony, 
copper, iron, lead, etc. When an ore contains substances such 
as manganese oxide, basic iron sulphate etc., capable of generatii^ 
chlorine upon being heated with salt, it would seem wise to omit 
the use of salt. If it is not desired to use salt a good cover may 
be made from a mixture of. borax-glass and sodium carbonate 
in the proportion of 10 parts of the former to 15 parts of the 
latter. 

The present tendency is to do away with the cover altogether. 
For muffle fusions, at any rate, a salt cover is entirely Unnecessary 
and even objectionable, in that it fills the room with chloride 
fumes at the time of pouring. Salt assists in the volatilization 
of lead compounds and these are most injurious %o health. 

KBDUCnON AlfD OXIDATION. 

Beducii^ and oxidizing reactions are common in fire assaying 
as in other chemical work, and practically all fusions are either 
reducing or oxidizing in nature. For instance, the scorification 
assay is an oxidizing fusion in which atmospheric air is the 
oxidizing agent, while the crucible fusion of a siliceous ore is a 
reducing fusion in which argols, flour or charcoal act as the re- 
ducing agents. 

By the term "reducing power," as used in fire assaying, is meant 
the amount of lead that 1 gram of the ore or substance will reduce 
when fused with an excess of lithai^e. For instance, if we use 
6.00 grams of ore and obtain a lead button weighing 16.50 grams 
the reducii^ power of the ore is 

^5:^-330 

By the term "oxidizii^ power" is meant the amount of lead 
which 1 gram of the ore or substance will oxidize in a fusion, 
or more exactly it is the lead equivalent of a certain amount of 
reducing agent or ore which is capable of being oxidized by 1 gram 
of the ore or substance. 

Redudi^ Reactions. — The reduction of lead by charcoal is 
shown by the followii^ reaction : 

2PbO + C = 2Pb + COfc 
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from which it is seen that 1 gram of pure carbon should reduce 

2 X 207 

— T^ — = 34,5 grams of lead. However, as charcoal is never pure 

carbon the results actually obtained in the laboratory will be 
somewhat less, usually from 25 to 30. All carbonaceous mate- 
rials have more or less reducing power. Those most commonly 
used as reducing agenta in assaying are charcoal, R. P. ± 27.5; 
argols, R. P.8--12; cream of tartar, R. P. 5.5; flour, R. P. 10-12. 
Besides carbonaceous matter many other substances and ele- 
ments are capable of reducing lead from its oxide. The most 
important of these are metallic iron, sulphur and the metallic 
sulphides. The reduction of lead by iron is shown by the follow- 
ing reaction : 

PbO + Fe = Pb + FeO, 

\56-3-™- 

The reducing j>ower of sulphur and the metallic sulphides will 
vary according to the amount of alkaline carbonate present. 
For instance, the reduction of lead by sulphur in the absence 
of alkaline carbonates is shown by the followii^ reaction: 

2PbO + S = 2Pb + SO,. 
The reducing power of sulphur under these conditions would be 

In the presence of sufficient alkaline carbonates the sulphur is 
oxidized to sulphur trioxide which combines with the alkali to 
form ^ulphate. The reaction is as follows: 

3PbO + 8 4- Na,CO, = 3Pb + N&^D, + CO* 

from which we see that the reducii^ power of sulphur, under 
these conditions, should be 



In the same way we find that the reducing power of the metallic 
sulphides varies according to the amount of available alkaline 
carbonate present. For instance, in the absence of alkaline 
carbonates and with a small amount of silica to slag the iron 
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oxide and to hold it in the ferrous condition, the following equa- 
tion expresses the reaction between iron pyrite and litharge: 
FeS» + 6PbO + SiO, = FeSiO, + 5Pb + 2S0,. 

This last statement is not strictly true, as in the entire absence 
<A alkaline carbonate the reaction is not quite complete. Miller* ' 
found that under the above conditions the lead button and el^ 
always contained sulphides and the actual results fell slightly 
below those called for by the above equation. According to this 
equation the reducing power would be 

5Pb 1035 .- 
Fe^ 120 *'■'*■ 

With an excess of sodium carbonate and in the absence of 
silica, the sulphur is oxidized to trioxide and the iron to the ferric 
condition, as shown by the following equation: 
2Fe8, + 15PbO + 4Na,C0, - Fe,0, + 16Pb + 4Na^04 + 4C0», 



With a smalt amount' of silica present the iron may be left 
in the ferrous condition, which is much to be preferred. Then 
the reaction becomes: 

2FeS, + 14PbO + 4Na,C0, + SiO, = 

FetSiO* + 14Pb + 4Na»S0, + 4C0,, 
which gives a reducing power of 12,07. 

All of the above reactions may take place simultaneously in the 
same fusion, and therefore it will be obvious that there may be 
obtained for pyrite any reducii^ power between 8.6 and 12.9, 
accordii^ to the amount of sodium carbonate, litharge and silica 
present. Unfortunately it is somewhat difficult to control the 
oxidation of the sulphur, and this makes it bard to obtain a lead 
button of the r^ht size. What the assayer wants to know is the 
" working reducing power " of the ore, which always lies some- 
where between the two extremes indicated, and this he determines 
by a preliminary fusion with a small quantity of ore, an excess 
of litharge and a carefully regulated amount o( soda. 

Tlie accompanyiiig table gives the reducing power of some of 
the common sulphides. The theoretical figures are computed 
* Trans. A.I.M.E., 84, p. 395. 
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for sulphur oxidized to both SOi and SOj. In the last column 
is given the reducing power of the pure minerals using the follow- 
ing charge Na^COi 5 gms., PbO 80 gms., SiOi 2 gms., ore to yield 
ah approximate 26 gram button. 



TABLE XX. 
Hedhcino Powbr w Minerals. 







OHi.imt.1 






Fdrmub 


















StoSOj 


StoSO, 




Galena 


PbS 


2.6 


3.46 


3.41 


Chalcocite 


Cu,S 


3,9 


5.2 




Arsenopyrit« 


FeAsS 


5.7 


6.96 


S.lgi 


Stibnite 


Sb^. 








Chftlcopyrite 


CuFeS, 


6.2 


8.44 


7.85 


Sphalerite 


ZdS 


6.37 


8.5 


7.87 


FVrhotite 


FerS, 


7-35 


d.g 


10.00' 


Pyrite 


FeS, 


8.6 


12.07 


11,05 



■ The sample used probably contained pyrite. 

As is the case with sulphur and the metallic sulpbides the 
amount of lead reduced by the carbonaceous reducing agents 
also depends upon the nature of the charge, particularly upon 
the amount of silica present. Other things being equal, the 
more basic the charge, the greater the amount of lead which will 
be reduced by a unit quantity of the reducing agent. Thus, 
a certain sample of argols showed a reducing power of 11.04 
when silica for a sub-silicate was added, 10.93 for a mono-silicate, 
10.62 for a bi-silicate and only 9.26 for a tri-silicate. The rate 
of fusion and the final temperature both have a good deal to do 
with the amount of this reduction, for the reason that the silicates 
of lead more acid than the mono-silicate are but little reduced 
by carbon below 1000° C. With a limited amount of litharge 
present, part is bound to be converted into silicate before it can be 
reduced by carbon, and naturally the greater the proportion of 
silica, the larger the amount of litharge which will combine and 
thus be rendered unavailable for reduction by carbon. 

Oxidizing Reactions. — Certain metals, notably iron, mangan- 
ese, copper, cobalt, arsenic and antimony, are capable of existing 
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in two states of oxidation. When fused with a reducing ^ent 
the higher oxides of these metals are reduced to the lower state 
of oxidation at the expense of the reducing agent. Ores contain- 
ing these higher oxides are said to have an oxidizing power on 
account of this property of using up reducing agent. For 
convenience this oxidizing power ia measured in terms of 
lead, although the bulk of the oxidizing reaction in any assay 
fusion is probably accomplished ^^ainst the reducii^ agent of the 
charge. 

For instance if in an assay fusion containing silica we have 
ferric oxide, sufficient for a bi-silicate, and oubon, the follow- 
ing reaction takes place: 

2Fe,0, -I- C -H 4SiO. = 4FeSiOi -|- CO,, 

from which we find that 1 gram of FejOa requires 0.037 gram of 
carbon to reduce it to FeO. Elxpressed in terms of lead the re- 
lation would be as follows: 

Fe,0, + Pb = 2FeO -|- PbO. 

say tb 

Similarly 

MnOi + Pb = MnO -|- PbO. 
207 
87 

each gram of MnOi present in a fusion with litharge and a reducing 
agent will prevent the reduction of 2.4 grams of lead. It is 
easily seen, therefore, that this oxidizing power of ores must be 
taken account of in computing assay charges. The method of 
determining the oxidizing power of ores will be discussed later. 

In the crucible assay of h^ sulphide ores it is frequently 
necessary to add some oxidizing agent to the chai^ to prevent 
the reduction of an inconveniently lai^ lead button. A 28-gram 
lead button is usually sufficiently lai^e to act as a collector of the 
precious metals, and were a larger button obtained, it would 
entail an extra loss due to scorification, or a prolonged cupella- 
tion, as well as consuming extra time in this treatment. When, 
therefore, the ore charge would of itself reduce more than 28 
grams of lead we ordinarily add potassium nitrate or some other 
oxidizing agent. Niter is almost exclusively used in this country 



i.y Google 



158 A TEXTBOOK OF FIRE ASSAYING 

for oxidizing. Its action with carbon is shown by the followii^ 
equation : 

4KN0i + 6C = 2K,0 + fiCO* + 2N,, 

from which the theoretical oxidizii^ power of niter expressed in 
tenns of lead is found to be 5.12. The theoretical oxidizing 
power may also be figured from its reactions with sulphur, or 
any of the metallic sulphides and will always give substantially 
the same result when the degree of oxidation of the sulphur is 
kept the same in the reducing and oxidizing reactions. 

The actual oxidizing effect of niter is always found to be lower 
than this, partly because the niter ordinarily used for this purpose 
is not 100 per cent KNOj and partly because in the actual fusion 
some oxygen is likely to escape unused. This loss of oxygen 
increases as the acidity of the charge increases. The loss is 
also probably influenced by the depth of the charge, the rat« 
of fusion and the temperature. In the case of actual assay fus- 
ions with sulphides, the oxidizing power will be found to vary 
between 3.7 and 4.7, the lower ^ure being approached when the 
charge contains considerable silica and borax-glass and but little 
litbai^, the upper figure prevailing when no silica or borax is 
used and in the presence of an excess of sodium carbonate and 
lithai^e. 

With both the reducing power of the sulphides and the oxi- 
dizing power of the niter varying with different proportions of 
sodium carbonate, lithai^, borax and silica, as well as with vari- 
ations of temperature, the problem of obtaining a lead button 
of the right size in niter assays is not a simple one. The only 
solution is 80 to control the conditions that the state of oxidation 
of the sulphur in the final assay shall be the same as that in the 
reducing power fusion. This is the first essential; the second is 
to decide on some slag of definite silicate degree and always use 
it; then the proportion of o:^gen which escapes unused will be 
nearly constant and the oxidizing power of- the niter, once deter- 
mined, may be depended on to remain constant. 

With the type of charge recommended in the latter part of the 
chapter, the oxidizing power of nit«r will be foiond to lie between 
4.0 and 4.2 and with this minor variation but little trouble should 
be found m properly controllii^ the size of the button. 

Just as we may obtain several reactions between any of the 
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aulpbides and lithai^ according to the degree of oxidation of 
the sulphur and occasionally also of other constituents of the 
mineral, so. we may also obtain several different reactions 
between niter and the sulphides. For instance, in the absence 
of alkaline carbonates and in the presence of silica, the sulphur 
can be oxidized only to the dioxide, and the reaction between 
niter Evnd pyrite would be as follows: 

2KN0, + FeS, + SiO, = K,O.FeO.SiO, + 2S0j + N,. 
In the presence of an excess of alkaline carbonate and lithai^ 
with little or no silica, both the iron and the sulphur would be 
oxidized as highly as possible and the following reaction would 
result: 

6KN0, + 2FeS, + Na,CO, = 

Fe,0, + 3K,S04 + Na^SO* + 3N, + CO,. 
Ferric oxide is a most undesuBble component of assay slags 
and its formation must be avoided. To prevent the iron from 
going to the ferric condition enough silica should be present to 
hold and slag it as ferrous singulo-silicate. If this is provided 
the reaction then becomes 

28KNO, + lOFeSj + 6Na,C0, + 5SiO, = 

SFe^SiO* + UKSO* + 6Na,S0, + 14N, + 6C(V 
A slight oxidizing effect may be obtained by using red lead 
in place of litharge, and this is sometimes done, especially in 
En^and and the British colonies. The oxidizing effect of red 
lead is shown by the following reaction: 

Pb,0, + Pb = 4PbO. 

The oxidizii^ power in terms of lead is ^z - 0.30. 

TOSimG REAGENTS. 

Each new lot of litharge and test lead should be assayed for 
silver and gold so that when any is found to be present a proper 
correction may be made. Different lots of aigols, and fiour are 
also found to vary in reducing power, and their reducing powers 
should also be determined. 

The following procedm^ is designed, ffrat, to allow the student 
to determine the reducing power of flour, charcoal or other re- 
ducing agents and at the same time to determine the silver cor- 
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rectioQ for litharge, and, second, to familiarize him with the 
principal operations connected with the crucible method of assay. 

Procedure. — Take two E or F potr-fumace crucibles, or 12 or 
15 gram muffle crucibles. 

Weigh into them, in the order given, the following: 



5 grams 



No. 1 


No. 2 




Sodium carbonate 5 grams 


Sodium carbonate 


5 


SiUca 5 " 


Silica 


5 


Litharge 60 " 


Litbarge 


60 


Flour 2.50 " 


Cbarcoal 1 


.00 



Weigh the Sour and charcoal on ihe pulp balance as exactly 
as possible, the others on the flux balance. Mix thoroughly with 
the spatula by turning the crucible slowly with one hand while 
using the spatula with the other. When finished tap the crucible 
several times with the handle of the spatula to settle the charge 
and to shake down any material which may have lodged on the 
sides of the crucible above the charge. Finally put on a half- 
inch cover of salt. 

Pot-Furnace Furaon. — Have a good bright fire in the pot^ 
furnace which should not, however, be filled with coke more than 
halfway to the bottom of the flue. Place the crucibles so that 
their tops shall not be much above the bottom of the flue. Place 
a piece of cold coke directly under each crucible as it is put into 
the furnace. Cover the crucibles and pack coke around them, 
being careful to prevent the introduction of any coke or dust. 
Close the top of the furnace, open the draft if necessary and ui^ 
the fire untU the charges begin to fuse. Then close the draft and 
continue the melting slowly enough to prevent the charges from 
boiling over. When the chaises have finished boiling, note the 
time and open the draft if necessary, to get a yellow heat and 
continue heating for ten minutes. 

Four the fusions into the crucible mold, which has been pre- 
viously coated with ruddle, thoroughly dried and wanned. When 
the material is cold, a matter of five or ten minutes for a small 
fusion, break the cone of lead from the slag and hammer it into 
a cube to thoroughly remove the slag. Weigh the buttons on the 
pulp balance to the nearest tenth of a gram and record the weights, 
and reducing powers in the notebook. 

Save the lead buttons and cupel them. The beads should 
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contain all of the gold and silver in the 60 grams of litharge used. 
Weigh the beads and part to see if gold is present. Kecord 
the weights of the beads and compute the correction for silver in 
30 grams of Utharge. 

Muffle FuBion. — If the fusions are to be made in the muffle 
have the muiHe hght red and the fire under such control that the 
muiHe can be brought to a full yellow in the course of half an hour. 
Place a row of empty SO'^ram crucibles in the front part of the 
muffle so as to close the space as completely as possible. These 
serve to keep the assays hot by reflection of heat and so prevent 
loss of heat by conduction through the door. See that the muffle 
door is tightly closed to prevent admission of air. Melt at suffi- 
ciently low temperature to avoid violent boiling and then when 
the sound of bubbling is no longer heard, raise the temperature and 
pour as in the case of the pot-furnace fusion. 

Notes: 1. ScM!alled silver^ree litharge can now be purchased but even 
this often carries traces of gold and silver. 

2. In aasaying samples of lithai^ low in silver 120 to 240 grains may 
be required to give a bead of sufficient size to handle and weigh, 

3. It ia convenient to use litharge in multiples of 30 grains and there- 
fore the silver correction is based on 30 grams oC litharge. 

4. The temperature which the mufSe should have before the crucibles 
are introduced depends upon the number of charges which are to be put in 
at one time. If only one or two the temperature should be low to avoid 
danger of boiling over. However, if the muffle is to be filled with crucibles 
the initial temperature may be higher, as the crucibles can be depended upon 
to decidedly bwer the temperature. 

5. Pour the fusions carefully into the center of the 'molds and do not 
diisturb until the lead has had time to solidify. 

The following are the reducing powers of some of the common 
reducing agents: 
Charcoal 25-30 Corn-starch 11 .5-13 

Argols 8-12 Sugar 14.5 

Flour 10-12 Cream of tartar 4.5-6.6 

ASSAT OF CLASS 1 ORES. OOLD OR SILVER. 
This is the most common class of ores and as it is also the one 
which presents the fewest difficulties for the assayer, it is con- 
sidered first. Actually, ores with no traces of sulphides are 
somewhat of a rarity, but the methods given below may be adap- 
ted to ores containing moderate amounts of sulphides by simply 
decreasing the amount of reducing agent used. 
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Slags for Class 1 Siliceous Ores. — To fuse a sUiceous ore, 
basic fluxes must be added, the alkaline carbonates and litharge 
being the ones available. The bi-silicates of soda and lead are 
readily fusible and sufficiently fluid for the purpose; therefore, 
the basic fluxes may be limited to the amount necessary to form these 
silicates. Sodium carbonate and litharge combine with silica to form 
bi-silicates in proportions indicated in the following equations: 
Na,CO, + SiO, = Na,SiO, + COj, 
PbO + SiO, = PbSiO,. 
From a comparison of the molecular weights of the left-band 
members of these equations, it may be determined that one assay- 
ton of pure silica will require either 51.2 grams of sodium carbonate, 
or 108 grams of litharge to form a bi-sUicate. 

As the mixed silicate of soda and lead is generally more satis- 
factory than either one alone, it is common to use both of these 
basic fluxes in every fusion, thus makii^ a double, or bi-basic 
silicate. It is customary to use at least as much sodium carbonate 
as ore in every assay. On this basis it appears that approximately 
three-fifths of the silica is fluxed with soda, leaving two-fifths of it 
to be fluxed with litharge. Taking these proportions, then, there 
will be required for one assay-ton of pure silica exactly 30.7 grams 
of sodium carbonate and 43.2 grams of litharge. 

In assaying an ore provision must also be made for a lead button 
to act as a collector of^the precious metals. A 28-gram button is 
usually sufficient. To allow for this it will be necessary to add 
30 grams more of litharge and also some reducing agent, say 2} 
grams of flour (R. P. 12). 

The chaise will now stand as follows: 

Ore 1 A. T. 

Sodium carbonate 30 . 7 grams 

Lithante for slag 43 grams 1 _„ 

T-.L t 1, T^ on 73 grams 

Litharge for button 30 gramsj ^ 

Flour (R. P. 12) 2i grams 

The ore so far considered has been an ideal one, pure silica, 
which is rarely if ever found in practice. The ordinary siliceous 
ore almost invariably contains small amounts of iron oxide, vari- 
ous silicates of alumina, pyrite and other sulphides, as well as 
occasionally more or less calcite, all of which reduce the amount 
of silica for which basic fluxes must be supplied. It is obvious 
that for such an ore it is possible to make a bi-silicate slag with a 
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somewhat smaller amount of baaic reagents than those in the ideal 
charge shown above. It will be advisable also to use a small 
amount of borax in almost every fusion, as this helps both in 
fluxing silica and in slagging the basic oxides. So that, by round- 
ing out the above chai^ and adding borax, the following practical 
bi-flilicat« charges for siliceous ores are obtained: 

Ore i A. T. 1 A. T. 2 A. T. 

Soda (NaiCOi) 15 grams 30 grams 60 grams ■ " 
Borax 3-5 " &-10 " 10-15 " ■■ ■ 

Litharge 50 " 70 " 110 " ■ 

Flour(R.P.12)2J " 2* " 2J 

The larger the amount of ore used the more necessary it be- 
comes to keep down the quantity of fluxes. The following chains, 
mora acid than the bi-ailicate, are regularly used by the author 
for the assay of siliceous tailings. 

Ore . 1 A. T. 2 A. T. 5 A. T. 

Soda (NajCOi) 30 grama 60 grams 160 grams 
Borax 3 " 6 " 15 " 

Litharge . 60 " 90 " 180 " 
Flour for a 28 gram 30 gram 35 gram lead button. 
The results obtained with the last mentioned charges are good; 
the slags, of course, are more viscous than the bi-silicate slags but 
they pour well even when fusions are made in the muffle furnace. 
The crucibles are practically unattacked and if of good quality, can 
be used for many such fusions, especially if care is taken to cool 
them slowly. 

The following table gives the amounts of the different common 
basic rea^nts required to form bi-silicates with pure sUica. This 
will be found useful in calculating assay charges for various quanti- 
ties of siliceous ores. 





Quutity of buw TMndrad 


SIO, 


PbO 


NmCO, 


K,CO. 


NsHCO, 


'1 Baevf-toii 
lOsrams 


108. gm- 
37.0 gm. 


51.2 gm. 
17.6 gm. 


86.8 gm. 

22.9 gm. 


81.2gm. 
27.9 gm. 
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One gram of FeO neutralizes 0.84 grams SiOi or requires 1.4 
grams borax-glass. One gram of CaCOs neutralizes 0.60 gram 
SiOi or requires 1.0 gram borax-glass. 

All assayers do not agree on the use of bi-silicate slags for 
siliceous ores, and even if they did agree they might prefer different 
proportions of sodium carbonate and lithai^ than those men- 
tioned above. Many assayers consider it better to make the 
slag less acid than the bi-silicate ; in fact there are certain advan- 
tages in making what is approximately a sesqui-sOicate. The 
quantity of basic fluxes required for this silicate may be deter- 
mined by increasing the figures found in the last table by' one-third. 

Where a large number of assays are to be made on ore of about 
the same character it is neither necessary nor desirable to weigh 
out each individual unit of flux, aa this would take too much time. 
Instead, a flux mixture is made up and then a unit weight of this 
mixture is weighed out for each assay, or better still a measure is 
used which delivers the proper amount. There are innumerable 
formulas for such mixtures and even for the same ore many differ- 
ent mixtures are advocated. A good flux for the assay of siliceous 
ores consists of 3.5 parts of sodium carbonate, 0.5 parts of borax 
and 6 parts of litharge. If an assayer uses 100 grams of this 
mixture per assay-ton of quartz and reduces a 28-^ram lead but- 
ton he will have what is approximately a bi-silicate slag. If he 
prefers he may use 125 grams of flux which gives practically a 
sesqui-silicate. The latter proportion is somewhat more popular 
with assayera, and the student is advised to try both. It should 
be noted, however, that half of this quantity of flux will not give 
a sesqui-silicate with half an assay-ton of ore, unless at the same 
time the reducer ia limited to the amount required for a 14-gram 
lead button. This latter procedure is not commonly followed, 
so that for half an assay-ton of ore approximately 75 grams of 
this flux should be used, if a sesqui-sUicate and a button of reason- 
able size are to be obtained. 

Slags for Class 1 Basic Ores. — In the assay of basic ores it is 
necessary to add acid fluxesr ^ilica and borax to obtain a fusible 
slag. Also, on account of the fact that the silicates of iron, 
manganese, calcium and magnesium are by themselves infusible, 
or nearly so, at the temperature of the assay-furnace, it is custom-, 
ary to add some soda and excess lithai^ to the charge. These 
latter, combining with some of the silica and borax, form readily 
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fuaible compounds which help to take into solution the silicates 
of the basic oxides and by diluting them give more fusible and 
fluid slag». A weight of soda equal at least to that of the ore is 
generally taken as a starting point, and very often a quantity of 
litharge equal to that of the ore is also allowed for the slag. 

The silicate-degree of the slf^ will depend on the character of 
the bases. For Class 1 ores, consistir^ principally of iron, man- 
ganese, calcium, or magnesium it has been found best to approxi- 
mate a sesqui- or a bi-flilicat« slag. 

If the silica and borax are cut down so as to make mono-sili- 
cates, the slags from limestone and dolomite will be lUmpy when 
hot and full of lead shot when cold. Those from iron oxide wUl 
be lumpy when hot, and when they are poured the crucible will 
be left full of. lead shot which refuse to collect. When cold, 
the slag will be found full of shots of lead and will be magnetic. 
This is due to the formation of the m^netic oxide of iron, which, 
being infusible, floats around in the lower part of the sl^ and 
interferes with the settling of the reduced lead. 

Tlte following table of bi-silicate slag factors will facilitate the 
calculation of charges for basic ores. 



QB«.tit,olbM» 


Qwntity of wid T«iuii«d 


1 A. T. FeO 
1 A. T. CaCO. 
1 A. T. M^, 

lOgma. PbO 

30 " NftHCO. 

30 " Na,CO, 

10 " K,CO. 


24.6 gr&ms SiOi 
17.4 " 
20.8 " 

2.7 " 
10.8 " 
17.0 " " 

41 .. 



For sesqui-silicates use three-quarters of the above quantities 
of silica. When borax-glass is substituted for silica, 1 gram of 
borax-glass may be considered equivalent to 0.6 gram of silica. 

The amount of silica which should be replaced by borax has 
not been deterramed, but on account of the greater fusibility and- 
fluidity of boro-silicates it is well to replace at least a quarter to a 
third of the silica with its equivalent of borax or borax-glass. 
When the calculated amount of borax-glass falls below 5 grams, 
this quantity is generally used as a minimum. 
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The following example will illustrate the use of the table. 
Take 1 assay-ton of an ore consisting of 50 per cent CaCOi and 
50 per cent SiOs. Start with 30 grams of sodium carbonate and 
60 grams of lithai^, 30 for the slag and 30 for the lead button, 
and plan for a bi-eilicate slag. Under these conditions the silica 
requirements of the different bases are as follows: 
The CaCO, of the ore requires 0.5 X 17.4 = 8.7 grams Si(^ 

30 grams of soda require ....17.0 " " 

30 grams of litharge require 8.1 " " 

Total 33.8 " 

Deductii^ the silica of the ore, J A. T. = 14.6 
Silica or equivalent borax necessary 19 . 2 

If two-thirds of this is put in as silica, there remains 19.2 — 12.8 
= 6.4 grams of silica, for which we must substitute the equivalent 

amount of borax-glass, which is -^ X 6.4 = 10.7 gra,ma. 
The final charge stands 

Ore 1A.T. 

Sodium carbonate 80 grams 

Borax-glass 10.7 " 

Lithane 60 " 

Flour (R. P. 12) 21 " 

SUica 12.8 " 

This chaise contains 17.0 grams of CaSiOi and 34.6 grams of 
NatSiOi, or about twice as much sodium bi-silicate as calcium 
bi-eilicate. Figure 3 shows that such a combination will melt at a 
reasonably low temperature. The lead silicate and the borax- 
glass will, of course, reduce this melting temperature materially. 
Following the procedure outlined above it may readily be de- 
termined that for pure calcium carbonate the charge shown below 
should be used: 

Ore .'.1 A.T. 

Sodium carbonate 30 grams 

Borax-^lass 23.6 " 

Lithai^ 60 

Flour 2\ " 

Silica 28.3 " 
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This chai^ GOntains approximately equal amounta of the 
bi-silicates of sodium and calcium, as well as litharge and borax- 
glass. It fuses without difficulty and gives a glassy slag and a 
good separation of lead. 

Figure 44 gives at a glance the quantity of reagents other than 
flour required to flux one assay-ton of any mixture of Umestone 
and silica. 











» 


r,. 




y 




















/ 


/ 


^ 






Sodi 


<m Car 


»„, 




f- 




»^ 












^ 


y. 


^ 










^ 


^ 


^ 


>- 












1 A 


2\ 


i) 3 


1 4 


« 


7 6 


1 7 


> 3 


l « 


» « 



FlO. 44. — Quantity of fluxas required for 1 A.T. of any mixture at 
limestone and ailica. 

Magnesium silicates are somewhat more difficult to fuse than 
the, corresponding calciimi silicates; but the same method of 
procedure should be followed for ores containing magnesite or 
dolomite as for limestone. Precious metal ores containing large 
quantities of magnesium carbonate are not likely to be found; but 
the assayer may have to determine the quantity of silver contained 
in a magnesia cupel, and for this bi-sUicate slags are the best. 

Ores containing much calcium or magneBium carbonate cause 
considerable boiUng in the crucible, due to their dissociation into 
oxide and carbon dioxide at a temperature about the same as that 
required to melt the charge. The assayer should bear this in 
mind in selecting a crucible for such an ore. 
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The charts for ores consisting mainly of iron or i 
oxides are figured in the same way as for those containii^ calcium 
carbonate. In assaying ores containing iron or manganese oxides, 
more than the ordinary amount of reducing i^nt must be added 
to counteract the oxidizing effect of these minerals. 

Slags for Alamina. — Alumina is the most difficult to flux of 
any of the common metal oxides. Fortunately, pure alumina is 
never found associated with gold and silver, and the assayer is not 
likely to encounter anything worse than ores containing a good 
deal of alumina in t^ form of clay. Pure china-clay, or kaolinite, 
which h&s the following composition, HtAltSiiOg, contains Only 
39.5' per cent of alumina. Ordinary clays contain more or, less 
quartz and other minerals, so that even the above-mentioned con- 
tent of alumina will not have to be dealt with. Small amounts 
of combined alumina are found in many ores but these cause no 
trouble in the fusion. 

Metalluigists have never entirely agreed as to the behavior of 
alumina in slags. The work of Day, Shepherd, Rankin, Wr^ht, 
Bowen and others has thrown much new light on the subject of 
the constitution and thermal properties of the ternary system 
Cap - AljOj - SiOi. The melting-point curve of the CaO - SiOi 
series was shown in Chapter I. Figures 45 and 46 give the meltir^- 
point diagranis* of the Al»Oi — SiOi atid'the CaO— Alipi series 
respectively. 

The AliOi — SiOi curve is almost a straight line between the 
meltii^-point of silica, 1625° C. and that of alumina, 2050°, the 
silicate of lowest melting-point being the eutectic containing 87 
^r cent of silica, which melts at 1610°. This curve is not at all 
like that of the CaO — SiOi series, as it might be expected to be 
if alumina were a base. It shows but one compound, AlsO*.SiOi. 

The CaO — AltOi nuTe, on the other hand, shows a number of 
compounds and, what is more important to the metallurgist, a veiy 
decided reduction of meltii^ temperatiu« at about the point 
where the components are of equal weight. The compoimd 
SCaO-SAljO), which contains 47.8 per cent of CaO, lies just 
between two eutectics, both of whi(^ melt at about 1400° C. It 
would seem from the above, that alumina behaves more like an 
acid than a base, and it is suggested that it be so treated. 

Alumina makes slags viscous, no matter how it is treated, and 
* Am. Jour. 8ci., W, pp. 9 and 11. 
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it should not be allowed to exceed 10 or 15 per cent of the weight 
of the sl^. Borax-glass should be increased as the alumina in a 
siliceous ore increases. The addition of lime has been found help- 
ful in fluxing alumina, as might be expected from & study of the 
last curve. The following chai^ gives good results with pure 
china-clay: 

Clay iA.T. 

Lime (CaO) 6 grams 

Sodium carbonate 20 " 

Borax-glass 10 " 

Lithar^ 45 " 

Flour (R. P. 12) 2J " 

Silica 12 " 

Cryolite is the best flux for alumina and dissolves it readily. 
Cryolite melts at about 1000° and dissolves more than 20 per 
cent of its weight of AljOa, Either sodium fluoride or fluorite 
may be substituted if desired. The fluorides are all very liquid 
when fused and because of this property are particularly helpful 
as fluxes for ores containing alumina. The addition of 5 or 10 
grams of any of the fluorides will be found beneficial with ores 
containing lar^e quantities of alumina. 

Procedure. — Carefully van some of the ore, estimate and 
record in the notebook the amount and character of each of the 
slag-forming constituents and also of any sulphides present. 
If the ore is mainly siliceous weigh out one of each of the following 
chaises: 

Chaise (a) Charge (b) 

Ore ■ 0.5 A. T. Ore 0.5 A. T. 

Sodium carbonate 30 grams Sodium carbonate 15 grams 
Borax 5 " Borax 5 " 

Litharge 30 " Lithai^ 50 " 

Flour • Flour • 

Use F pot-furnace crucibles or if the work is to be done in the 
muffle 15- or 20^ram muffle crucibles. 

Weigh, out the fluxes and place in the crucible in the order 

given, adding the ore and flour last of all. Weigh the flour and 

ore on the pulp balance, the others on the flux balance. Mix 

* Enough oombined with the reducing materiBl of the ore to give a 28> 

gram button. 
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thoroughly and if the fusion is to be made in the pot-furnace 
place a half-inch cover of salt or sodarborajc mixture on top. 
Muffle fusions, except those for reducing power, do not require any 
covers. 

Fuse at a moderate red heat to avoid danger of the charge 
boiling over and when quiet raise the heat to a bright yellow. 
In muffle fusions the assayer must depend upon the sound to tell 
when the bubbling has ceased. Allow fifteen minutes of quiet 
fusion. Pour as usual, tapping the crucible' gently against the 
mold if necessary to make sure of getting out the last globules of 
lead. 

When tiie material is cold, separate the lead buttons from the 
bI^, keeping them in order (a) (b). Record in the notebook the 
character and appearance of the slags, the ease or difficulty of 
the separation of each from the lead buttons, the appearance of 
the lead buttons and their degree of malleability. 

Weigh the lead buttons on the fiux balance and cupel carefully 
to obtain feather crystals of litharge. Weigh the silver beads, 
correct for silver in the lithai^ used, part and weigh any gold 
found and finally report the value of the ore in ounces per ton. 

Both of these charges should give good results on a siliceous ore. 
Charge (a) is a- little less expensive, but chai^ (b) is more com- 
monly used, as the slag contains two bases and the excess litharge 
will hold a moderate amount of impurities in solution. Charge 
(b) also gives a better separation of lead button and slag and has 
the further advantage that if the ore contains slightly more sul- 
phide than was estimated the litharge will take care of it, giving 
a lead button free from matte. If in charge (a), there is more 
carbonaceous reducing agent plus sulphide mineral than the 30 
grams of lithai^e can oxidize, some of the sulphur will combine 
with various metals of the charge, principally lead, and form a 
matte which will appear immediately above the lead button. 

Approximately 30 grams of lithai^e from each charge will be 
reduced to give the 28-'gram lead button and is therefore not 
available to combine with the silica. The active* fluxes are then 
in charge (a), 30 grams of soda, and 5 of borax, totaling approxi- 
mately two and a half times the ore. In charge (b), the active 
fluxes are 15 grams of soda, 5 of borax and 20 grams of litharge, 

* By an active flux \a meant a flux which is to spi>eBf in the slag and 
therefore does not include the lithai^ which kika to form the lead button. 
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totaling approximately three times the ore. A very good rule to 
follow in making crucible charges is always to use at least two and 
a half times as much active flux as ore. 

Borax in the charge should be increased as the bases increase. 
For an ore with 10 or 20 per cent of iron or manganese oxide, 
limestone or clay, add up to 10 or 15 grams of borax or 5 to 8 grams 
of borax-glasB. For ores containing larger amounts of bases, work 
out a charge from the data given under the discussion of "slags 
for basic ores." 

For high-grade ores and those containing considerable quan- 
tities of such common impurities as oxides of tellurium, copper, 
bismuth, arsenic, antimony, or nickel, the quantity of lithai^e 
must be increased in proportion to the amount of impurity present. 
Some idea as to the quantity of litharge required may be found in 
the chapter on Special Methods of Assay. 

Notes: I. Some assayera prefer to omit the Borax from the charge 
and use a cover of crude borai or borax-glass in place of the salt. A borax 
cover may be naed to advantage with ores which "duat" in the crucible, 
as the borax swells and mells early, tending to catch and hold down the fine 
particles of ore which are projected upward from the charge. 

2. The crucible should never be more than two-thirds full when the 
charge is all in. 

3. If a silver assay alone is asked for, it is customary to omit parting 
, and report the combined precious metals as silver. 

f, a;' \t^j[fl ^- In assaying tor gold alone, if sufficient silver for parting is not known 

J- -,- -i-^ 'i' """^o be present, a piece of proof silver should always be added to the crucible 

{ v^ or to the lead button before cupeling. If the approximate amount of gold is 

known, about eight times its weight of silver should be allowed. 

5. The slag should be fluid on pouring and should be free from lead 
shot. If it is pasty or lumpy, either the fusion has not been long enough to 
thoroughly decompose the ore, or the charge is too basic and more borax 
and silica should be added. The crucible should have a thin gjaze of slag 
and should be but little corroded. It should show no particles of undecom- 
posed ore or "shots" of lead. These latter can best be seen immediately after 
pouring, and the student should make it a point to examine his crucible 
immediately after every pour. Neither the cover nor the outside of the 
crucible should show any glazing, as this indicates that the fusion has boiled 
over. The cold slag should be homogeneous, as otherwise it indicates in- 
complete decomposition of the ore. Glassy elags are usually preferred by 
assayers but are not essential for all ores. 

6. A brittle slag is to be preferred, particularly one which separates 
easily and completely from the lead button. If too acid, particularly if top 
much borax has been used, the slag is apt to be tough and to adhere ten»- 
pioudy to the lead button so that when separated some of the lead comes off 
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with the elftg. This c&uses a great deal of annoyimce and is bound to reeult 
in some loss of alloy. By setting the mold in cold water just after the red haa 
disappeared from ttie slag, the latter may be made more brittle. The water 
must not be allowed to enter the mold, which must be handled carefully to 
avoid disturbing the still liquid lead. 

7. If the button is hard or brittle or weighs more than 30 grams it 
should be scorified before cupeling. Hard buttons indicate the presence of 
copper, antimony, or nickeL BHtUe buttons may be due to antimony, 
arsenic, linc, sulphur, litharge or may be rich alloys of lead and the precious 
metals, 

8. Examine carefully the line of separation of the slag and lead. The 
separation should be clean with no films of lead adhering to the slag. There 
should be no third' substande between the slag and lead, nor should the sur- 
face of the lead show any disposition to crumble when hammered. Any 
lead-gray, brittle substance between the lead and slag or attached to the lead 
button is probably matte. This indicates incomplete decomposition of the 
ore, due to incorrect fluxing or too short a time of fusion. If the farmer is 
the cause, decreasing the siUca and increasing the soda and litharge will usu- 
ally preTmt the fonnation of this substance in a subsequent fusion. 

ASSAT OF CLASS 2 OSES. 

Ores of this class containing only small amounts of Bulnhides 
are assayed in exactly the same manner as Class 1 ores but' with 
lessor amounts of flour. However, when sulphides are present 
in ^uch amounts as to reduce a lead button too lai^e to cupel a 
different method erf procedure must be followed. The most 
important methods for the assay of these ores follow : 

11 ScoaiPiCATiON. — This method has already been considered. 
It IS not well suited for gold ores and fails for many silver 
ores. 

2. LiTHAROB-NiTES METHOD. ^The reducii^ power of the ore 
is first determined by means of a preliminary assay. Using the 
%ure thus obtained, the assayer adds a certain amount of niter 
to the regular fusion to oxidize a part of the sulphur of the ore, 
thus preventing the reduction of too lai^e a lead button. This 
is the most common method for the assay of sulphide ores. The 
sulphides are decomposed partly by litharge and partly by ibe 
niter. 

3. Soda-Iron Method. — The lithai^e added to the charge is 
kept low so that the lead from it, plus that in the ore, wOl yield 
a button of suitable size for cupeling. The sulphide minerals of 
the ore are decomposed by means of the metallic iron. This is a 
good method for many ores and is commonly used. 
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4, Roasting Method — A carefully weighed portion of the 
ore is roasted to eliminate Eulphur, arseniCj antimony etc., and the 
roasted ore is then assayed as a Class 1 ore. 

5. Combination Wet-anekFire Method. — The sulphides, etc. 
of the ore are oxidized with nitric acid, the silver is precipitated 
as chloride and combined with the insoluble residue containing 
the gold. This is filtered off and assayed either by scorification 
or crucible. 

The Litharge-Niter Assay. 

With half-assay-ton charges of ore in fusions containii^ an 

excess of litharge, there may be as much as 18 per cent <^ 

pyrite or proportionately larger amounts of other sulphides, de- 
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Fia. 47. — Quantity of flour or niter tequired per 0.6 A.T. of ore ( 

any reducing power. 



pending on their reducing power, and lead buttons of the right 
size for cupellation may still be obtained by cutting down or en- 
tirely eliminating the flour or other reducii^ agent. With ores 
containing more than 18 per cent of pyrite the lead buttons ob- 
tained will be too large, unless some oxidizing agent is added 
to counteract this extra reducing effect. For this purpose potas- 
sium nitrate is coipmonly used. F^re 47 shows the quantity 
of flour; R. P. 12, or of niter, 0. P. 4.2, which must be added 
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to half an assay-ton of sulphide ore of any reducing power to 
obtain a 28^ram lead button. 

To perform an intelligent niter aesay it is also necessary to 
know whether the ore is a simple sulphide of lead, iron, or zinc 
or whether it contains considerable amounts of metal impurities 
such as tellurium, copper, bismuth, arsenic, antimony, nickel or 
cobalt. In the Iatt«r case special measures have to be taken to 
eliminate these so-called " impurities." In the discussion of the 
process the simple case of the assay of " pure ores " will be taken 
first. 

Slags for Pure Ores. — When an ore contains so lai^ a pro- 
portion of sulphide minerals that it is necessary to add niter to 
prevent the reduction of too much lead, it wOl be found that the 
charges recommended for Class 1 ores will not allow a satisfactory 
decomposition of the ore. Instead of two products, slag and lead, 
a third intermediate product, matte, is often obtained as the result 
of the fusion. This amounts to an incomplete decomposition of 
the ore and as matte is a good collector of precious metals its 
presence is a sure indication of low results. A matte is much less 
likely to be formed, however, with a less acid chaise and it has 
been found best, therefore, to make a slf« approaching a mono- 
silicate for all sulphide ores, as by this means more uniformly 
satisfactory results are obtained, 

A moderate excess of litharge is always desirable in this method 
as it assists in the oxidation of the sulphides and also tends to 
keep the metal impurities out of the lead button. For this reason 
no less than 60 grams of litharge per half assay-ton should be 
used. Fifteen grams of sodium carbonate should be provided 
for the slag, as well as a small amount in addition, to combine 
with the S0» not taken care of by the KjO of the niter. 

In calculating a chaise, the silica requirements of the various 
bases are determined, just as in the case of Class 1 basic ores, 
and the sOica in the ore is deducted. A minimum of 5 grams of 
borax-glass is generally used; in the case of ores containing much 
zinc this should be increased to 10 grams. The silica equivalent 
of the borax-glass is deducted from the calculated amount of 
silica required. 

Sags for ^pure Ores. — When the ore consists mainly of 
sulphides or nickel, antimony, arsenic, bismuth, copper or tel- 
lurium the type of charge mentioned above does not contain 
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enough uncombmed litharge to keep the impurities out of the lead 
button. The remedy is to increase the litharge without increas- 
ii^ the sUica, thus increasing the amount of uncombined Htharge 
in the slag and thereby having it available for the solution of the 
base metal oxides. R. W. Lodge* recommends the use of from 
15 to 25 per cent of lithaige in excess of that called for by the 
reducing power of the ore and this yields satisfactory results 
with most impure ores. It calls for an increase in litharge as 
the reducing power of the ore increases. In the ease of impure 
ores, this is equivalent to an increaae of Uthat^e with an in- 
crease of impurities. It is desirable in this case to figure for 
a sub-silicate sIe^. More detailed instructions for the assay of 
impure ores will be found in the following chapter. 

Disadvantages of Excess Lithaige. — Owing to its property 
of dissolving and formir^ easily fusible mixtures with oxides 
of the metals which are in themselves difficultly fusible, and par- 
ticularly because of its property of keeping the impurities out of 
the lead button, litharge has become the assayers " cure-all." 
The student should have in mind, however, the possible disad- 
vantages of the use of too much lithaige. These include the extra 
cost of the added reagent and the more rapid destruction of cru- 
cibles, which moat assayers prefer to use for a number of fusions. 
More important than the latter, is the damage which is done in 
case a crucible is eaten through, thus allowing this corrosive slag 
to run out on the muffle floor. It has long been recognized, also, 
that an increase of litharge increases very slightly the quantity of 
silver which is held in the slag, so that no more litharge than is 
necessary to ensure a pure lead button and proper decomposition 
of the sulphide should ever be used. 

Conduct of the Fusion. — It was formerly believed that 
charges containing niter require very slow and careful heating 
to prevent loss due to boiling-over, and in some quarters this 
impression still prevails. This danger of loss due to boiling is a 
real one if fusions are made in coke poirf umaces, as was formerly 
the custom; but to-day, in this country at least, practically all 
r^ular assay fusions are made in large muffles. In the coke- 
fired pot-fumace the charge is unevenly heated, the bottom 
melts while the top is still cold. Somewhere between the two is 
a zone of viscous semi-melted material which tends to be lifted 
* Notea on Assaying, &d Ed., p. 106. 
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bodUy out of the crunible by the ascending gasee. In the muffle, 
on the other hand, the crucibles are evenly heated from all sides 
and because of the heat-retarding effect of the bottom and sides 
of the crucible, fusion probably begins at the top and proceeds 
downward. This provides a fluid slag through which the gases 
may readily escape, bo that the charge boils up only very little. 

For the best results in niter fusions the crucibles should be 
introduced into a hot muffle and brought rapidly to fusion, the 
whole fusion process not taking more than ten or fifteen minutes. 
This method of procedure ensures a complete decomposition of 
the sulphide minerals of the ore and prevents the formation of a 
matte which is likely to result if the fusion takes a long time. 
The crucibles should be in the furnace not more than thirty, or at 
the most forty minutes. If a number, of crucibles are to be 
charged at one time the furnace should be at a light yellow heat. 
The cold crucibles will lower the temperature materially and it 
need not be heated above a yellow heat, about 1000° C, to finish. 
In fact a higher finishing temperature, particularly if maintained 
for some time, will cause low silver results, probably due to vol- 
atilization. 

To obtain good results, particularly when a large amount of 
litharge is used in the charge, the muffle door should be closed 
tightly and a reducing atmosphere maintained in the muffle. 
If coal-fired muffles are used for fusions, the holes in the back of 
the muffles should be closed and several crucibles containing 
bituminous coal placed in the front part. This latter precaution is 
unnecessary with gas, gasoline, or oil-fired furnaces as these ordina- 
rily have a reducing atmosphere in the muffle or crucible chamber. 

The quick fusion which occurs in properly conducted niter 
assays effects a rapid and apparently complete decomposition of 
the ore, but, except in the most skilful hands, the slag losses are 
h^er than for Class 1 ores of corresponding grade. The rapid 
fusion and very liquid slag do not permit globules of lead to re- 
main in suspension for more than a few moments and the high 
slag losses common with this method may be due partly to the 
less complete collection of the precious metals by the lead. For 
this reason it is essential to reduce a generous amount of lead in 
this assay, not less than 25 grams and even 35 grams in the case 
of lai^e charges. The use of the large quantity of lithai^ and 
niter required in the assay of impure sulphide ores is thought to 
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give high slag losses, due to oxidation of silver and its solution in 
the heavy litharge slag. 

Perkins* finds that the excessive silver loss in this kind of a 
slag may be largely prevented by maintaining a reducing atmos- 
phere in the furnace throughout the fusion period. 

Riysical and Chemical Changes Taking Place in Niter 
Fusions. — When the crucibles are placed in the furnace . the 
temperature of the charge immediately begins to rise, and soon 
any hydroscopic water contained in the reagents is driven off. 
When the temperature reaches 339° C, at which point niter 
melts, the chai^ begins to frit and some of the sulphides com- 
mence to react with the niter, although the action is slow at this 
temperature. At about 450°, silica begins to react on the niter 
with the evolution of oxygen, nitrogen and the formation of po- 
tassium silicate. The oxygen evolved reacts with some of the 
more readily oxidized sulphides, particularly pyrite which be- 
gins to oxidize readily at about this temperature. 

Borax-glaaa begins to soften and combine with litharge at 
about 600°, and the fritting of the charge increases. At 630° 
nit«r begins to dissociate and the oxygen evolved helje to roast 
the still solid sulphides and probably converts some of the litharge 
into PbaO*, thus making of it an oxygen carrier. Any pyrit« 
remaining begins to decompose at 575° forming pyrrhotite and 
sulphur, but this reaction is slow until the temperature reaches 
665°. Even in the absence of other fluxes, litharge and silica 
begin to combine at about 700° C. to 750° and at this tempera^ 
ture the charge becomes decidedly pasty, particularly in the 
presence of sodium carbonate and borax. If the temperature 
were to be held at this point the charge might boil over on account 
of its pasty consistency, but the properly conducted fusion is 
heated rapidly to 900° or 1000° C, and at this temperature it 
is entirely fluid and bubbles escape freely. The rate of oxidation 
of the sulphides increases rapidly as the temperature rises and 
these reactions evolve a large amount of heat. 

At about 750° some of the metallic oxides and sulphates begin 
to react with the undecomposed sulphides and these reactions 
are endothermic. The following are examples: 

PbS -I- PbSO, = 2Pb -I- 2SOs - 92,380 cal., 
PbS -I- 2PbO = 3Pb -I- SOi - 62,540 cal. 
• Trans. A.I.M.E., S3, p. 672. 
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The last reaction is only one of many similar ones, which might 
be written, showing the direct reduction of sulphides by litharge. 
In the presence of sufficient silica, any ferric oxide which is present 
will be reduced to the ferrous state by sulphides with the hber- 
ation of sulphur dioxide, as for example: 

3Fe,0, + FeS + xSiOj = 7Fe0.xSiOs + SOj - 81,640 cal. 

This reaction is of importance above 900°, 

In this assay the niter is limited to less than that required to 
entirely decompose the sulphides of ore, the amount of unde- 
composed sulphide left being just enough to react with litharge 
and give a lead button of the r^ht size for cupellation. No one 
knows in just what order the reactions take place, but the net 
result is the same as if the niter continued to react until entirely 
consumed and then the remaining sulphide was oxidized by lith- 
arge. 

It is noteworthy that all authorities recommend the use of an 
excess of litharge for the niter assay, although it may be recalled 
that it is possible to decompose thesulphides entirely by fusion 
with sodium carbonate and niter alone, as in the Fresenius method 
for the determination of sulphur in pyrite. This brings up the 
question, " Why, and how much, excess litharge is needed? " 
Beringer* answers the first half of the question by explaining, as 
is now well known to all assayers, that " when metallic sulphides 
are present in the ore, an excess of oxide of lead helps to keep the 
sulphur out of the button of metal," in other words, helps to 
prevent the formation of a matte. Lodgef calls for an excess 
above that required for the reducing power of the ore, but this is 
only necessary with impure ores when the lithai^e is required 
to hold these impurities in the slag. 

It is obvious that every reagent has some influence on the 
result, but with enough litharge to provide a lead button and some 
small excess to help in making a fusible slag, the quantity of 
silica present and the rate of fusion have the greatest effect on 
the result. The presence of too much silica in proportion to the 
bases, or too slow a fusion, will result in the formation of a matte, 
and this means incomplete decomposition of the ore. The reason 
for this is not difficult to find. In the slow fusion at a low tem- 
* A Textbook of Am&yiriR. 13th Ed., p. 93. 
t Notes OD Assaying, 2nd Ed., p. 105. 
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perature in the presence of an excess of silica, the litharge will be 
entirely converted into sihcate before the completion of the reac- 
tions resulting in the oxidation of the sulphur, which require a 
comparatively high temperature. The litharge contained in the 
lead silicate is no longer available for the decomposition of the 
-sulphides, the niter is all used up and hence sulphide sulphur 
remains and a matte results. The slower the fiision, the more 
excess litharge there must be, and the more basic the slag must be, 
to ensure the presence of enough undecomposed litharge to com- 
plete the oxidation of the residual sulphides. With only enoi^ 
silica present for a sub-silicate, the fusion may be relatively slow 
and yet afford complete decomposition of the ore. This type of 
slag is destructive of crucibles and for this reason it is better to 
use a more acid slag whenever possible. It would be Unwise, 
however, to make a sl^ much more acid than the mono-silicate, 
for the mono-silicate of lead is only partly reduced by metallic 
sulphides at the highest temperature of the assay-furnace. With 
thb silicate degree, however, rapid fusions are found to result in 
complete decompoaition of the ore. 

The silica which is added in the assay of h^ sulphide ores 
helps to slag the metallic oxides which are derived from the oxi- 
dation of the sulphides; it helps to keep the iron in the ferrous 
condition and it serves to protect the crucibles. If possible, 
no reaction between it and the litharge of the charge should be 
permitted until all the niter has been consumed and the~remain- 
ing sulphide has been decomposed by lithai^. It is impossible 
to realize this ideal entirely but it may be approached by using 
comparatively coarse silica, perhaps 40- or 60-mesh, so that an 
appreciable time wOl be required for its complete solution in the 
slag. 

Preliminary Fusion. Procedure. — Van some of the ore and 
estimate the character and amount of the different sulphides 
present, as well as the amount and character of the slag-forming 
constituents. Take from 3 to 10 grams of ore according to the 
amount of sulphide present, 3 grams for pure pyrite, and 
correspondingly greater amounts for ores containmg less sul- 
phides. If the ore is mostly galena as much as 10 grams may be 
taken, the idea being always to get a button of about 30 grams. 
(See "Reducing Power of Minerals.") Take twice as much 
sodium carbonate as ore, 60 grams of litharge and up to 5 grams of 
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silica. If the ore contains silica a proportionately smaller amount 
should be added. Use an E crucible for the pot-furnace or a 
12- or 15-gram crucible for the mufEe. Weigh out the fluxes 
first, in the order given and place the ore on top, mixing thoroughly 
with a spatula. Place a half-inch cover of salt on top. 

Fuse for ten or fifteen minutes, finishing at a good yellow heat. 
Pour into crucible mold, allow to cool, separate the lead from the 
slag and weigh on the pulp balance to tenths of grams. Divide 
the weight of the lead by the weight of the ore taken. 

It should be noted that this reducing power is not an absolute 
thing but depends upon many factors, such as the ratio of sodium 
-carbonate to ore, the amount of borax, litharge and sUica added, as 
well as the temperature at which the fusions are conducted. 
Reducing power fusions made in the aofl^coal muffle furnace are 
likely to give low results on account of oxidation of the sulphides 
and reduced lead during the fusion. 

Estimating tiie Reducing Pown of Ores. — In many in- 
stances it is possible to estimate the reducing power of an ore 
within close limits. This requires a knowledge of the reducing 
powers of the common sulphide minerals as well as the knack of 
vanning. The ore is vanned and the per cent of the various sul- 
phides estimated. From these data the reducing power is found. 
For instance, if the ore is 50 per cent pyrite and the rest gangue, 
the reducing power wiU be about 5.5, 50 per cent of R, P. of pure 
pyrite. If it is 40 per cent galena and 10 per cent sphalerite, the 
reducing power will be 40 per cent of 3.4 + 10 per cent of 7,9 = 
2,15 approximately. The reducing power of the ore is equal to 
the sum of the products of the reducing powers of the different 
constituents, multiplied by the percentage of each in the ore, 
divided by 100. For example, with an ore having three constitu- 
ents, A, B, and C, whose reducing powers are respectively, a, b, 
and c and which are present in the ore to the extent of x, y, and z 
per cent respectively, the reducii^ power of the ore would be 
ax -hfey -h cz 
100 

In general if the amount of sulphides in the ore is comparatively 
small and especially if only 0.5 assay-ton of ore is used, it is a very 
simple matter to obtain a lead button of suitable size for cupeling, 
by this means. If, for example, a mixture of galena and gangue 
tnineral contains 50 per cent of galena the reducing power of the 
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ore will be'-^ = 1.70. Half an aasay-ton of this ore would 

give a lead button weighing 24.8 grams without either flour or 
niter. If the galena bad been estimated at 40 per cent, half a 
gram of flour (R. P. 12) would have been added and the result 
would have been a 30.8-gram button which could still be cupeled. ' 
In a similar manner, if the galena had been estimated at 60 per 
cent about 1 gram of niter would have been added and the result- 
ing button of about 20.8 grams could also have been cupeled. 

Again, in dealing with practically pure sulphides, as in the case 
of pyrite or galena concentrates, it is easy to estimate the re- 
ducing power and properly control the size of the lead button. 
Determining the Oxidizing Power of Niter. — The oxidizing 
power of niter is found by fusing a we^hed amount with an 
ore whose reducing power is known. To obtain comparative 
results the slags must be exactly like those used for the reducii^- 
power fusion and, moreover, to give lead buttons of the proper 
size in the final assay, the slag that is made there must be similar 
as regards acidity, lithai^ excess, etc. to that made in the prelimi- 
nary fusion. 

The following exunple illustrates the method of finding tbe 
oxidizing power of niter: 

Ore Sgrams Sgrams 

Sodium carbonate 10 " 10 " 

Litharge 60 " 60 " 

Niter 4 " 

Silica 6 " 5 " 



Lead obtained 24.31 grams 6.61 grams 

Reducii^ power of ore — ^ = 4.86 

Lead oxidized by 4 grams of niter 24.31 - 6.61 = 17.70 

17 70 
Oxidizii^ power of mter = — j — = 4.42 

Quanti^ of Sodium Carbonate Converted to Sulphate. — ' 
When the reducing power of the ore, its character and the oxi- 
dizing power of niter are known the charge for the regular assay 
can be made up. Assume that it is desired to make a slag con- 
taining 15 grams of sodium carbonate and 30 grams of litharge 
for 0.5 assay-ton of ore, and that enough silica should always be 
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present to hold and slag the iron as ferrous singulo-ailicate, thus 
preventii^ it from becoming converted to ferric oxide. With 
pure pyrite, the reducing power of which may be aasumed to be 
12, and with the further assumption that all of its sulphur m oxi- 
dized to SOj, it is evident that if the soda in the slag is to be kept 
constant the soda which is added to the charge will have to be 
increased as the reducing power of the ore increases, because one 
of the products of the reaction of niter upon sulphides in the 
presence of soda is sulphate of soda, and because the soda thus 
used up no longer serves as a flux. 

The reactions govemii^ the decomposition of the pyrite under 
the assumed conditions are the following: 

(a) 2FeS» + 14PbO+4Na,CO. + SiOj= '^^ 

F^iO, + 14Pb + 4Na,S04 + 4C0,, 

(6) lOFeS, + 28KNO. + 6Na^0,. + 5SiO, - 

SFesSiO* + 14KiS0, + 6Na,S0< + 14N, + 6C0*. 

When the ore has a reducing power of 12, j= = 2.33 grams of 

pyrite react according to equation (a), yieldit^ a 28-grsm lead 
button. From the proportion 

FeSj ; 2Na,C0, - 120 : 212 = 2.33 : 4.12, 

it may be seen that this reaction results in the conversion of 4.12 
grams of NajCO* into sulphate. 

Reaction (a) is actually the last to take place, but was con- 
sidered first to determine the quantity of pyrite in excess of that 
required to furnish the lead button, as this is the amount which 
must be oxidized by niter. There remains to be decomposed 
by niter under the conditions of equation (6) 14.58 — 2.33 grams 
= 12.25 grams of pyrite. The sodium carbonate required to 
aatirfy this reaction may be found from the proportion 

5FeS, : 3Na.C0, - 620 : 318 = 12.25 : y, 

solving, y is found to be 6.28. Adding these two quantities, it 
will be seen that 0,5 assay-ton of pyrite, under these conditions, 
causes the removal of 10.4 grama of NajCO) from the slag. 

It is possible to generahze from these figures and say that each 
gram of pyrite in the charge, up to 2.33 grams, requires the addition 
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of 1.75 grama of soda-ash, and every gram of pyrite above 2.33 
grams requires 0.52 grams of soda-ash. The computations for 
the actual charges need not be carried out in such detail, but it is 
done here to illustrate the principle. 

The potassium and sodium sulphates formed by these reactions 
are only sightly soluble in silicate slags and, being lighter than 
the sli^, form a layer on top of it. This sulphate cover is very 
liquid when molten and serves to keep the air away from the fusion. 
In the mold it appears on top of the slag cone aa a crystalline white 
layer. 

Quantity of Niter Required. — The quantity of niter required 
for any charge is determined by multiplying the reducing power 
of the ore by the quantity of ore taken for assay, which gives 
as a result the quantity of lead which would be reduced from 
an excess of litharge if the latter were present and no niter were 
added. From this quantity is subtracted the weight of the lead 
button desired and the remainder is divided by the oxidizing power 
of niter, expressed in terms of lead. For instance, in the case 
referred to above, the reducing power of pure pyrite being as- 
sumed to be 12, the oxidizii^ power of niter in this type of charge 
to be 4.2, the quantity of niter required for 0.5 assay-ton of ore is 
determined as follows: 

Total reducing effect of ore 14.58 X 12.0 - 175.0 grams of lead 
Lead button desired 28 . " 

Difference, pyrite equivalent of which must 
be oxidized by niter 147.0 " . 

Niter required .„ = 35.0 grams. 

This is a large amount of niter for 0.5 aasay-ton of ore and 
considerably more than would actually be required. The writer 
has never found an ore requiring more than 25 grams of niter 
for 0.5 assay-ton. 

Silica Requirements of Bases. — For ores which consist of 
the sulphides of iron, lead and zinc, tt^ether with gangue min^-als, 
and which are here classified as pure ores, a singulo-eilicate sla^ 
will give satisfactory results. The silica requirements for the 
different bases entering the charge in the example taken would 
be as follows; 
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For 8.65 grams of FeO resulting from the 
oxidation of 0.5 assay-ton of pyrite 
there is required 3.64 grams SiOj 

For 15 grams of sodium carbonate in the 
slag 4.25 " " 

For 30 grams of litharge 4.06 " " 

Total 11.95 " 

Completed Charge. — Combining these various quantities the — — 
charge for piir^ nvrite is found to be as follows: ^—^ 

Ore (Pyrite R. P. 12) 0.5 A. T. ei^-y*" 

Sodium carbonate 25 grams 

Litharge 60 

Niter 35^ 

SUica 11.95 " 

■ About 10 granu more than would ever be required. 
With the proper furnace treatment this charge will give a good 
decomposition of the ore with a clean lead button and greenish- 
black, glassy slag. 

Most assayers would, however, add a minimum of 5 grams of 
borax-glass. If this is done the equivalent amount of silica 
should be omitted, and the charge would be 

Ore 0.5 A. T. 

Sodium carbonate 25 grams 

Borax-glass 5 " 

Litharge 60 " 

Niter Q. S. 

Silica 8 " 

Zinc oxide is difficult to slag, and the zinc silicates fuse only 
at a very high temperature. Stein* states that ZnSiOt melts 
at 1479" C, and ZnjSiO* at 1880° C. In the presence of much 
zinc the borax-glass may be increased to a majdmum of 10 grams 
In case of pure sphalerite. It is interesting to note that the addi- 
tions of borax increases the solubility of the sulphate salt in the' 
slag. With pure sphalerite and no bora^ the slag is glassy and 
the weight of the sulphate cover closely approaches the theo- 
retical amount. When 10 grams of borax-^lass is added the 
• Zeitechr. anorg. Chemie, 00, p. 179 C1907). 
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■ solid slag appears slightly stony and a much smaller sulphate 
cover is obtained. The alkaline sulphates are dissolved in the 
superheated slag but tend to crystallize out on cooling, resulting 
in the stony appearance of the solid slag. 
The following are examples of suitable chaises for pure ores: 

No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 

Pure Galena Pure Sphalerite Pure Pyrite 

R. P. 3.45 R. P. 8.5 R. P. 12.0 

Ore 0.5 A. T. 0.5 A. T. 0.5 A. T. 

Sodium carbonate . Id grains 21 gr^s 25 grams 

Borax-glass " 10 " 5 " 

Litharge 50 " 60 " 60 ' " 

Niter (O. P. 4.2).. 5 " 23 " 35 

Silica 5 " 6 " 8 

Crucible 20-gram 25-^ram 30-gram 

Procedure. Regular Niter Fusion. — Make up charges ac- 
cording to the rules outlined above. The fusion should pre- 
ferably be made in large muffle furnaces regulated so as to 
have a slight reducing atmosphere. It is best to close the holes 
in the back of soft-coal muffles with bone-ash, but this precaution 
is unnecessary with gas or oil-fired furnaces. Crucible-type 
furnaces heated by gas or gasoline are satisfactory if thoroughly 
preheated before the crucibles are introduced. Coke-fired cru- 
cible furnaces are the least satisfactory of all for niter fusions, 
because of the difficulty of careful temperature control, which is 
particularly necessary with this method. A salt cover is entirely 
unnecessary for muffle fusions. 

Be sure that none of the reagents are lumpy and that the charges 
are thoroughly mixed. If this precaution is taken and the tem- 
perature is properly adjusted no trouble should be caused by boil- 
ing. However, if the soda and the niter are in lumps the results 
win be less satisfactory and the charges may boil over. Fuse at a 
high temperature so that the charges will be well melted in ten 
minutes and will have finished bubbling in from fifteen to twenty- 
five minutes. After audible bubblii^ has ceased allow to remain 
at a yellow heat for ten or fifteen minutes more. Then pour and 
finish as usual. Examine the crucibles while hot to see whether 
the fusion has been satisfactory and not« particularly whether 
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any lead shots have remained behind. Examine the button and 
line of separation between lead and slag, to be sure that lead 
buttons are free from matte. If matte or shotty lead is ob- 
tained, the aaaay should be re[>eated with such changes in manip- 
ulation of fire or of composition of chaise as may be suggested. 

An annoying situation occasionally encountered in assaying 
some sulphide ores, particularly those containing pyrrhotite and 
arsenical pyrite, is the behavior of the lead which refuses to col- 
lect and remains shotted throughout the slag. When the slag is 
poured, some clear slag comes first, then slag full of lead shot. 
The slag which is left in the crucible is also full of lead shot. 
This b usually due to too low a temperature of fusion or too little 
silica, but may also be caused by the oxidation of the iron to ferric 
oxide during the fusion. Ferric oxide is infusible at the tempera^ 
ture of the fusion and is insoluble in the ordinary slag at this tem- 
perature. 

The best way of overcoming this difficulty is to increase the 
silica and run the new assay at a higher temperature. If sufficient 
silica is present to form bi-ailicates with all of the bases, the iron 
will be held firmly in the ferrous condition and shots due to this 
cause are avoided, A high temperature favors the reduction of 
FcsOi to FeO or what amounts to the same thing, prevents the 
formation of FejOj by the niter and Hthai^. This is in accord- 
ance with the well-known principle of physical chemistry, that 
" the change of heat enei^ into chemical ener^ takes place more 
readily at high than at low temperatures." According to data 
given by Richards* the thermal equations representing this type 
of reaction may be written as follows; 

FeiO, + Pb = 2FeO + PbO - 13,400 cal. 
Fe»0. + Pb = 3FeO + PbO - 22,900 caJ. 

According to van't Hoff's law, when the temperature of such 
a system is raised, the equilibrium point is displaced in the direc- 
tion which absorbs heat, that is to say, the above reactions will 
proceed in a right-handed direction. 

Ferric oxide is 'soluble in an excess of litharge, and another way 

to avoid obtainii^ a slag containing lead shots is to use a large 

excess of litharge in the chaif^e. This method of procedure is 

* Metallurgical Caloulationa. ' 
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open to the objection that the recovery of silver and gold is more 
or lese incomplete when the slag contains ferric oxide.* 

The followii^ table of mono-eUicate sla^ factors may be found 
useful in determining the quantity of silica required for any niter 
fusion. 

TABLE XXIII. 
MoNo-SiLJCAiK Slko Facfoes. 



Quutitrdbw. 




SUiM, 


Boni-clBH 


11.3 " FeO " A. T. Fe,8, " .... 
12.17 " ZnO " A.T.ZnS " .... 
13.6 " PbO " A.T.PbS " .... 

15 grama Na,COi " .... 

30 grams PbO " .... 


3.64 
4.75 
4.51 
1-84 
4.25 
4.06 


4.89 
6.38 
6.06 
2.44 
5.72 
5.46 



To avoid low results due to oxidation by niter, it is often ad- 
vant^eous to reduce the quantity of ore used. When silver alone 
is being sought, the niter may be entirely done away with by 
reducing the ore charge to a quantity sufficient to give a lead 
button weighing not more than 30 grams. In gold assays, how- 
ever, a charge less than 0.5 assay-ton is undesirable, as it fails to 
give a sufficiently close valuation of the ore. 

The Soda-Ircai Method. 

The soda-iron, or iron-nail method of assaying sulphide ores 
is radically different from any of the other methods so far 
described. It consists of a reducing fusion of the ore with a 
large amount of sodium carbonate, as well as a limited amount 
of litharge and borax and occasionally a small amount of 
silica, tc^ether with an excess of metallic iron, usually in the 
form of nails or spikes. The principal difference between this 
and the other crucible methods consists in the use of metallic 
iron as a reducing and desulphurizing agent. As iron reduces 
lead from litharge, as well as from the common lead minerals, 
* Jour. Chem. Met. and Min. Soc. of South Africa, 2, p. 466. 
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this latter reagent is limited to 30 or 35 grams and even less if 
the ore itself contains lead. Therefore, the only basic fluxes 
available are the alkaline carbonates, and the quantity of these 
to be used is at least two or three times the quantity of ore. Just 
before pouring, the excess of iron is removed. 

Chemical Reactioiig. — The chemical reactions which take 
place in the crucible are entirely different from those of the other 
crucible methods. In the case of the niter and roasting methods 
of assaying, the sulphides of the ore are oxidized by litharge, 
niter, or the oxygen of the air and the sulphur either passes off 
as SOi or is converted into SOi, which displaces the carbonic 
acid of the sodium carbonate, fonuing sodium sulphate. In the 
iron assay, part of the sulphur in pyrite and some of the other 
sulphides is volatiUzed, part of the sulphur is oxidized by the small 
amount of litharge used and the rest remains as sulphide, appear- 
ing either as an iron matte on top of the lead button or dissolved 
in the excess 6f basic slag. 

The following reactions will serve to iUustrate the chemical 
changes which take place: 

FeSj = FeS + S, 
PbS + 2PbO = 3Pb + SO,, 
CujS + 2PbO = 2CuPb + SOi, 
FeS + SPbO = 3Pb + FeO + SO,, 
Fe + PbO = Pb + FeO. 

When the litharge is all reduced the following occur: 
PbS + Fe = Pb + FeS (matt«), 
FeS, + Fe = 2FeS (matte), 
SbiS, + 3Fe = 2Sb + 3FeS (matte), 
AsSi + 13Fe = 2FefrAs (speias) + 3FeS (matte), 
CuiS + Fe = Cu, + FeS (partial). 

Finally, if a sufficient excess of alkaline flux is used, the iron 
matte is dissolved by this basic slag, probably as a double sul- 
phide of iron and sodium or potassium. 

From the equations it will be seen that copper, arsenic and 
antimony are reduced, at least in part, and either go into the lead 
button, or in the case of araenic form a speiss which appears as a 
hard, white ^obule partly embedded in the top surface of the lead 
button. 
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Id Table XXIV are shown the heats of formatioD of some 
of the common metallic sulphides expressed in terms of a unit 
weight of sulphm', 

TABLE XXIV. 
Heat of Foruation of Metallic Suu>hideb. 



Formuk 


OJona 


FociDuk 


Ciil«i« 


K^ 


103,500 


CoS 


21,000 


CaS 


94,300 


Cu^ 


20,300 


Na^ 




PbS 




MnS 


45,600 


NiS 


19,500 


ZdS 


43,000 


fi^^ 


11,500 


FeS 


24.000 





A glance at this table points to the theoretical possibiUty of 
reducing the sulphides of cobalt, copper, lead, nickel, antimony 
and silver by metallic iron, and this is borne out by laboratory 
experience. From the thermochemical data it may also be 
predicted that but little zinc will be reduced, and therefore the 
lead button will be free from this metal. 

Another reaction which is important in this connection is the 
oxidizing effect of alkaline carbonates on metallic sulphides. 
This reaction affords a considerable reduction of lead from galena 
when the latt«r is fused with alkaline carbonate alone, and was the 
basis of the Upper Harz method for the assay of lead in galena 
ores. The reaction as given by Kerl is as follows : 

7PbS + 4K,C0, = 4Pb + 3(K,PbS,) + KjSO* + 4C0,. 

At first glance this reaction may not appear to be reasonable, 
but a simple trial fusion with these two substances will serve to 
convince the most skeptical that something very much like this 
does occur. Taken step by step, starting with the reversible 
reaction : 

(1) 3PbS + 3K,C0, ^ 3K^ + 3PbC0a, 

the explanation is simple. Lead carbonate is readily dissociated 
by heat as follows: 

(2) 3PbC0| = 3PbO + SCO,. 

The COg escapes and this allows equation (1) to proceed in a 
right-handed direction. 
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The lead oxide resultii^ from equation (2), in the presence of 
alkaline carbonate, reacts with more lead sulphide as follows: 
y (3) PbS + 3PbO + KiCO, = 4Pb + K^O, + CO*. 
/ ■ A condition of equilibrium appears to be reached when the simple 

' double sulphide of alkali and lead is obtained, i.e. : 
^v (4) 3PbS + 3KtS = 3(KtPbS,). 

Addii^ equations (1), (2), (3) and (4) we have Kerl's reaction: 
7PbS + 4K,C0, = 4Pb + 3(KsPb8s) + K,SO, + 4C0,. 
It is obvious that sodium carbonate will have the same effect 
as potassium carbonate. 

- Limitations of the Method. — The soda-iron method is an 
excellent one for suitable ores when the greatest accuracy is not 
desired, but is limited in its application to pure ores. It is known 
to give low silver results on h^h sulphide ores such as nearly pure 
pyrite, but if properly conducted the results should not be more 
than 2 or 3 per cent lower than those obtained by the niter method, 
while the gold results are but little different in the two cases. 
This loss of silver ia attributed by Hall* to the solubility of the 
silver in the iron sulphide of the slag, although according to 
Fultonf, " ferrous sulphide has practically no solvent action on 
silver or on gold." The slag obtained in the assay of pure pyrite 
contains a large amount of ferrous-alkaline-sulphide and this 
probably has a slight solvent action on silver, so that the silver 
is distributed between the slag and the lead button in proportion 
to the relative amounts of ferrous-alkaline-sulphide and lead 
present and according to its solubility in the one as compared with 
the other. If this is true, the less sulphide sulphur the slag con- 
tains and the greater the quantity of lead reduced, the h^her 
the silver recovery and the more satisfactory the results should 
be. This points out one detail of the furnace manipulation of 
the iron-nail assay of pyritic ores which should be carefully reg- 
ulated, i.e., the temperature should be held at a dull red for some 
time to aid in the elimination of the first atom of sulphur from the 
pyrite, which breaks up at this temperature. It is also important 
to provide sufficient litharge to supply a good-sized lead button 
and more important still to reduce this as completely as possible. 
* Assay of Gold and Silver by the Iron-NaU Method Trans. A,I. M. E., 
47, p. 37. 

t TrenB. A.I.M.E., S9, p. 596. 
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A 35-gram lead button is needed for pure pyrite. The exccBsively 
high dag losses often reported for this method, are probably 
caused by too small a lead-fall and too short a time of fusion, 
which would result in leaving some lead sulphide, a good solvent 
■for silver, in the slag. 

In general it may be said that the method is not suited for ores 
carrying nickel, copper, cobalt, arsenic, antimony, bismuth or 
tellurium. Even when an ore contains several per cent of copper, 
this metal may not enter the lead button in sufficient quantity 
to interfere seriously with cupellation; but the presence of copper 
always gives low results, probably because of the solvent action 
of the copper sulphide, contained in the slag, upon the silver. 
Ores containing nickel are least of all suited to the method. 

The Slag. — The slag made should not be more acid than 
a mono-silicate, and a sub-silicate is, perhaps, preferable. The 
slag does not attack the crucibles to any extent, and the latter may 
be used a number of times, if care is taken to see that they do not 
retain any lead shot. 

Atmo^here. — A reducing atmosphere should be maintained 
in the furnace to prevent oxidation and corrosion of the nails. 
This may be accomplished by placii^ several crucibles contain- 
ing soft coal in the front part of the muffle and renewing the coal 
in them if necessary. In an oxidizing atmosphere the nails are 
badly corroded. The ferric oxide scale formed causes the slag to 
become thick and pasty and this tends to cause the retention of 
lead shot in the crucible. 

Procedure. — Van the ore, estimate and record its ndneral 
composition. Note especially the amount of lead minerals. Use 
a 20-, 25- or 30-gram crucible according to the amount of reagents 
required. The following charges are su^ested as capable of 
yielding better results than the customary 30 grams of sodium 
carbonate, 10 grams of borax-glass, and 25 grams of litharge. 

Half Galena 

Galena Half Pyrite Pyrite 

Ore 0.5 A. T. 0.5 A. T. 0.5 A. T. 

Sodium carbonate 30 grams 40 grams 50 grams 

Borax 10 " 15 " 20-25 " 

Lithai^e 20 " 27 " 35 " 

Silica 2 " 2 " 2 " 
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Insert firom 3 to 5 twenty-penny cut nails, or preferably one 3J 
or 4 inch track spike, point downward. 

Heat gradually to fusion, fuse from forty to sixty minutes. 
Eicamine tbe nails occasionally and if they are badly eaten add 
several fresh ones, leaving the old ones in the crucible if they cannot 
be removed free from lead. Fuse until the nails may be freed 
from lead by tapping them gently and washing them around in 
the sl^. Remove all nails and pour as usual. The slag will be 
black and should separate easily from the lead button. 

Notes: 1. If the ore contains two or more grama ot silica none need be 
added. 

2. If bicarbonate of soda is aubfltituted for the nonnai carbonate use a 
correspondingly Kreat«r weight. 

3. This fusion requires a somewhat longer time than tbe niter fusion, 
owing to the fact that time must be allowed for all of the charge ta come in 
contact with the surface of the iron nails. 

4. The lead may not start to drive in cupeling quite aa rapidly as other 
buttons owing to a small amount.of iron which is often present. 

5. A matte indicates too much silica, too little alkaline carbonate or 
too short a time of fusion. 

The Roasting Method. 

This method of assaying sulphide ores is rarely used, but may 
be found of advantage for very low-grade pyritic ores, and will be 
briefly described. 

Procedure. — Take from 0.5 to 5.0 assay-tons of ore and 
spread out in a well-chalked roaating dish of sufficient size to 
allow of stirring without loss. Have the muffle at a dull red only 
and the fire so low that the temperature of the muffle may be 
held stationary, or raised slowly. Place the dish in the muffle and, 
if the ore contains minerals which decrepitate, cover it and keep 
it covered until danger from this source is passed. The ore should 
soon begin to roast. When fumes are noticed coming from the 
ore, check the hre and hold it at this temperature for some time, 
stirring frequently. After all danger of fusii^ is over, gradually 
raise the temperature, stirring at intervals of twenty minutes 
or half an hour. Finally heat to about 700° C. for half an hour. 
If the ore contains only sulphides of iron and copper, practically 
all of the sulphur will be removed withtn this time. If there is 
any doubt about the roast being complete, remove from the 
muffle, add a small amount of charcoal and see if there is any odor 
of sulphur dioxide. If the ore contains zinc, a much higher 
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temperature will be required to break up the zinc sulphate. It is 
not advisable, however, to carry the roastii^ temperature above 
700° C. For orea which consist principally of pyrite, galena or 
stibnite, place a weighed amount of silica on the dish before intro- 
ducing the ore. A weight of silica equal to that of sulphide may 
be used. This will serve to prevent the roasted material from 
adhering to the dish and will be found useful as a flux in the 
subsequent fusion. 

If the ore contains arsenic or antimony, the roastii^ operation 
is more difficult. The best conditions for the elimination of these 
elements are alternate oxidation and reduction at a low tempera- 
ture. The presence of sulphur aids in the elimination of these 
elements, because their sulphides are volatile. To obtain the 
reducing action necessary for the eliniination of arsenic and 
antimony, take the partially roasted ore from the muffle, allow 
it to cool for a few moments, and then mix powdered charcoal 
or coal dust with it and roast at a dull red heat until the coal is 
burned off. Then add more coal and reroast. Repeat this untQ 
no more fumes of arsenic or antimony are noticed, then heat with 
frequent stirring to about 700° C. 

After the ore is roasted, the dish is carefully cleaned out and the 
ore is charged into a crucible with fluxes and treated exactly as a 
Claas 1 ore. If the sulphide mineral was mostly iron, the ore will 
probably be found to have a slight oxidizing power due to the 
formation of FetOi and FegO^ in the roasting. 

The roasting method of assaying b slow and takes up much 
muffle space. It is open to the liability of serious mechanical 
and volatilization losses. Its most useful field would seem to be 
the assay of low-grade pyritic gold ores where a very accurate 
determination of gold is desired. The method usually gives low 
results in silver. 

The Combbiation Wet-and-Fire Assay. 
The combination wet-and-fire assay is used principally for 
the determination of gold and silver in impure ores, matte, 
speiss and bullion. A description of the method, as applied to 
the assay of ores containing cobalt, nickel and arsenic, will be 
found in the chapter on "The Assay of Complex Ores," and the 
application of the method to the assay of copper bullion may be 
found in the chapter on "The Assay of Bullion." 
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ASSAY OF CLASS 3 ORBS. 



The principal ores belonging to this class are those containing 
some of the higher oxides of iron or manganese, i.e., FeiOi, FotO^, 
MnOa. These are reduced .by carbon and tend to eater the slag 
as ferrous and manganous silicates respectively. If the charge 
made up for these ores contained only the ordinary amount of 
8our, all of this might be used up in reducing the oxides of the 
ore and no lead button would result. To remedy this, the oxidizing 
power of the ore should be known before the charge is made up. 

To detennine the oxidizing power of an ore, fuse a known weight 
of it, say 10 or 20 grams, with a regular crucible charge for that 
unount of ore and a carefully weighed amount of ai^ls or flour 
of known reducing power, more than sufficient to oxidize the ore. 
The weight of lead that the argols may be supposed to have re- 
duced from an excess of litharge, minus the weight of lead ob- 
tained, is evidently the amount oxidized by the ore. This weight 
divided by the weight of ore taken gives the oxidizing power. 

When the oxidizing power of the ore has been determined the 
assay is made in the same manner as for Class 1 ores, with the 
addition of the extra fiour required. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE ASSAY OF COMPLEX ORES AND SPECIAL 
METHODS. 

TaB ASSAY OF ORES CONTAIHIHG mCEEL AlID COBALT. 

Ores from the Cobalt district of Ontario present unusual diffi- 
culties for the assayer, as well as for the metallurgist. The 
high-grade ore, which carries several thousand ounces of sQver 
per ton, is an intimate mixture of the arsenides and sulphides of 
cobalt, nickel and silver with a large amount of what appears to 
be native silver, but actually consists of an alloy of silver with 
arsenic, nickel and cobalt. 

The question of determining the amount of silver in a shipment 
of such ore is actually more of a sampling than an assaying prob- 
lem. The accepted method of sampling consists in crushing the 
entire lot of ore to a relatively small size and separating the me- 
tallic from the non-metallic portions. Each portion is then as- 
sayed separately and the results combined to give the average 
silver content of the ore. For a more detailed account of the 
sampling of such an ore the student is referred to Volume 11, 
pages 287 to 293 inclusive, of the Journal of the Canadian Mining 
Institute where the practice at the Copper Cliff smelter is de- 
scribed. A later paper describing the method used at the Cobalt 
sampler may be found in the Transactions of the Canadian 
Mining Institute, Volume 17, pages 190 to 251 inclusive. 

For low-grade ores containing but little nickel, the crucible 
method of assaying will give satisfactory results. For details 
reference may be made to an article on this subject in the En- 
gineering and Mining Journal, Volume 90, page 809. 

For high-grade ores, a properly conducted combination method 
will yield higher and more concordant results than can be ob- 
tained by any " all-fire " method. The following method of 
A. M, Smoot is taken from his discussion* of this problem. 
• Trana. Can. Min. Inet 17, pp. 244-250. 
196 
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The Combination Assay. — Quarter- or half- assay-ton portions 
of the pulp are taken, the former weight if the sample contains 
over 2000 ounces per ton, the latter if the silver is less than this. 
The pulp is treated in beakers with strong nitric acid, added a 
little at a time until danger of frothing is past. About 75 c.c. 
of acid is required for 0.25 A. T. portions and 100 c.c. for 0.5 
A. T. portions. The solutions are heated on a steam bath until 
red fumes cease to be generated and are then diluted with 200 
c.c. of distilled water and allowed to stand until cold, preferably 
over night. It is very important that the solutions be allowed 
to stand before they are filtered, because with certain ores con- 
taining much arsenic together with some antimony and lime, a 
white crystalline coating appears on the bottoms and sides of the 
beakers and cannot be detached by washii^ or even scraping. 
This coating contains a little silver, and if it is not allowed to 
form in the original nitric acid solution it forms later on in the 
process and makes trouble. Insoluble residues are filtered off 
and washed thoroughly. If there is any coating on the sides and 
bottoms of the beakers which cannot be readily detached with a 
piece of filter paper, it is treated in the beaker with a hot solution 
of caustic soda which quickly disintegrates it. The caustic soda 
. solution is acidulated with a little nitric acid and washed into 
the filter with the insoluble residue. Most of the silver is dissolved 
by the original nitric acid treatment and passes throi^h the filters 
as silver nitrate, but a little remains with the insoluble residue. 
If the insoluble residues are large in amount they are dried and 
burned in crucibles, fused with sodium carbonate, borax-glass, 
litharge and a reducing agent. If they are small they are dried 
and burned in scorifiers and scorified with test lead and borax- 
glass. In either case, the lead buttons from the insolubles are 
reserved. Standard sodium chloride solution is added to the 
nitric acid solutions in amount sufficient to precipitate all of the 
silver as chloride, but any considerable excess of the precipitant 
is to be avoided. The silver chloride b stirred briskly until it 
agglomerates and is then allowed to stand for an hour until it 
settles and the supernatant liquid becomes clear. If it remains 
cloudy, rapid stirring is repeated and it is again allowed to settle. 
The clear solutions are filtered through double filter papers and 
the silver chloride precipitates transferred to the filters by a 
water jet and there washed slightly with water. The beakers are 
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washed well with a waah-bottle jet and any traces of silver chlor- 
ide remaining in them are wiped off with small pieces of filter 
paper which are placed in the filters. Filters containing the silver 
chloride are transferred to scorifiers which have been glazed on 
the inside by melting litharge in them and pouring away the excess. 
The glazing is done to prevent the porous scorifiers from absorb- 
ing moisture from the damp paper, and as a further protection, 
a small disc of pure sheet lead is placed beneath the filter papers. 
The scorifiers are transferred to a closed oven heated to about 
250° — 300° C, where they are dried and the paper is slowly 
charred until it is practically all consumed. This method of 
burning the filter papers is an essential step, since it avoids losses 
of silver chloride which are apt to occur if the burning is done 
rapidly in a muffle. Fine test lead is sprinkled over the burned 
sUver chloride residues and the lead buttons resulting from the 
crucible fusions or scorifications of the corresponding insoluble 
residues are added.. Scorification is then conducted at a low 
temperature so as to obtain 15-gram lead buttons. These are 
cupeled at a low temperature, care being taken, in the case of 
lai^ silver beads, to avoid " spitting " at the end of cupcllation. 

The combination method is acceptable to the smelters since it 
does not include slag and cupel corrections. Inasmuch as all 
impurities likely to effect variations in the volatilization and 
slag losses are removed prior to. the fire work, the results of assays 
made on different days and in different muffles, under different 
conditions, are more uniform than when the untreated ores are 
assayed directly. 

Small amounts of bismuth occurring in the Cobalt silver ores 
are a source of irregularity in " all-fire " methods because bismuth 
is retained to some extent by silver after cupellation. In the 
combination method, bismuth is eliminated before any fire work 
is done. 

THE ASSAT OF TELLUSIDG ORES. 

The determination of the precious metals in ores containing 
tellurium has always been considered more than ordinarily difflciilt. 
Results obtained by different assayers and even duplicate assays 
by the same man have often been widely divergent. The litera- 
ture of telluride ore assayii^ is extensive and none too satisfactory ; 
however, it is' safe to say that most of the reported differences 



D,gH,zed.yGOOgIe 



ASSAY OF COMPLEX ORBS AND SPECIAL METHODS 199 

between duplicates and between different assayers have been due 
more to difficulties in. sampling than to the chemical interference 
of the element tellurium. When it is considered that most of 
the telluride ores which are mined contain less than 0.1 per cent 
of telluride mineral, it is apparent that more than ordinary care 
muat be taken to ensure obtaining a fair proportion of this in the 
final assay portion. The telluride mineral itself may contain as 
much as 40 per cent of gold, so that one 100-mesh particle more 
or less in the assay portion may make a difference Of several 
hundredths ounces of gold to the ton. To obviate, as far as 
possible, this lack of homogeneity, all telluride ores should be 
pulverized to at least 150- and preferably 20&-mesh and then 
very thoroughly mixed before the aasay portions are weighed out. 

Effect of Tellurium. -^ Tellurium is a close associate of both 
gold and Bilver and is difficult to separate from these metals 
either in the crucible, scorification or cupellation processes. It 
is not, however, often found in abundance, and even in high- 
grade ores tellurium itself is found in comparatively small amounts. 
For instance, in two high-grade ores used by Hillebrand and 
Allen* in their experiments on the assay of telluride ores, con- 
tainii^ respectively 15 and .19 ounces of gold per ton, there was 
tellurium amounting to 0.074 and 0.092 per cent respectively. 
It seems imreasonable to expect such small quantities of any ele- 
ment to influence seriously the results of a fire-assay. 

In order to study the effects of tellurium in the gold and silver 
assay it is necessary to experiment with ores or alloys containing 
much more tellurium than those above mentioned. The fol- 
lowing facts regarding the behavior of telliuium in cupellation 
and fusion are mostly due to the work of Holloway,t Peaeef and 
Smith,! whom we have to thank for coordinatii^ and elucidating 
much information which was hitherto much scattered and of 
doubtful value. 

Effect of Tellurimn in Cupelladon. — The presence of tellurium 
in a lead button causes a weakenii^ of the surface tension of the 
molten metal. The result is that the metal tends to " wet " the 

•Bull. 263, U. S. Geol. Survey. 

t The assay of Telluride Ores, G. T. HoUoway and L. E. B. Pease, Trans. 
L M. M., 17, p. 175. 

t The Behavior of TeUurium in Assaying, Sydney W. Smith, Trans. 
I. M. M., 17, p. 463. 
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surface of the cupel, and this allows some particles of alloy to 
pass into the cupel whQe others are left behind to cupel by them- 
selves on its surface and form minute beads. In the case of a 
button containing 10 per cent or more of telluriiuu with an equal 
weight of gold or silver, complete absorption may take place. 
Ab the proportion of lead in the alloy is increased, the amount of 
absorption becomes less; when the lead amounts to ei^ty times 
the tellurium very little loss of precious metal occurs in a properly 
conducted cupellation. 

Tellurium is removed comparatively slowly durii^ cupellation, 
particularly in the early stages, as might be expected on comparing 
the heat of formation of its oxide with that of lead oxide. Rose* 
gives the following figures for the heat of combination of these 
metals with 16. grams of oxygen, — Pb to PbO 5030 calories, 
Te to TeOi 3860 calories. To avoid danger of undue loss in 
cupellation of buttons from the assay of such ores, as much aa 
possible of the tellurium should be removed before cupellation. 
It is also evident that the assayer should allow for lai^ lead 
buttons in order that the ratio of lead to tellurium may be high. 

Silver in the alloy protects gold from losses due to the presence 
of tellurium. It appears to act as a dOuent for the gold and 
should always be added to every gold assay for this reason, if for 
no other. 

In the case of imperfect cupellation, tellurium is retained by 
the bead and gives it a frosted appearance. In perfect cupel- 
lation the final condition of the tellurium is that of complete 
oxidation to TeOt. Owing to its effect in reducing surface ten- 
sion, as a result of which minute beads are often left behind, it 
would be well to use a cupel havii^ a finer surface when cupeling 
buttons containing tellurium. Smith states that the loss due to 
subdivision and absorption in this case is much less when a " pat- 
ent " (magnesia) cupel is used. Losses of gold and silver by 
volatilization, during properly conducted cupellation of lead 
buttons from ordinary telluride ores, is extremely small. 

Effect of Tellurium in Fusions. — Tellurium was formerly 
believed to be oxidized to the dioxide during fusion and to go 
into the sla^ as a sodium or lead tellurate. Smith disagrees with 
this and argues that tellurates are decomposed at a red heat, and 
that lead t^urate is white, while he found the litharge slags ob- 
* Trans. Inat Min. Met., 14, p. 384. 
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tained in the fusion erf telluride compounds to be black. He 
believes that tellurium exists in the slag as the black monoxide, 
TeO. 

The sl^ best suited to the oxidation and retention of teUurium 
in crucible assaying is a basic one containing a considerable excess 
of lithai^e. The temperature of fusion should be moderately low, 
as a high temperature prevents the satisfactory oxidation and 
slaggii^ of the tellurium, owing probably to the formation of 
lead silicates before the lithai^ has had time to oxidize the 
tellurium. Smith gives the following reaction for the oxidation 
of tellurium: 

2PbO + Te = Pb,0 + TeO. 

In support of this he claims to have found the black, suboxide 
of lead in the slag. 

Practically all authorities agree that the scorification process is 
not reliable for telluride ores. When a button from a crucible 
assay contains too much tellurium for direct cupellation Smith 
recommends fusing or " soaking " the button under an ample 
amount of litharge at a moderate temperature i.e., 700-900° C. 

Hillebrand and Allen used the following charge for ores con- 
tainit^ from 15 to 19 ounces of gold and 0.074 to 0.092 per cent of 
tellurimn. 

Ore 1. A.T. 

Sodium carbonate 30 grams 

Borax-glass 10 " 

Litharge 180 " 

Reducing agent, .for 25-gram buttons 
Silver 2^ to 3 times gold 

They find slag losses no higher than with ordinary gold ores 
and no serious cupellation losses. With ores containii^ much 
more tellurium than the above, the quantity taken should be 
reduced and the rest of the chai^ maintained as before. 

THE ASSAY OF ORES AHD PRODUCTS HIGH IN 

copraR. 

Crucible methods for the assay of matte and ores high in copper 
have largely supplanted the older scorification method. This 
is due to the fact that a larger amount of pulp may be used for 



i.y Google 



202 A TEXTBOOK OP FIRE ASSAYING 

each individual assay, thus increasing the accuracy of the results. 
The copper is eliminated, as it is in the scorification assay, by the 
solution of its oxide in the basic lead oxide sl^. The assay thus 
combines the advantages of the scorification with those of the 
crucible assay. 

Perkins* has made a careful study of this process, and calls 
attention to the fact that the litharge used must be in proportion 
to the amount of copper and other impurities in the ore. The 
amounts he uses are very large, from 137 to 300 parts PbO to 1 
part Cu, and make the method an expensive one. Others have 
reduced this amount considerably, and still manage to get buttons 
which will cupel. 

The Slag. — The slag should be decidedly basic, for if the 
litharge is combined with large amounts of silica and borax, it 
will no longer retain its power of holding the copper in solution. 
A small amount of silica is necessary to prevent, to some extent, 
the action of the litharge upon the crucible. One part of silica 
to from 15 to 20 parts of litharge is generally allowed in the charge. 
Borax should be entirely omitted as it decreases the copper-hold- 
ing capacity of the slag, and also causes boiling of the charge. 
Perkins states that the best results are obtained with a slag which 
exhibits, when cooled and broken, a somewhat glassy exterior 
gradually passing to litharge-like crystals towards the center. 
The amount of crystallization which takes place is, of course, 
a function of the rate of cooling and will depend apiong other 
things upon the size of the chirge, the temperature of the charge 
when poured, and of the mold, so that too much weight should 
not be given to the above. The slag should, however, be crystal- 
line and resemble Utharge; a slag which is dull or glassy throughout 
indicates the presence of too much acid for a good elimination of 
copper. 

Conduct of tiie Assay. — On account of the very corrosive action 
of the lithai^ slag it is especially necessary that the fusion be 
made rapidly. The muffle should be hot to start, 1000° to 1 100° C, 
the hotter the. better, and the fusion should be finished in 
from twenty to thirty minutes. This not only preserves the 
crucibles, but also, as a necessary sequel, prevents the slag from 

* The Litharge Method of Assayiag Copper-Be%ring Ores sod Products, 
and the Method of CalculatinB Chwges, W. G. Perkins. Trans. A.I.M.K, 81, 
p. 913. 
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becoming charged with silica and thus forcing the copper into 
the button. The slag melts at a low temperature and a very 
high finishii^ temperature ia not necessary. With a quick fusioi 
there is less chance for oxidation of lead with the consequent 
reduction of too small a lead button. 

For the best work the hole in the back of the mufHe should be 
closed and a reducing atmosphere maintained in the mufSe. 
This may be accomplished by fillii^ the mouth of the muffle with 
charcoal or coke, or by placing a few crucibles partly full of soft 
coal near the front of the muffle and using a tight-fitting door. 
If this precaution is not observed part of the silver will be oxi- 
dized and lost in the slag. 

The followii^ chaises kindly furnished by the Boston and 
Montana Reduction Department of the Anaconda Copper Mining 
Company, Great Falls, Montana, are recommended for these ores. 
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The cover consists of onoM^uarter inch of a mixture of 4 parts 
Bodiimi carbonate, 2 parts borax and 1 part silica. Fusions in 
20-gram crucibles require about thirty minutes, those in 30-gr^n 
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crucibles about fifty minutes. It will be noticed that occasion- 
ally as much aa 60 grams of niter is used in a single fusion. With 
the proper muffle temperature there is said tobe lio danger of a 
crucible boiling over even thoi^h the crucible be filled to within 
half an inch of the top. 

ASSAT OF ZIHC-BOX PRBCIPITATB. 

The gold and silver precipitated from cyanide solutions by 
means of zinc always contains more or less metaUic zinc as weU 
as more or less copper, lead and other readily reducible metala 
which may be present in the ore, or which may have been intro- 
duced during the process. Gold precipitate usually contains a 
good deal of metallic zinc and is generally given a preliminary acid 
treatment before being melted. Silver precipitate, on the other 
hand, is comparatively free from zinc and may be melted directly. 
Besides metals, the precipitate may also contain hydroxide, 
cyanide and ferro-cyanides of zinc, as well as iron oxide, silica, 
alumina, etc. 

The materiab as received by the assayer will usually have been 
passed through a 16- or 20-me8h screen for the purpose of re- 
movii^ the short zinc, and may or may not have been acid-treated. 
The peculiarities of, this material are (a) the presence of more 
or less metallic zinc which haa a reducing power of 3.17 and which 
boils at 930° C, (b) the presence of various compounds containing 
zinc oxide, which is difficultly soluble in litharge, (c) its richness 
and spotty character, which necessitate the moat painstaking 
care to secure commercially satisfactory results. 

On account of the amount of gold and silver contained, the 
sampHng and grinding should be carrried out in a special room, 
well separated from the regular assay office, to avoid danger of 
salting. A comer of the clean-up and melting room may be 
used if available, and there should be provided for this purpose 
a special buckii^ board, as well as special samplers, screens, 
brushes, etc. 

The assay sample, weighing 2 or 3 pounds, should be thoroughly 
dried and ground to pass at least 80-mesh. A convenient quan- 
tity of the final pulp is 150 or 200 grams, and the 80-mesh sample 
may be cut down to this and then ground, preferably on the 
bucking board, to at least 150-mesh. This final sample should 
be thoroughly mixed and dried again, cooled in a desiccator and 
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kept tliere until t.he &nal Bamples are weighed. This precaution 
is observed both to prevent the material from taking on mois- 
ture from the air and to prevent oxidation of the zinc, which in 
some cases would cause a measurable error due to change in weight 
of the sample. 

The fine pulp may be assayed by crucible fusion and cupellation 
or by one of several wet or wet^-and-fire methods. The crucible 
assay is alwa}^ corrected by a reaasay of the slag and corrections 
are also applied for cupel absorption. 

The following crucible charge is recommended by Magenan,* 

Precipitate 0.1 assay-ton 

Sodium carbonate . 5 grama 

Borax-glass 2 " 

Lithfljge 70 " 

Flour for 25-30^am buttons 

Silica 5 grams 

A thoroughly glazed crucible should be used for this purpose, 
to ensure against any of the precipitate adhering to the walls 
above the level of the fusion. A narrow-bladed spatula is con- 
venient for sampling the precipitate. The weighing should be 
done on an analytical or exceptionally accurate .pulp balance. 
It is customary to make at leaat sbt assays and to average the 
results. The fusions should be heated rather gradually to the 
full temperature of the muffle. 

According to Layng,t a high temperature at the beginning is 
productive of low results. Apparently it is better to oxidize 
the metallic zinc with litharge than to allow it to volatilize. 

For silver-bearing precipitate the Volhard or Gay-Lussac 
volumetric methods may be used, but the latter should be avoided 
in the presence of mercury, which interferes. There is no great 
advantage in the combination wet-and-fire methods unless the 
precipitate contains considerable copper or other metals which 
might contaminate the bead or cause extra losses in cupellation. 

ASSAY OF ANTHIONIAL gold OSES. 

The niter method is universally recognized as being the best 

method for the sulphide ores of antimony. Considerable litharge 

* Min. and Sci. Pteaa, 80, p. 404. 

t Mextcan Mining Journal, Feb. 1913, p. 90. 
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is necessary to keep the antimooy out of tbe lead button. The 
following charge is recommended by two Engliah authorities:* 

Ore 0.5 A. T. 

NaiCOi .... 10-20 grams 
Borax-^laes . 5-10 " 
Litharge. . . . 100-120 grams 

Niter 19 " 

Silica 10 " 

A preliminary assay to determine the reducii^ power is of 
course necessary. The above charge will be found to correspond 
almost exactly with our standard for sulphide ores, with lithaige 
according to Lodge's rule. 

Geoi^e T. Holloway, in discussing this method, recommended 
the use of a much larger proportion of sods in the charge, i.e., 
three times as much as stibnite, in order to aid in the retention of 
the antimony in the slag as a sodium antimonate. 
ASSAT OF AUniFEROTIS lIHSTOlfB. 
C. 0. Bannister! finds a crucible assay with the following charge 
to be the most satisfactory method: 

Ore .25 grams 

Sodium carbonate . .40 " 

Borax 10 " 

Red lead 60 " 

Charcoal 1.5 " 

In this method the tin is converted into a fusible sodium stan- 
nste. The author found no tin reduced during the fusion, as 
shown by the fact that the button cupeled without difliculty. In 
all ores carrying over 1 ounce of gold per ton, the slags were cleaned 
by a second fusion with 10 grams of soda, 30 grams of red lead and 
1.5 grams of charcoal. 

Various other methods of assay were tested but none were as 
satisfactory as this. 

COSSECTED ASSATS. 

In the assay of high-grade ores and buUion it is often desirable 

to make a correction for the inevitable slag and cupel losses. 

• WiUiam Kitto, Trans. Inst. Min. Met., IS, p. 89. 

William Smith, Trans. Inst. Min. Met., 9, p. 332. 

t Trans. Inst. Min. Met. (London] U. p. 513. 
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This is done in one of two ways: either by the use of & " check " 
or synthetic assay, or by assaj^ng the elag^ and cupels resulting 
from the ordinal or commercial assays. 

In correcting by a " check " assay, a preliminary assay is first 
made and then an amount of proof silver or gold, or both, approxi- 
mately equivalent to the amount present in the sample, is weighed 
out and made up to approximately the composition of the sample 
by the addition of base metal, etc. The check thus made is 
assayed in the same furnace, parallel with the real assay. What- 
ever loss the known amounts of precious metal in the check sustain 
is added to the weight of metal obtained from the sample as a 
correction, the sum beii^ supposed to represent the actual metal 
present in the sample. This method of correction is always used 
in the assay of gold and other precious metal bullions, and is 
sometimes used in the assay of high-grade ores. A more detailed 
description of the method will be found in the chapter on the assay 
of bullioQ. This method, when properly applied, is the better 
and gives a very close approximation to the actual precious metal 
contents of a sample. 

In the case of rich ores and furnace products other than bul- 
lion, a correction is usually made by assaying the slags and cupels 
resulting from the original assay. The weights of gold and sil- 
ver thus recovered are added as corrections to the weights first 
obtained. This method, while approximating the actual con- 
tents of an ore, may occasionaUy give results a little too high, for 
although gold and silver lost by volatilization is not recovered and 
the corrections themselves must invariably suffer a second slag 
and cupel loss, yet on the other hand, the cupeled metal from 
both the first and second operations is not pure and may retain 
enough lead and occasionally other impurities from the ore and 
extra litharge used to more than offset the above small losses. 
The results of assays corrected by this method are evidently some- 
what uncertain, but are nevertheless much nearer to the real 
silver content than are the results of the uncorrected or ordinary 
commercial assay. 

Smelter contracts are almost invariably still written on the 
basis of the ordinary or uncorrected assay and when the corrected 
assay is made the basis of settlement, a deduction is made amoxmt- 
ing to the average correction. This amounted to 1.1 per cent 
in the case of certain Cobalt ores. 
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Assay of Slags. — Assay dags are of auch variable composi- 
tion that no one method af analysis is universally applicable. 
Almost any plan of treatment whereby the slag is fused and a lead 
button reduced will result in the recovery of an additional amount 
of silver, but to make aure of obtaining practically all of the 
precious metals is quite another matter. Keller* states that 
to obtain a full recovery of the silver from slags it is necessary to 
reduce practically all of the lead from the charge and it is recom- 
mended that this procedure be followed. 

In general, it is beet to have the second slag differ materially 
from the ordinal in order to ensure complete decomposition. It 
should be noted that the acid lead silicates are not decomposed 
by, carbonaceous reducing agents, so that the slags resultmg from 
Class 1 ores will have to be decomposed by means of metallic 
iron. Some additional borax may be required as a flux for the 
ferrous silicate resulting from the reaction of iron on lead silicate 
and if necessary an additional amount of sodium carbonate may 
be added. 

. In decomposing slags from niter assays by means of iron, it is 
advisable to carefully separate and reject the layer of fused sul- 
phates which will be found on top of the cone of slag. If this is 
not done, the nails will be greatly corroded and even cut in two 
by the reaction with the fused sulphate; the formation of iron 
oxide and the production of an alkaline iron sulphide will result. 
The reaction is probably as follows : 

NajSO* + 3Fe = Na,S -|- Fe,0,. 

If the lead button obtained is too large for cupellation, as will 
be the case in the decomposition of slags resulting from excess 
litharge fusions, it may be scoriOed to 20 or 25 grams. 

Slags resulting from iron-nail assays should be fused with an 
excess of litharge, to ensure decomposing all of the sulphide with 
which the precious metals are combined. Borax and silica may 
be added, if necessary, to slag the resultant iron oxide as ferrous 
singulo-silicate. The slag resulting from an iron-nail assay of 
pure pyrite will probably contain about 3,5 grams of sulphide 
sulphur. This would reduce about 90 grams of lead from an 
excess of lithai^e. By limiting the amount of litharge it is possible 
to obtain a smaller lead button, which should, however, in this case, 
collect practically all of the gold and silver contained in the slag. 
• Trans. A.I.M.B., M, p. 782. 
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Assay of Cupels. — Cupel materials are all refractory, par- 
ticularly magnesia, and for this reason all unsaturated cupel 
material should always be rejected before the cupel is pulverized. 
The- student should also bear in mind that both Portland cement 
and magnesia are basic and require the addition of a considerable 
amount of acid reagents to make a slag of satisfactory character. 
When a corrected assay is to be made the original lead button 
should not weigh more than 28 grams, or too large an amount of 
cupel material will have to be handled. The fluxes have to be 
carefully proportioned; and in order to get complete recovery of 
the silver all of the absorbed litharge must be reduced. For this 
reason it is generally best not to use any litharge flux. In the 
chains which follow the proportions of reagents are all based on 
the weight of bone-a^h, dry cement or magnesia in the material 
being assayed. This may be determined, closely ienough. for 
practical purposes, by calculating the weight of litharge corre- 
sponding to the lead button cupeled, and subtracting this cal- 
culated weight from the weight of saturated cupel material. 

Bone-ash, — To assay a bone-ash cupel, firet remove and reject 
the unsaturated part of the cupel, in order to have as little of this 
refractory material as possible to deal with. Weigh the saturated 
part, which will be about 50 per cent bone-ash and 50 per cent 
litharge and grind to 80- or lOO-mesh on a clean bucking-board. 

Finally clean off what sticks to the board and muHer by grind- 
ing a quantity of 20-me8h quartz equal to the silica require- 
ments of the charge. For an ordinary assay this will be about 
10 grams. This quartz is added to the charge and serves as a 
flux for soine of the bases. 

To flux bone-ash add one and a half times its weight of normal 
sodiiun carbonate, two-thirds of its weight of borax^ass, half its 
weight of fluorspar, and one-third its weight of silica. In assaying 
a cupel, an excess of flour is added to reduce all of the litharge. 
For example, the charge for a bone-ash cupel would work out as 
follows: 

Cupel material (30 grams bone-ash, 30 grams litharge) 60 grams 
Sodium carbonate 46 " 

Borax-glass 20 " 

Silica from cleauit^ the bucking-board 10 " 

Fluorspar 15 " 

Flour 4 " 
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Put into a 30-gram crucible, mix and place in a hot muffle bo 
that it will fuse rapidly. Have the atmosphere neutral or slightly 
reducing and finally bring to a light yellow heat. Pour after half 
an hour at this t«mperature. The lead button obtained should 
weigh almost as much as the button first cupeled, i.e., the assay of 
a cupel in which a 30-gram lead button was cupeled should yield 
somewhat more than 28 grams of lead. 

The slag will be an almost colorless, clear glass. The lead button 
is cupeled and the bead weighed and parted. 

Cement. — To assay a Portland cement cupel, remove and 
reject the unsaturated part. Weigh the saturated part, which 
may contain as little as 40 per cent of cement, and grind it to 
80- or 100-mesh. Clean the bucking-board and muller by grind- 
ing 15 grams of 20-mesh quartz, and add this to the chai^, where 
it will serve as a flux for some of the bases. It must be included 
when considering the quantity of silica required for the charge. 

To flux, add twice as much sodium carbonate as there is cement, 
an equal amount of borax-glass and twice as much silica. Add 
4 or 5 grams of flour and fuse rapidly in a neutral Or reducing 
atmosphere. The charge for a Portland cement cupel would 
work out as follows: 

Cupel material (20 grams cement, 30 grams lithai^e) 50 grams 
Sodium carbonate 40 " 

Borax-glass 20 " 

Flour 5 " 

Silica 40 " 

This yields a clear-green glassy slag and a lead button weighing 
about 90 per cent as much as the original button. The silver 
recovery is not as good as that obtained from bone-ash cupels, 
probably because the lead recovery is not so good. 

Maqnesia. — To assay a magnesia cupel proceed as for Port- 
land cement. The patent magnesia cupels are the least porous 
and therefore the least of all suited for corrected assays, because 
so very much more flux will have to be provided for them. The 
saturated part of a magnesia cupel is almost 60 per cent magnesia. 
Therefore, the quantity of magnesia used in absorbing a given 
quantity of litharge is more than twice the quantity of Portland 
cement required to absorb the same quantity of lithai^e. Con- 
sequently twice as much of the reagents will have to be used to 
assay the m^nesia. 
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CHAPTER X. 
THE ASSAY OF BtJLLION. 

Bullion, from an assayer'a point of view, is an alloy containing 
enough of the precious metals to pay for parting. 

The different bullions are usually named to correspond to 
their major components, for instance, copper bullion, an alloy 
of copper with small amounts of other impurities, as well as some 
gold and silver. In the same way we have lead, silver and gold 
bullions. Dor^ bullion is silver bullion containing gold as well 
as a small percentage of base metals. Dor6 bars differ in silver 
content from 600 to 990 parts per thousand; the base metals 
consist chiefly of copper, lead and antimony. The term base 
bullion is used in two different senses. According to the lead 
smelter's definition, base bullion is argentiferous lead, usually 
the product of the lead blast-furnace; according to the mintman's 
and refiner's definition it is bullion containing from 10 to 60 per 
cent of silver, usually some gold, and a large percentage of base 
metals, particularly copper, lead, zinc and antimony. Fine gold 
bars are those which are free from silver and sufficiently free 
from other impurities to make them fit for coinage and use in 
the arts, usually 990 to 999 fine. 

The results of lead and copper bullion assays are reported in 
ounces per ton as in the case of ore assays, but in the assay of 
silver, gold and dor4 bullions the results are reported in "fineness," 
i.e., so many parts of silver or gold in one thousand parts of 
bullion. Thus sterling silver is 925 parts fine, that is to say, 
it is 92.5 per cent silver. 

Weifi^te. — In assaying gold, silver and dor6 bullion, a special 
set of weights, called gold-assay weights, are used. This is termed 
the "milli^me" system; the unit, I millifeme, weighs 0.5 milli- 
gram, and therefore the 1000 milli^me weight equals 0.5 grams. 
Ordinary weights in the gram system may be used, but as 0.5 gram 
is the quantity of bullion commonly taken for assay the use of the 
milli^me system saves computation in obtaining the fineness. 
211 
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SAMPLINO BULUON. 

Bullion may be sampled either in the molten or in the solid 
condition. When it may be melted and kept free from dross 
the dip or ladle sample is usually the more accurate method. As 
the weight, as well as the assay of the bullion must be known 
in order to value it, the samfding of large lots of bullion by the 
dip sample method often presents difficulties, owing to changes 
in weight or purity in the considerable length of time necessary 
for pouring. Again, it is not alwa^ convenient to melt a lot of 
bullion to obtain a sample, and other means must be found. 
Sampling solid bullion by pimching, drilling, sawing or chipping, 
under certain conditions, may be made to yield good results. 
Lead bullion is usually sampled by punching one or more holes 
in each bar, and combining and meltmg the punchings. Copper 
bullion is now generally cast in the form of slabs or anodes, and 
these are drilled. 

Sampling M<dten Bullion. — The most satisfactory method of 
sampling bullion is to melt the whole in a suitable vessel, stir 
thoroughly with a graphite rod or iron bar to mix and then, 
immediately before pouring, ladle out a small amount and granu- 
late it by pouring into a pail of water. If these operations are 
correctly performed there is no chance for segregation, and each 
particle of the granulated metal should be a true representa- 
tive of the whole. If a granulated sample is not desired, a 
ladleful of the mixed molten metal may be poured into a thick- 
walled flat mold so that it chills almost instantly, and a drill 
or saw sample may be taken from this. When a ladle sample is 
taken, the ladle must be so hot aa not to allow the forming of any 
solidified metal or " sculls," as this would interfere with the 
homogeneity of the sample. This method of sampling is most 
satisfactory for bullions which do not oxidize or form dross on 
melting, as this of course, adds a complication for which it is 
difficult to allow. 

Sampling Solid Bullion. — The principal difficulty encountered 
in sampling bullion m the form of bars or ingots is due to the 
irregular distribution of the various constituents caused by seg- 
regation in cooling. If it were possible to cool a bar instantly, 
segregation could be prevented, and a chip or boring taken from 
any part would be representative. As instant cooling is im- 
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pofisible, the sampling of bars of the ordinary dunensions is usually 
a difficult problem. Occasionally a bar of bullion may be en- 
tirely homogeneous, but this is rare; and unfortunately there 
are no chiu-acteristics by which this homogeneity can be recog- 
nized. Heterogeneity is the rule, and the explanation for this 
common condition is found in the presence in almost every bullion 
of constituents having different freezing-points. In slow cool- 
ing, solidification begins first on the walls of the mold and the 
constituent having the h^est freezing-point starts crystallizit^ 
here, forcing the part which is still liquid away from the walls. 
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Fia. 48. — Diitribution of silver and gold in a block of bliBt«r copper. 

Solidification progresses away from the walls and sometimes also 
away from the surface, toward the center of solidification, at 
which locus the allcQ' of lowest melting-point freezes. This 
naturally results in a certain amount of migration of the different 
constituents, toward or away from the various cooling surfaces 
and in a direction normal to these surfaces. According to their 
amount, as well as upon the nature and amount of the other 
constituents of the alloy, the gold and silver may concentrate 
either toward or away from the center of solidification. 

Figure 48 shows the distribution of silver and gold in a block of 
blister copper. To obtain these figures the block was cut in 
two, half of the section was laid off into squares as indicated and 
a sample was taken by drilling a hole in the center of each square. 
The upper f^iure in each case represents the silver assay in ounces 
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per ton aod the lower one gold in ounces p«r ton. In this 
case, the precious metals, particularly the silver, have con- 
centrated toward the center of solidification, which is sHghtly 
above the geometrical center of the solid. It is obviously next 
to impossible to locate a drill-hole which would take a representar 
tive sample of such a block, and no chip taken from a comer 
could possibly give anything like the truth. A saw-section 
through the center would probably be satisfactory, provided the 
entire amount of sawings were assayed. Figure 49 shows another 
example of the distribution of the precious metals in copper 
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Fig. 49. — Distribution of silver and gold in a block of refined copper. 

bullion; but in this case the concentration was in the opposite 
direction, i.e., toward the part which solidified first. The same 
thing which is illustrated here for copper is true to a lesser extent 
for lead bullion and for impure precious metal bullions, and in 
these cases too the concentration may be either away from or 
toward the center of solidification. 

The amount of this diffusion or segregation ia dependent upon 
a number of factors, the most important of which are the composi- 
tion of the alloy and the rate of cooling. The shape and thick- 
ness of the mold, as well as its initial temperature and the tem< 
perature of the alloy when poured, are also important factors 
in this problem. 

It has been conclusively demonstrated that it is impossible 
to obtain samples <£ sufficient accuracy from copper bars or 
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pigB ot the usual dimenaions, except by sawing, which is entirely 
too expensive a proceeding for everyday use. 

To eliminate the diflGculty of sampling from a bar, Keller* 
recommends casting the metal in a thin plate or slab, and this 
practice has now been almost universally adopted by the copper 
smelters. The slabs are usually made some 30 or 40 inches 
square and only 1 or 2 inches thick. Of course, some concentra- 
tion takes place here, also, but as the plate solidifies so much fas- 
ter than the same metal cast in a bar or ingot this factor has less 
weight. 



Fig. 50. — Dit^rammatic Bection through a plate of metal illustratiDg direction 
of aegregation towards or away from center of solidification. 

Figure 50 is an ideal section through a part of such a slab. The 
concentric lines indicate the progressive cooling toward the center 
of cooling. It may be assumed that solidification progreeses so 
as to form even layers from all the siu^ace planes of the slab and 
that each successive layer differs in composition from its prede- 
cessor. On the right-hand side of the figure, just beyond the 
center of solidification, is shown a region, not wider than the 
thiclcness of the plate, where concentration has taken place both 
horizontally and vertically. All around the slab there will be a 
strip like this. Inside of this strip, the width of which is the 
same as the thickness of the slab, there can be movement only 
in a vertical plane. Therefore, the solid constituting this strip 
contains in its entirety a fair proportion of all the constitutents 
• Trans. A.I.M.E., 37, p. 106. 
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of the alloy, but it is impoaaible to sample this correctly. The 
solid inside of this strip also contains a fair proportion of all the 
constituents of the alloy, and as here there is concentration in 
the vertical direction only, a hole drilled through the plate any- 
where should yield a correct sample of the whole. The method 
advocated by Keller has been demonstrated to yield satisfactory 
results and has now become standard in the copper industry. 

Some typical methods of sampling lead and copper bullion 
follow. 

Sampling Lead BulUon. — Lead bullion is sampled both in 
the liquid and in the solid state. In either case it is now cus- 
tomary to transfer the lead from the blaat-fumace either into a 
reverberatory furnace or into large kettles holding 20 to 30 tons. 
Here the lead is purified by cooling to a little above the melting- 
point of pure lead. By doing this, a lai^e part of the impurities 
which are held in solution by the superheated lead separate out 
as a dross which is carefully removed by skimming. The re- 
maining lead, now in a better condition to sample, is drawn off 
and cast into bars of about 100 pounds. 

In taking a dip sample, a small ladleful is taken at regular in- 
tervals frem the stream coming from the drossing kettle. These 
individual samples are carefully remelted at a dark red heat in a 
graphite crucible, the melt is well stirred and cast in a heavy- 
walled shallow mold, making a cake about 10 inches long, 5 
inches wide and | inch thick. This cools so quickly that there is 
httle or no chance for segregation. The final assay samples are 
taken from this cake by sawing and taking the sawdust, or by 
boring entirely through the slab in a number of places, and taking 
the borings, or by cutting out four or more 0.5 assay-ton pieces 
from different parts of the bar and using these directly. 

Another and more modem method of sampling lead bullion, 
which does away with the remelting, is to take a number of dip 
samples in the shape of gum-drops. While the material in the 
kettle is being thoroughly stirred, the mold, which has six or e^ht 
conical depressions and is provided with a long handle, b inserted 
and heated to the same temperature as the molten metal. The 
" gum-drops " are dipped out and cooled in the mold, by dipping 
the bottom of the latter into water. These " gum-drops " which 
weigh from 15 to 25 p«ms, are weighed without clipping and 
cupeled, and the results are computed. 
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Bars of solid lead bullion are sampled by meane of a heavy 
punch which takes a cylindrical sample about 2 incheS long and 
I inch in diameter. There are naturally a number of different 
systems, but the most common method is to place five bars side 
by side and face up, and punch a hole in each extending halfway 
through. Each bar is punched in a different place and in such 
a way that the holes make a diagonal across the five bars. The 
bars are then turned over and another sample is taken fptHn each 
along the opposite diagonal. Usually a carload of about 20 or 
30 tons is sampled as one lot. The punchings from such a lot, 
weighii^ from 8 to 15 pounds, are melted in a graphite crucible 
and cast into a flat bar, from which the final assay samples are 
taken by sawing, drilling or cutting. 

Sampling Copier Biilli<ni. — The sampling of copper bullion 
may be classified into smelter methods, and refinery methods. 
The bullion is quite universally cast in the form of anodes at 
the smelter, and shipped to the refinery m this form. This 
renders remelting at the refinery unnecessary, and the result is 
that the refiners sample the solid bullion by drilling. The smel- 
ters, having the bullion in the molten condition, generally sample 
it in this condition on account of the greater ease and less ex- 
pei^. 

Probably the most satisfactory smelter method of sampling 
is the " aplash-shot method," which consists in shotting into 
water a small portion of the molten stream of copper as it flows 
from the refining furnace, by " batting " the stream with a wet 
stick. This operation is repeated at uniform intervals during 
the pouring, the amount taken each time being kept about the 
same. The samples are dried and dirt and pieces of burned 
wood are removed. All material over 4-raesh and under 10-mesh 
is rejected, and the remainder taken as the sample. This method, 
when properly carried out, gives results which check within prac- 
tical limits with the drill sample of the anodes taken at the refinery. 

Another method which is used to some extent for sampling 
molten copper bullion is known as the " ladle-shot method," 
This consists in taking a ladleful from the furnace or from the 
stream of the casting machine and shotting it by pouring over a 
wooden paddle into water. In this method at least three ladlefuls 
are taken, one near the beginning, one at the middle, and one 
near the end of the pour. The shots are treated in the same 
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manner aa before. This method is not thought so well of as 
the previous one on account of s^r^ation toward or from the 
" sculls " which are left in the ladles. 

Instead of shotting and taking the shot for the final sample, 
W, H. Howard of Garfield, Utah, recommends ladling into a 
flat disc. This " pie sample " is sawed radially a number of 
imes, and the sawdust is used for the final sample. 

The following description of the method of sampling anodes 
at Perth Amboy, N. J., is typical of refinery methods of sampling 
and ia the method developed by Dr. Edward Keller. The copper 
is received in the form of anodes 36 inches long, 28 inches wide 
and 2 inches thick. These are carefully swept to remove foreign 
matter, and then drilled with a 0.5 inch drill completely through 
the anode, all of the drillings being carefully saved, A 99-hole 
template is used to locate the holes which are spaced 3Vj mches 
center to center, and the outside row is approximately 2^ inches 
from the edge of the anode. The holes of the template are used 
in continuous order, one hole to the anode. 

For veiy rich anodes some refiners use a template having as 
many as 240 holes, but it seems doubtful if this arrangement of 
spacing a single hole in each anode will yield any better sample. 

With low-grade, uniform bullion every fourth anode only is 
drilled. A 30-ton lot of anodes in which each one is drilled will 
yield 6 or 8 pounds of drillings, which are ground in a drug-mill 
fitted with manganese steel plates and reduced by quartering to 
about 2 pounds. This sample ia reground until it will all pass 
a 16-mesh screen, and is then divided into the sample packages. 

SaHapling Dorfi Bullion. — Dor6 bullion is sampled in the mol- 
ten state by dip-sampling and in the sohd state by drilling. 

The dor6 bullion at one plant is cast into plates 18 inches by 
7 inches by f inch and sampled by drilling ^ inch holes in it, on 
the checker-board plan. The drillings are ground to pass a 
SO-mesh screen. An electromagnet is used to remove from the 
sample all the iron from the drills and mill. 

Sampling Gold Bullion (United States Mint Method). — Every 
lot of bullion or dust received at any United States Assay Office 
or Mint is immediately we^ed and given a number. It is then 
melted in a graphite crucible with borax to make the deposit, 
uniform, and cast into a bar whose horizontal dimensions are 
approximately 121 inches by 5i inches. Usually no attempt 
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is made to refine it unless it is very impure. Occasionally, in the 
case of very impure bullions, a small dip sample is taken and (gran- 
ulated, but in general the whole melt is cast and sampled aa 
noted below. The slag is poured with the bar and when solid 
is ground and panned, and the recovered prills are dried, weighed 
and allowed for in computing the value of the bar. 

After the bar is cleaned of slag it is dried, weighed and num- 
bered, and if it is thought to be homogeneous, two samples of 
3 or 4 grams each are chipped from diagonally opposite comers. 
These are flattened with a heavy hammer, annealed and rolled 
into sheets thin enoi^h to be easily cut with shears. The use 
of the shears can only be learned by practice, but assayers be- 
come very skilful after a time, and it is no unusual thing to see 
a bullion assayer weigh out five samples in almost as many min- 
utes. 

Cyanide bars, which do not give checks from chipped samples, 
are drilled halfway through on two opposite comers of the top 
at a point about 1 inch from each edge. These drUlings are mixed 
and assayed as the top sample. The bottom sample is taken in 
the same manner, except that the drilling is done on the other 
two comers. The top and bottom samples are kept separate. 

THE ASSAY OF LEAD BULUOH. 

A description of the cupellation assay of lead bullion has al- 
ready been given in the chapter on cupellation. In smelter con- 
trol work the assay is usually made in quadruplicate. If the 
bullion contains sufficient copper, arsenic, antimony, tin or other 
base metals to influence the results of the cupellation assay, 
three or four portions of 0.6 or 1.0 assay-ton are scorified with 
the addition of lead until the impurities are eliminated, when 
the resultant buttons are cupeled. 

CoRBECTiON FOR CuPEL Loss. — In some instances the slags 
and cupels are reassayed and the weight of the gold and silver 
found is added to that obtained from the first cupellation. There 
is no fixed custom as yet regarding the use of corrected assays. 
In most of the custom smelters, the uncorrected assay is used as 
the basis of settlement; but some of the large concerns who have 
their own refineries are using the corrected assay in their inters 
plant business. 
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THE ASSAY OF COPPER BULLION. 

Copper bullion may be assayed by the scorification method, 
by the crucible method or by a combination of wet-and-fire meth- 
ods. In the combination method the bullion is treated with sul- 
phuric or nitric acid which dissolves the copper and more or less 
of the silver but leaves the gold. The sUver is precipitated by 
suitable reagents and filtered oft together with the gold. The 
filter paper and contents are put into a scorifier or crucible with 
reagents and the assay finished by fire methods. 

The Scoriflcatioa Method. — The following method, commonly 
referred to as the " all-fire " method is a modification kindly 
supplied by Mr. H. D. Greenwood, Chief Chemist for the United 
States Metals Eefining Co., Chrome, N. J. 

Sample down the finely ground bullion on a split sampler in 
such a way as to obtain a sample of about 1 assay-ton which wiD 
include the proper proportion of the finer and the coarser parts trf 
the borings. This sampling must be conducted carefully, as the 
precioi;s metal content of the finer portion differs somewhat 
from that of the coarser portion of the sample. Portions " dipped " 
from the sample bottle or from the sample spread out on paper 
are likely to contain undue amounts of coarse or of fine. 

Weigh out four portions of copper borings of 0.25 assay-ton 
each, mix with 50 grams test lead, put in 3-inch Bartlett scorifiers, 
cover with 40 grams test lead and add about 1 gram SiOj. Scor- 
ify hot, heating at the end so that they will pour properly. Add 
test lead to make we^ht of buttons plus test lead equal to 70 
grams, add 1 gram SiOj and scorify rather cool. Pour, make up 
to 60 grams with test lead, adding 1 gram SiOj and scorify again. 

Combine the buttons two and two, and make up each lot to 
85 grams with test lead, adding 1 gram SiOi, and scorify very cool. 
Make up buttons to 70 grams by addii^ test lead, add 1 gram 
SiOj and scorify for the fifth time. The buttons should be free 
from slag and weigh 14 grams. 

Cupel at a temperature to feather nicely, and raise the heat at 
the finish. Cupels should be made of 60-mesh bone-ash, and should 
be of medium hardness. 

Weigh the beads and part as usual. Dry, anneal and we^h 
the gold. The two results should check within .02 ounce per 
ton, and the average Ggare is to be reported. If the silver 
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contents of tbe bullion is low, add enough fine silver before the 
first seorification to make the total silver in the mixture equal to 
about e^t times the amount of gold. 

The Bcorification method was until recently accepted as stand- 
ard for gold and most smelter contracts involving this material 
stated that " gold shall be determined by the all-fire method or 
its equivalent." The silver results obtained by the scorification 
method are not acceptable, owing to the considerable slag and ^ 
cupellation losses which average perhaps as much as 5 or 10 per 
cent. Reassay of the slag and cupels will permit recovery of 
most of the silver and approximately 1 per cent additional gold. 
The scorification assay is expensive as regards both time and 
material, and is falling into disfavor. 

The Crucible Method. — The crucible method for gold and 
silver in copper bullion was first described by Perkins* and as 
described by him showed no great advantage over the scorifica- 
tion method as to saving in time, cost of materials, or increased 
furnace capacity. The following modified prooedure requires 
about one-third of the materials, time and furnace capacity 
necessary for that described by Perkins, and yet gives buttons 
sufficiently free from copper to be cupeled directly. 

Sample down the finely ground bullion to about 0.26 assay-ton 
and adjust the weight of the sampled portion to exactly 0.25 
assay-ton. Place in a 20-gram crucible and mix with it 1.2 grams 
of powdered sulphur. Cover this with a mixture of 16 grams of 
sodiiun carbonate, 240 grams of litharge, and S grams of silica; 
but do not mix with the sulphur and copper, which should be 
allowed to remain in the bottom of the crucible. Cover with salt 
or flux muture and place in a hot muffle so that the charge will 
begin to melt in six or eight minutes. The fusions should be 
quiet and ready to pour in twenty-five or thirty minutes. 

If a salt cover is used the lead buttons should weigh about 
32 grams; -if a flux cover is used they may be somewhat smaller. 
With a properly conducted assay the buttons are soft enough 
for du-ect cupeLation; but the cupels are quite green. If the 
■ assayer prefers, the buttons may be made up to 50 or 60 grams 
with test lead and scorified in a 3-inch scoriSer to further elimin- 
ate the copper. After cupellation the beads are weighed and 

* An "All-Fire" Method for the Assay of Gold and Silver in Blister 
Copper, W. G. Perkins, Trans. A.I.M.E., 33, p. 670. 
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parted as usual. It is well to make four fusions, and to combine 
the beads, two and two, for parting. 

Rguares. — As soon as the sulphur melts it combines with 
the copper to form a matte. This matte is later decomposed 
and most of its copper is oxidized and slagged by the litharge 
of the charge. The fusions melt down very quietly, almost 
without boiling, and with a short period of fusion the crucibles 
are not badly attacked. The final temperature need not be 
higher than a good bright red or full yellow. The slag is heavy 
but very fluid, and should not contain any lead shot. 

The method gives results in gold equal to the scorification 
method; but, as in any method using high litharge, the silver is 
apt to be somewhat low. 

Nitric Add Combinatioa Method."' — Sample down the finely 
ground bullion on a split sampler in such a way as to obtain a 
sample of about 1 assay-t«n which will include the proper propor- 
tion of the finer and coarser parts of the borings. This sampling 
must be conducted carefully as the precious metal content of the 
finer portion differs somewhat from that of the coarser portion 
of the sample. Portions " dipped " from the sample bottle or 
from the sample spread out on paper are likely to contain undue 
amounts of coarse or of fine. 

Weigh out two portions of copper borings of 1 assay-ton each, 
and carry the assay through, on each portion, as follows : 

Place in a No. 5 beaker, add 100 c.c. of distilled water and 
90 c.c. HNOj, sp. gr. 1.42, the latter being added in portions of 
30 c.c. each, at intervals of about one hour. When all is in solu- 
tion, precipitate a small amount of silver chloride with salt solu- 
tion in order to collect the gold, filter through double filter papers 
and wash the filter papers free from copper. To the filtrate add 
the calculated amount of salt solution to precipitate all the silver 
and a slight excess, measuring the solution with a burette and 
varying the amount added with the richness of the bullion. Allow 
to stand over night after stirring well. Filter the silver chloride 
through double papers, wash papers free from copper, then 
sprinkle 5 grams of test lead in the filter paper and fold into a 
2§-inch Bartlett-shape scorifier, the bottom of which is lined 
with sheet lead. To this add also the filter papers containiog 

* Procedure kindly supplied by Mr. D. H. Greenwood, Chief Chemist, 
for the United States Metola Refining Compaay, Cbrome, N. J. 
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the gold. Dry and ignite the filter papers caretully, cover with 
35 grams of test lead and a little borax-gla^s, and scorify at a 
low heat so that the resultant button will weigh about 12 grams. 
Cupels should be feathered nicely. Cupels should be made of 
60-mesh bone-ash and should be of medium hardness. Weigh 
the bead and part. Anneal and we^ the gold. The two results 
on gold should check within 0.02 ounce per ton, and the silver 
within 1 per cent. 

The nitric acid combination method has for a long time been 
the standard for the determination of silver in copper bullion. 
In laboratories where many such determinations are made, a 
number of most ingenious labor-saving devices have been devel- 
oped. For a description of these the student is referred to two 
papers* by Edward Keller. 

The nitric acid combination method is recognized as giving 
low results in gold. Van Liewf attributes this to the solution 
of the gold m the mbcture of nitrous and nitnc acids present. 
He found a loss of 33.7 per cent of gold, on treating gold leaf with 
a mixture of nitrous and nitric acids for two and a half hours. 
He gives a method of slow solution in cold dilute acid which re- 
duces this loss to a minimum. 

Various attempts to overcome this difficulty have been made 
but none have been completely successful. 

The unconnected silver results obtained by this method are 
from 1.5 to 4 per cent low, according to the amount of silveir 
contained, and unless this loss is taken into account, it is certain 
to cause a great deal of uncertainty in the statistics of the smelts 
ing industry. 

Kellerl recommends the following method for determinii^ the 
slag and cupel loss. The slag and cupels are crushed, ground 
and thoroughly mixed. The whole or an aliquot part is fused 
in G crucibles with the following chai^ : 

Slag and cupels 200 grams 

Sodium carbonate 70 " 

Borax 70 " 

Flour 10 " 

* Labor-saving Devices in the Works Laboratory, Trans. A.I.M.E., S6, p. 
3(1906); 41, p. 786(1910). 

t Eng. and Min. Jour. 69, p. 496 et seq. 

t Recent AmericBn Progreaa in the Assay of Copper Bullion, Trans. 
A.LM.E., 46, p. 782. 
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The resulting lead buttons are scorified and cupeled. Keller 
states that it is necessary to reduce practically all of the lead in 
the slag and cupels in order to obtain full recovery of the silver 
and gold. 

Mercury-Sulphur Add Method. — The copper bullion sample, 
, which has been ground to pass a IS-mesh screen, is first separated 
into two portions by means of a 40-me8h screen, and each por- 
tion is weighed. As the precious-metal content of the fine differs 
somewhat from that of the coarse portion, it is important to in- 
clude a proper proportion of each in the sample taken for assay. 
Calling " C " the we%ht of the coarse and " F " the weight of 

29.166 
the fine, weigh out F grams of coarse and make up the re- 

c '■ 

mainder of the assay-ton with fine. Transfer to an 800 c.c. 
beaker, add 30 c.c. of water and 10 c.c. of mercury nitrate solu- 
tion (Hg 0.2^). Shake the beaker until the copper is thoroughly 
amalgamated, then add 100 c.c. of strong sulphuric acid, cover 
the beaker and place on the hot plate and heat until the copper 
is all dissolved. This will take from one to two hours accord- 
ing to the temperature and the state of division of the sample. 
The apparent boiling of the liquid during this time is only bubbling 
and is due to the evolution of sulphur dioxide gas. This com- 
pleted, the supernatant liquid assumes a dark green color, finally 
chaining to a light grayish-blue, which is the indication of the 
finishing point. 

Remove the beaker and allow to cool. The contents will 
be a semi-liquid sludge. When this is cool, add about 100 c.c. of 
cold water and mix, then add 400 c.c. of boiling water and stir 
until the copper sulphate dissolves. Add sufficient salt solution 
to precipitate all of the mercury and silver present. With 100 
milL^ams of silver and 0.25 grams of mercury, 30 c.c. of a solu- 
tion containing 19 grams pf NaCl per liter is sufficient. Any 
material excess should be avoided. 

Boil the solution to coagulate the silver chloride, remove from 
the hot-plate, dilute to 600 c.c. with cold water and allow to 
cool. Filter through double filter papers, wash the beaker and 
' filter with hot water. Finally wipe the inside of the beaker with 
filter paper and add this to the material in the filter. Thorough 
washing of the filter is not necessary. 
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Transfer the wet filter and its contents to a 2^-iDch scorifier 
which has been glazed on the inside by melting litharge in it 
and pouring away the excess. 

Bum off the filter paper at a low temperature, preferably in a 
closed oven which may be heated to, say 175" C This chars the 
paper slowly without danger of loss of silver. 

When the paper is consumed, add 30 grams of test lead and 
scorify; pour so as to obtain a 12-^raDi button, cupel as usual 
to produce feather litharge, weigh the gold and silver bead and 
part with dilute nitric acid. 

The mercury solution mentioned above is made by dissolving 
32.5 grams of mercury nitrate in a liter of water. This makes a 
solution containing approximately 25 grams of mercury per liter. 
It should be noted that with comparatively pure copper the 
amount of mercury nitrate may be reduced, while with copper 
high in sulphur an increase in the amount of mercury nitrate 
will be required. 

The object of adding mercury is to secure an easy solution of 
the copper in sulphuric acid. If the copper is treated directly 
without previous amalgamation, it is very difficult to dissolve 
it in sulphuric acid. In fact a considerable portion of it will 
remain insoluble, partly in the form of sulphide of copper. If, 
on the other hand, the copper be amalgamated, solution pro- 
ceeds smoothly until practically all of the copper is dissolved. 
When the bullion is low in precious metals, say less than 50 ounces 
per ton, no silver dissolves in the sulphuric acid. No gold dis- 
solves whatever the grade. If the bulhon is very rich in silver 
a little of the latter may dissolve in the acid. 

The assays should be made in duplicate or triplicate, and 
the average results reported. Differences in silver seldom ex- 
ceed 0.2 ounce; the gold results are usually exactly the same. 
The sulphuric acid used should be chemically pure and full 
strength (1.84 sp. gr.}. 

The mercury-sulphuric acid combination method gives silver 
results equal to the nitric acid combination method and superior 
to the all-fire, or scorification method. When the scorification 
and cupellation losses of each method are taken into account the 
gold results obtained by the mercury-sulphuric acid and the scor- 
ification methods are substantially identical. The mercury- 
sulphuric acid combination method is now generally accepted 
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as standard for gold and is fast coming to be considered standard 
for silver as well. 

If the copper ia not all dissolved, as is sometimes the ease, 
particularly with very impure bullion, this method may give high 
sOver results, due to tbe possibility of some copper being re- 
tained in the silver bead. 

THE ASSAY OF DORE BULLION. 

This method is the one generally adopted by assayers in this 
country, and may alao be used for the assay of silver bullion. A 
better method for the accurate determination of silver in dor4 
or silver bullion is probably the Gay-Lussac or salt titration, 
also known as the mint method. This lat«r method requires 
considerable equipment and preparation, and for this reason the 
occasional assay is more easQy performed by fire methods. 

The Check. — In order to correct for the inevitable losses in 
cupeling as well as for any other errors in the assay, silver, dor^, 
and gold bullions are always run with a check. This check or 
" proof center " is a synthetic sample made up of known weights 
of pure silver, gold and copper, to approximate as closely as 
possible the composition of the bullion to be assayed. It is 
cupeled at the same time and under the same conditions as the 
r^ular assays, and whatever gain or loss it suffers is added as a 
correction to the r^ular assay. To obtain data to make up the 
check a preliminary assay is made. This gives the approximate 
composition of the bullion. 

Preliminary Assay. — A sample of 500 milligrams of bullioo, 
or as nearly this amount as possible, is weighed out on the assay 
balance, and the exact weight recorded. This is compactly 
wrapped in 6 or 8 grams of lead foil and cupeled in a small cupel 
with feather crystals of litharge. The cupel should be pushed 
back in the muffle for the last two or three minutes, to ensure 
the removal of the last of the lead. After the play of colors 
has ceased it should be drawn toward the front of the muffle and 
then covered with a very hot cupel to prevent sprouting. It is 
then removed gradually from the muffle and when it is cool the 
bead is cleaned, we^hed and parted in the ordinary manner. 
The gold will require more than the ordinary amount of washing, 
on accoimt of tbe large quantity of silver present. 
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If the cupeling has been properly conducted it will be fair 
to assume a lose of 1 per cent of eilver in determining the approxi- 
mate silver. The weight of gold may be taken as approximately 
correct. The sum of the weights of approximate gold and silver 
is subtracted from the weight of bullion taken to obtain the amount 
of base metal. This will usually be copper, but the assayer 
should be able to determine what it is from the appearance- of the 
bullion and the cupel. 

Final Assay. — Three portions of approximately 500 milligrams 
are weighed accurately and wrapped in the proper amount of 
lead foil as shown by the following table in which the impurity 
is a^imied to be copper. 

TABLE XXVI. 
Lead Ratio in Cufbllation. 





Wt.otl«d 


flnaiHolAu. + Ag. 


Wt.oll«d 


950 
900 
860 

800 


8 
10 " 


750 
700 
650 
600 


13 

15 



Two checks are made up with C. P. silver and proof gold, equal 
to the approximate silver and gold found by the preliminary 
assay, and the necessary amount of copper or other base metal. 
Theae are wrapped up in the same amount of sheet lead as was 
used for the bullion. The lead for these assays is best cut into 
equal-sized rectangles with proportions approximately IJ inches 
by 2j inches, and twisted into the shape of little cornucopias 
with the bottoms folded up. The bullion and metals going to 
make up the check are transferred to these directly from the 
scale-pans, and are then folded over and made into compact 
bundles. 

The cupels are placed in a row across the muffle, and when 
they are hot, the buttons are dropped quickly into them with 
the checks in the second and fourth cupels. They should be 
cupeled at a low temperature so that plentiful crystals of lithai^ 
are obtained all around the buttons, but toward the end the 
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temperature Bbould be increased to make sure of driving off the 
last of the lead. 

The beads are cleaned, weighed ajid parted, and the gold is 
weighed. The per cent loss of gold and silver is determined and 
a corresponding correction made to the weights of gold and silver 
found. From these figures the fineness in both gold and silver is 
determined. The gold should check within 0.1 part and the sil- 
ver within 0.5 parts. 

NoU»; 1. When the dor£ containe antimony the samples are weighed 
into 2.5-iiich soorifiere with 30 grama of test lead. Proofs are made up ac- 
cording to the preliminary assay. All are scorified in the same muffle at the 
same time. Should the weight of these lead buttons vary over a gram, they 
are made up to the same weight with lead fod before cupeling. The assay 
is carried on from this point as if no impurities had been present. 

2. When the dot6 contains bismuth, selenium or tellurium, three 
one-half gram portions are weighed out into 2i-inch scorifiers with forty 
grams of test lead and scorified, and the lead buttons are flattened out into 
sheets about 3 inches square. These sheets of lead are disBolved in about 
200 c.c, of dilute HNOi (1-3) and the solutions are boiled to expel all red 
fumes. They are then diluted t« 400 c.c, filtered through triple-folded IS 
cm. filters, and the precipitate is washed once. To the filtrate is added suf- 
ficient NaCl solution te precipitate all the silver. The solutions are heated 
to boiling and allowed to stand over night. The silver chloride is filtered off 
through 15 cm. filters and the precipitate is washed only once. The two filter 
papers are placed in a 2)-inch lead-lined scorifier, dried and burned in an oven, 
then covered with 30 grams of test lead and scorified. When the scorifiers 
have entirely closed over, the muffle door is closed and the beat raised. When 
hot, the fusions are poured and the lead buttons treated exactly as those 
from bullion containing antimony. 

3. If the silver fineness of the dorS is not three or more times greater 
than the gold fineness, another set of assays must be run with the addition of 
sufficient proof silver to allow for parting. 

Instead of attempting to prevent sprouting by covering with a 
hot cupel, the student may try the following little-known method, 
first described by Aaron.* After brightening, the cupel is drawn 
to the front of the muffle and gently tapped on one side with the 
tongs. At the instant when the bead cea^s to vibrate in response 
to the taps, by which is indicated the beginning of solidification, 
it is pushed back into the hottest part of the muffle and left for 
about a minute. After this it may be entirely withdrawn and will 
not sprout, being solid all through, as ebown by a " dimple " in 
ita surface, caused by contraction. 

• Assaying Gold and Silver Ores, p. 67. 
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On being drawn to the front of the muffle, the cupel is cooled, 
and as the bead begins to solidify it is pushed back where the heat 
thrown down on it prevents the surface from solidifying, or melts 
it again. The partially cooled cupel, absorbing the heat, causes 
the bead to solidify from below and thus the gas is allowed to 
escape quietly. 

UiriTED STATES HINT ASSAY OF GOLD BULLION. 

Preliminary Assay. Assay for Bases. — To determine the ap- 
proximate composition of the bullion a preliminary assay is made. 
A sample of 1000 millidmes (500 mg.) is weighed out, wrapped in 
five grams of lead foil, and cupeled. The weight of the bullion 
taken, less the weight of the bead obtained, gives the base met- 

The bead now consiats of gold and silver, the approximate 
relative proportions of which must be determined. This may be 
done by adding silver, cupeling and parting, or by touchstone. 
This latter method is used at the Government Assay Offices 
and Mints. The touchstone method consists in rubbing the 
sample on a piece of black jasper and comparii^ the mark with 
marks made by alloy shps, " needles," of known composition. 
The needles range from 500 to 1000 fine and are 20 points apart. 
This gives the fineness within 2 per cent, which is close enoi^h 
to show how much silver to add in order to inquart the main 
assay and to make up the check or proof center. 

Final Assay. — The final assay is usually made by two aasayers, 
each working on one of the chip or drill samples. In the case of 
a small bar, each makes one assay, while in the ca^e of a large 
bar each assayer makes two or more assays. The balance used 
for the assay is usually adjusted so that a deviation of the 
needle of 1 division on the ivory scale amounts to some simple 
fraction of the weights used. Thus, at one assay office a deviation 
of the swing of 1 division on the ivory scale amounts to 0. 1 mg. = 
0.2 millidmea. With this adjustment it is not necessary to make 
so miany trials with the rider to get the final weight, nor is it 
necessary to weigh out exactly an even half gram of bulhon for 
the assay. Instead we weigh out 1000 ± 3 divisions on the 
ivory scale, record the difference, and make a corresponding cor- 
rection when the gold cornet is weighed. 
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Aa stated above the weight of bullion taken for each assay is 
1000 milliSmeB. To this is added sufficient silver to make the 
ratio of silver to gold 2 to 1, and the whole is wrapped up in 5 
or 6 grams of lead foil. The lead foil pieces are all cut to exact 
size, about 1} inches by 2J inches, and rolled up into the shape 
of a cornucopia with the bottom pinched in. The buUion is 
poured directly into these from the scale-pan. The silver is 
added in the form of discs made, for convenience, in four or five 
different sibcs. These discs are punched out of sheets carefully 
rolled to gage, so that the punchings will weigh exactly even tens 
and himdreds in the gold weight system. If the bullion contains 
DO copper it is advisable to add about 30 milli^mes. This copper 
may be alloyed with the silver used for parting. 

One or more proofs of pure gold weighing usually 900 milli^mes 
(0.450 gram) are also weighed and made up to the 2 to 1 ratio, 
and copper is added to approximate that in the bullion. These 
are wrapped in the same quantity of lead foil as the bullion, and 
one or more are run in each row of cupels in the muffle. The 
lead packets are pressed into spherical shape with pliers specify 
designed for the purpose. 

The lead packets are put in order as prepared in the numbered 
compartments of a wooden tray and taken to the furnace room 
where they are cupeled in a rather hot muffle. The cupels are 
surrounded by a row of extra cupels so that the temperature may 
be kept as uniform aa possible for all the assays. The cupels 
are withdrawn while the beads are still Quid. With a 2 to 1 
ratio of silver to gold, and with copper present, there is no danger 
of sprouting. 

The beads are removed from the cupels by means of pliers and 
carefully cleaned from all adhering bone-ash. They are then 
placed on a special anvil and flattened by a middle blow and two 
end blows with a heavy polished hammer. They are then an- 
nealed at a dull red heat and passed twice through the rolls which 
are adjusted each time, so that after the second passage they are 
about 2i inches long by i inch wide, and about as thick as an or- 
dmary visiting card. It is important that the fillets be all of the 
same size and thickness and that they have smooth edges. They 
are then reannealed and each one is numbered on one end with 
small steel dies to correspond with the number of the assay, 
after which they are rolled up into " comets " or spirals between 
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the finger and thumb, with the number outeide. It is important 
that an even space be left between all turns of the spiral, in order 
that the acid shall have easy access to all parts of the gold. 

The comets are parted in platinum thimbles, which are sup- 
ported in a platiniun basket, and the whole is placed in a platinum 
vessel containing boiling nitric acid of 32° B. (Sp. Gr. 1.28). 
They are boiled for ten minutes and then transferred to another 
vessel containing acid of the same strength and boiled ten min- 



Ci 



Fta. 51. — Stages in preparing bead for partii^ in gold bullion assay, (a) bead 
(b) after flattening (e) fillet (d) comet before parting (e) comet after 
parting and annealing. 

ut«s longer. The basket, with its coQt«nt8 is then washed by 
dipping it, vertically in and out, in three changes of distilled 
water. It is now drained, dried, and annealed, usually in the 
muffle. 

The variouB stages in the conversion of the bead to the parted 
comet are shown in Fig. 51. 

When cold, the comets are ready to be weighed. The gold 
should be entirely in one piece, and the original numbers easily 
discernible on the parted cornets. The proofs are weighed first 
and the corrections applied to the we^t of the other cometa. 
\ The proofs always show a slight gain in weight. The correction 
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thus determined is termed the " surcharge," and is really the 
algebraic eum of all the gains and losses. 

When more than fourteen comets are parted at one time the 
lot is given a preliminary three minute treatment in an extra 
lot of acid, followed by the two regular ten minute boilings. 

The .purpose of the copper which is added to the assays is to 
render the button tough and permit of ite being rolled out into 
a smooth-edged fillet. Without the copper, the fillet is apt to 
crack in rolling, or to come through with a ragged edge which 
might give rise to a loss in parting. The action of copper in 
this case is probably due to its effect in aiding in the removal 
of the last of the lead in cupeUng.* The time required for cupella- 
tion is approximately twelve minutes. 

* Rose. Trans. Inst. Min. Met., 14, p. fiiS. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE ASSAY OF SOLDTIOHS. 

A large variety of methods for the assay of gold- and ailver- 
bearing solutions have been published in the technical press, 
and quite a number of these have been adopted by assayers. 
These methods may be classified as follows : 

1. Methods involving evaporation tn lead trays with subse- 
quent cupellation, or scorification and cupellation, of the tray 
and contents. 

2. Methods involving evaporation with litharge and other 
fluxes, followed by a crucible fusion and cupellation. 

3. Methods in which the precious metals are precipitated and 
either cupeled directly, or first fused or scorified and then cupeled. 

4. Electrolytic methods in which the precious metals are de- 
posited directly on cathodes of lead foil, which are later wrapped 
up with the deposit and cupeled. 

5. Colorimetric 'methods (for gold only) all of which depend 
upon obtaining the " purple of Cassius" color which may be 
compared with proper standards. 

Evaporatioii in Lead Tray. — This method is a good one for 
rich, neutral solutions containing only salts of the precious metals. 
A tray of suitable size is made by turning up the edges of a piece 
of lead foil. If many of these assays are to be made it is well 
to have a wooden block as a form on which the trays "may be 
shaped. A tray 2 by 2 inches and f inch deep is about right 
to hold 1 assay-ton of solution. 

Having made a tray which will not leak, the asaayer adds the 
solution and carefully evaporates it to prevent spattering. The 
tray is then folded into a compact mass and dropped into a hot 
cupel. 

Among the disadvantages of the method are the following: 
It do^ not permit of the use of a lat^c quantity of solution, 
and therefore is suited only to rich solutions. If the solutions 
are acid they will corrode the tray, and if they contain salts 
other than those of gold and silver these will interfere with cupel- 
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lation. As both AuCl* and KAu{CN)j are volatile at modemte 
temperatures, many asaayers do not consider the method a re- 
liable one for solutions of these salts on accotmt of the possibility 
of loss of gold. 

Evaporation wifli Litharge. — (First' Method)." A measured 
quantity of the solution is placed in a porcelain evaporating 
dish and from 30 to 60 grams of litharge is sprinkled over the sur- 
face. The mixture is allowed to evaporate at a gentle heat to 
prevent both spitting and baking of the residue. When dry the 
residue is scraped out, mixed with suitable fluxes, transferred to 
a crucible and fused in the ordinary manner. The last portions 
remaining on the dish may be removed by means of a small 
piece of slightly moistened filter paper which is afterwards added 
to the charge. 

Some assayers add a little fine silica and charcoal with the 
lithai^. The soluble constituents of a (»^cible chaise, soda and 
borax, should not be added to the solution as they form a hard 
cake which is difficult to remove from the dish. The most im- 
portant point in the process is the proper control of the tempera- 
ture. If this is right, there will be no spattering and the dry 
residue will come away from the dish practically clean, after 
it has been pried up with the point of a spatula. 

Evaporation with Lithai^e. — (Second Method). A measured 
amount of solution is evaporated to a smaU volume in a porcelain 
or enameled iron dish, without the addition of any reagents, 
and the concentrated solution is then transferred to a small 
dish of very thin glass, known as a Hoftmeister's dish. The 
solution is evaporated to dryness either with or without litharge, 
and the dish and contents broken up directly into a crucible 
containing the usual fluxes. The assay is finished in the usual 
manner. The advantase of this method lies in the fact that 
there is no chance of losing any of the residue by not properly 
cleaning the dish, as the dish and all are fused. 

The evaporation method, while somewhat long, is the most 
reliable and accurate one known, and is the standard with which 
all other methods are compared. If arrangements are made for 
allowing the evaporation to run over night, the samples taken 
one night may be assayed and reported early next morning. The 
method is adapted to the treatment of solutions in any quantity 
and of almost any character. If the solution contains much sul- 
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phuric acid, the litharge may be converted into lead sulphate, 
wliich is not suited either to act as a flux or to provide lead for 
a collecting agent. A fusion made on such a substance with a 
carbonaceous reducing a^ent, will give either no button at all, 
or a button of matte. The reaction between lead sulphate and 
carbon is as follows: 

PbSO, + 2C = PbS + 2C0*. 

If the solution is one of AuCU, a little charcoal should be added 
durii^ the evaporation, to ensure the reduction and precipitation 
of the gold, as in this way we avoid the danger of loss of gold by 
volatilization as the chloride. The gold, being precipitated on 
the charcoal, is in the best possible position to be alloyed with 
the lead which will be reduced by the carbon. 

Prec^itation by Zinc and Lead Acetate. The Chiddey Method. 
— (For Cyanide Solutions). This method, which was first de- 
scribed by Alfred Chiddey* is suitable for both gold and silver and 
is used almost exclusively in this country for the assay of cyanide 
solutions. It works equally well on strong or wealt, foul or pure 
solutions, and almost any quantity may be taken. Many changes 
of detail have been su^ested and innumerable modifications 
of the original process have been described in the technical press. 
The following method has been found satisfactory: 

Take from 1 to 20 assay-tons of solution in a beaker or evaporat- 
ing dish, and heat. Add 10 or 20 c.c. of a 10 per cent solution 
of lead acetate containing 40 c.c. of acetic acid per liter. Then 
add I or 2 grams of fine zinc shavings rolled lightly into a ball. 
The gold, silver and lead will immediately commence to precipi- 
tate on the zinc. At first the solution may become cloudy but 
will soon clear as more of the lead is precipitated. Heat, but not 
to boiling, until thejead is well precipitated. This usually takes 
about twenty or twenty-five minutes. Then add slowly (about 
5 c.c. at a time), 20 c.c. hydrochloric acid (1.12 sp. gr.), to dissolve 
the excess zinc. Continue heating until eifervescence stops. It 
is often found that action ceases while there is still some undis- 
solved zinc remaining. This is entirely covered and thus pro- 
tected from the acid by the spongy lead. To be sure that all 
the zinc is dissolved, feel of the sponge with a stirring rod and 
drop a little hydrochloric acid from a pipette directly on it. 
* Eag. and Min. Jour., 76, p. 473, (1903). 
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As soon as the zinc is dieeolved decant off the solution and wash 
the sponge two or three times with tap water. Next, moisten 
the fingers arid press the sponge, which shoiild be all in one piece, 
into a compact mass. Dry by squeezing between pieces of soft 
filter paper or by placing on a piece of lead foil and rolling with 
a piece of large glass tubing. Finally roll into a ball with lead 
foil, puncture to allow for escape of steam, add silver for parting, 
and place in a hot cupel. 

As soon as the zinc is dissolved the assay should be removed 
from the heat, and the sponge removed. If this is not done the 
lead will start to dissolve and the sponge will soon break up. 
Washing by decantation and manipulation with the fingers may 
appear crude, but after a little practice the operator becomes so 
proficient that there is practically no chance of losing any of the 
lead. 

If any considerable amount of water is left the assay will spit 
in the cupel. To avoid this danger some assayers dry the assays 
on the steam table before cupeling. Any zinc left will also prob- 
ably cause spitting. Chiddey recommends placing a piece of diy 
pine wood in the mouth of the mufQe immediately after charging 
the cupels, probably with the idea that this aids in preventing 
spitting when some zinc has been left undissolved. When work- 
ing with small quantities of solutions it is best to add water oc- 
casionally to maintain a volume of at least 100-150 c.c. The 
secret of keeping the lead from breaking up is not to allow the 
solution to come to a boil at any stage of the procedure.^ 

Zinc dust is used by many chemists in place of zinc shavings, 
a small amount being added on the end of a spatula. Many 
chemists agree that half a gram is sufficient. 

WiUiam H. Barton* suggests the addition of a small piece 
of aluminum foil dropped into the solution after the hydrochloric 
acid is added, to prevent the dissolving of the lead and the con- 
sequent breaking lip of the sponge by the hydrochloric acid after 
the zinc is all dissolved. 

T. P. Holtt recommends the substitution of a square of alu- 
minum foil for the zinc. The lead sponge b removed fipm the 
aluminum with a rubber-tipped stirring rod. Care must.be taken 
to use a sufficiently thick sheet of aluminum (1/16 inch does 

• Wfestem Cbemiat and MetaUui^t, 4, p. 67, (1908). 
t Min. and Sci. Press, 100, p. 863, (1910). ' ' ' 
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well), to prevent small pieces becoming detached. These would 
remain with the lead sponge and might cause the cupels to spit. 

Predpltfttton as Sulphide.* — Acidify 5 or 10 assay-tons of 
solution with HCl and heat to boiling. While tt is boiling add a 
solution containing 2 grams of lead acetate and pass in a current 
of hydrogen sulphide until all the lead is precipitated. Allow 
to cool somewhat, still passing in HjS, then filter and dry. Col- 
lect the gold and silver with lead, either by a crucible fusion or a 
scorification assay. The method is said to be quick, accurate 
and economical. 

PredpitatioQ by Cement Copper, t — To 8 assay-tons of the 
solution add a few cubic centimeters of sulphuric acid, and 1 
gram of finely divided cement copper. Heat to boiling and boil 
ten minutes. Filter through a strong 7-inch paper and place on 
the drained filter one-third of a crucible charge of mixed flux. 
Place the filter in a crucible containing another third of a chai^ 
of flux, and cover with the final third. Fuse and cupel as usual. 
The filter itself furnishes the reducing agent for the assay. If 
cement copper is not available, a solution of copper sulphate 
may be added, together with a small piece of aluminum foil. 
Boil until all the copper is precipitated and add the remaining 
aluminum foil to the fusion. This modification takes more time 
than the first. 

Precipitation by Silver Nitrate.t — (For Gold in Cyanide Solu- 
tions). Add an excess of silver nitrate solution which will cause 
the gold and silver to precipitate as an auric-argentic-cyanide. 
Allow the precipitate to settle, filter throi^h a thin paper, and 
wash several times. Dry the filter and either scorify with test 
lead or fuse in a crucible with litharge and the regular fluxes. 
The method gives fairly good results with solutions not too low in 
gold. With solutions very low in gold the precipitation of the 
gold is not perfect. 

Precipitation by a Copper Salt.§ — (For Cyanide Solutions Only) . 
Add to 1 liter of solution in a 2-liter flask 26 c.c. of a 10 per cent 
solution of copper sulphate, then add 5 to 7 c.c. of concentrated 

' Henry Watson, Eng. and Min. Jour., 66, p. 753, (1898). 
t Albert Arents, TraDS. A.I.M.E., 34, p. 184. 

t Andrew F. Crosa, Jour. Chem. Met. and Min. Soc. of South Africa, 
1, p. 28, and 3, p. 1. 

} A. Whitby, Jour. Chem. Met. and Min. Soo. of South Africa, S, p. 6. 
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hydrochloric acid and lastly 10 to 20 c.c. of a 10 per cent solu- 
tioQ of Bodium sulphite. Shake vigorously for at lea^t two min- 
utes, then filter, dry, and fuse the filter and precipitate in the 
usual way. With weak solutions it is best to bring up the 
strength by the addition of cyanide before adding the copper 
salt. The gold and silver are carried down by the precipitate 
of cuprous cyanide formed. Assays may be completed in three 
hours, and the results are said to be good on both low- and high- 
grade solutions. 

The Electrol3ftic Assay of Cyanide Solutions. — The following 
method is abstracted from the Journal of the Chemical, Metal- 
lurgical and Mining Society of South Africa* in which is described 
the method and installation used at the , Kleinfontein Group 
Central Administration Assay Offices. 

Ten-assay-ton samples of the solution to be assayed are placed 
in No. 3 beakers, which are held in a frame, and electrolyzed 
with a current of 0.1 ampere. The anodes used consist of ordin- 
ary A-incb *'"<' lamp carbons which are held in position in the 
center of each beaker by suitable clamps. They are arranged 
so that they may be lifted out of the solution when no current is 
passing. The cathodes are made from strips of ordinary assay 
lead foil 2^ by 9 inches, with the lower edge coarsely serrated 
to allow for circulation of the solution. To connect with the 
battery a J-inch strip is almost severed from one end of the foil, 
and turned upward to make a terminal. The two ends of the 
lead are brought together and connected by folding the edges, 
makii^ a cylinder about 3 inches in diameter. 

The time required for the complete deposition of the gold is 
four hours, after which the carbons are removed, the lead cathodes 
disconnected and dried on a hot-plate. When dry, they are 
folded into a compact mass and cupeled. 

With weak solutions a small quantity of cyanide should be 
added in order to decrease the resistance and thus accelerate 
the deposition of the precious metals. The author reports no 
difficulty in obtaining a complete and adherent deposit of the 
gold, which separates as a bright yellow deposit. 

This, of course, was the only metal worked for on the Rajid, 
but there seems to be no reason why silver as well as gold cannot 
be determined by this method. 

•Vol. 13, p. 90. C. Crichton. 
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The principal advantage of the method lies in the small amount 
of actual personal attention required. The method works as 
well for a 20 assay-ton sample a,s for one of 10 assay-tons. The 
time required for the deposition of the gold is somewhat longer 
than for some of the precipitation methods and this appears to 
be the principal disadvantage of the process. 

Colorimetric Methods. — (For Gold only). Several attempts 
have been made to adapt the " Purple of Cassius " test to the 
estimation of gold in chloride and cyanide solutions. So far as 
the author is aware, none of the methods have beeen adopted as 
practical assay laboratory methods in this country. They were 
used for a time in one or two South African plants, but have 
never come into' great favor. The two most promising methods 
were described by Henry R. Cassel (Eng. and Min. Jour. 76 
p. 661} and James Moir (Proc. Chem. Met. and Min. Soc. of 
South Africa, 4, p. 298), and to those or^pnal articles the inter- 
ested reader is referred. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
THE LEAD ASSAY. 

The fire assay for lead consists of a reducii^ fusion with iron, ■ 
fluxes, and some carbonaceous reducing agent, and is conducted 
much aa is the iron-nail assay for gold and silver ores, except, 
of course, that no lithai^ or other lead-bearing flux is added. 
The object of the fusion is to reduce and collect all of the lead 
in a button free from other elements. 

Lead Ores. — Lead ores are classified by metallurgists as 
oxidized or sulphide ores, also as pure or impure ores. The 
oxidized ores contain the lead principally in the form of carbon- 
ate, occasionally as sulphate and rarely as oxide or in combina^ 
tion with phosphorous, molybdenum, vanadium, chromium, etc. 
The corresponding lead minerals are cerussite, PbCO» (77.6 per 
cent Pb), anglesite PbSOj (68.3 per cent Pb), minium PbiO^ 
(90.6 per cent Pb), pyromorphite PbjCl (;P0,)3 (75.6 per cent 
Pb), vanadinite 3Pbi{V04)2 PbClj (72.4 per cent Pb) and wulfen- 
ite PbMoO* (56.5 per cent Pb). The most important sulphide 
lead minerals are galena PbS (86.6 per cent Pb) jamesonite 
PbjSb^ (50.8 per cent Pb) and boumonite PbCuSbS, (42.5 per 
cent Pb). The principal associated minerals are argentite, py- 
rite, chalcopyrite, sphalerite, stibnite, quartz, calcite and dol- 
omite, as well as the oxidation compounds of the above sul- 
phides. Impure ores, from the aeaayer's point of view, are those 
containing more or less arsenic, antimony, bismuth, copper, 
zinc, and other rarer metals which interfere with the lead assay. 

Besides ores, the assayer may have brought to him various 
furnace products such as lithai^e, slag, matte, flue dust and cu- 
pel bottom. 

The fire assay for lead is not as accurate as a carefully made 
wet determination, but it is so simple, inexpensive and rapid 
that for a long time it served to govern the purchase and sale 
of all lead ores. Today it is still largely used by the smelters 
and others for the assay of pure ores, althoi^h for ores contain- 
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ing such base metal impurities as antimony, copper, zinc, etc., 
the wet method is usually preferred. The results of the fire-assay 
may be either lower or h^her than the actual lead content, de- 
pending on the nature and quantity of the other minerals present 
in the ore. 

Pure ores give low results owing to losses of lead by volatiliza- 
tion and slagging. Both the sulphide and the oxide of lead are 
volatile at moderate temperatures and for this reason great care 
must be taken to maintain the lowest temperature consistent 
with a proper decomposition of these minerals, during the early 
part of the assay. Lead oxide begins to volatilize at about 
SOO'' C, and the loss due to this cause is rapid at lOW. Lead 
sulphide is more easily volatilized than the oxide. In a neutral 
or reducing atmosphere Doeltz* found that at 860° C, it lost 
18 per cent in an hour, while at 950° it vaporized at the rate of 
45 per cent per hour. Lead compounds, particularly the oxide, 
also tend to pass into the slag and this tendency is increased by 
the presence of zinc, and to some extent by arsenic and antimony. 

Impure ores containing arsenic, antimony, bismuth and copper 
usually give high results, as these metals are partly or whoUy 
reduced and pass into the lead button. 

Quantity of Ore and Reagents Used. — The amount of ore 
used is generally 10 grams, occasionally 5 grams. With low- 
grade ores 20, 25, or more grams may be used. The reagents 
used are the alkali carbonates, borax-glass, some reducing 
agent, usually argols or flour, and occasionally sulphur. Iron 
in some form is always used. It may be in the form of 
nails or spikes, or coiled wire, or the crucible itself may be of 
iron, and in this ease will be used over and over again until worn 
out, A very satisfactory way of introducii^ iron is to use a 
rail- or boat-spike 2^ or 3 inches long, and about 4 ^^ through. 
In this assay it is customary to use a mixture of sodium and po- 
tassium carbonates, as the mixture fuses at a lower temperature 
than either one alone. The alkali carbonates act as fluxes for the 
siUca, and serve to give a basic slag which is necessary in this 
assay. Usually two or three times as much alkaline carbonate 
as ore is taken. Borax-^lass acts as a flux for the metallic oxides, 
for limestone and the other alkaline earths. From one-half to 
twice as much borax-glass as ore is used. An excess of reducing 
• M^tallurgie, 8, p. 441. 
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agent is always used to maintam the highly reducing character 
of the slag which is required. Sulphur is used when an oxidized 
ore containii^ copper is being assayed. 

In the lead assay it is customary to use a mixed flux called a 
" lead flux." This may be bought already prepared or may be 
made up in the laboratory. Many different formulas are given, 
including the following: 





1 


2 


3 


Sodium carbonate 


12 parts 


4part6 


6.5 parts 


Potassiiun carbonate 


15 " 


4 " 


5.0 " 


Borax-glass 


7 " 


- 


2.5 " 


Borax powdered 


- 


2 " 


- 


Flour 


2 " 


1 " 


2.5 " 



Nos. 1 and 2 are found in use in the Coeur d' Alene lead dis- 
trict where the fire assay for lead has been brought to the highest 
degree of perfection. No. 1 is better for ores having a basic gangue, 
No. 2 for sihceouB ores. No. 3 is perhaps the best of all iot 
general use. 

About 30 grams of flux are intimately mixed with 10 grams 
of ore, one spike or four or five 10-penny nails are inserted and a 
cover of 8 or 10 grams more of flux is added. Very few assayers 
use a cover of salt in the lead assay, on account of the danger 
of the loss of lead as chloride. 

The fusion should always be inade m a muffle furnace owing 
to the better control of temperature available. In fact, the 
secret of the successful fire-assay for lead is largely in the proper 
manipulation and control of the temperature throughout the 
process. 

At first the muffle should be just visibly red and the crucibles 
should be allowed to remain at this temperature for about twenty 
minutes. Then the heat should be gradually raised until fusion 
begins, and kept at this temperature for some time. 

This is necessary owing to the fact that in the early part of 
the assay the charge is in active motion and particles of the 
various lead compounds are continually being brought to the 
surface, where, if the temperature were high, they would suffer 
an appreciable loss by volatilization. When the charge has 
finished boilii^ and most of the lead is reduced and collected in 
the bottom of the crucible there is less danger of loss by volatili- 
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zation, first, because lead itself is not so readily volatUe as are 
some of its compounds, and second, because it is difficult for the 
molecules to migrate through the heavy layer of reducii^ slag 
which covers the lead. 

After the boiling has entirely ceased the temperature is raised 
to the highest heat of the muffle to decompose the lead compounds 
which still remain in the slag. These are principally the silicate 
and the double sulphide of lead and sodium or potassium, and 
require a brigh1>-yellow heat for their complete decomposition. 
The fusion period is finished when the nails can be removed free 
from shots of lead. Sulphide ores require a much longer fusion 
than oxides, owing to the fact that their decomposition is effected 
principally by iron, and therefore time must be allowed for every 
particle of the charge to come into contact with the iron. Oxide 
ores, on the other hand, are decomposed by the carbon of the 
charge and as this is uniformly distributed a much shorter 
time will suffice. Sulphide ores will require from an hour to an 
hour and a half of fusion, oxide ores from three-quarters of an 
hour to an hour. 

Influence of Other Metals on Lead Assay. Silver. — Practi- 
cally all of the silver in an ore is reduced and passes into the lead 
button. If it is present in sufficiently large quantities a correc- 
tion for it may be made, i.e., 291.66 ounces per ton equals 1 percent. 

Gold. — This metal is also reduced and passes into the lead 
button, but it is usually present in such small quantities that it 
may be disregarded. 

Arsenic. — Arsenic is occasionally found in lead ores, usually 
in the form of arsenical iron pyrite. During the assay, part of the 
arsenic is volatilized as metal or as arsenic sulphide but the larger 
part remains in the crucible. Here it usually enters into com- 
bination with the iron, forming speiss. After the contents of 
the crucible has been poived, the arsenic will be found as a hard 
white button on top of the lead, from which it may be removed 
by hammering. Little if any arsenic enters the lead button. 
Under certain conditions, i.e., a long fusion at a low temperature 
with high soda excess, the formation of speiss may be prevent«d. 

Antimony. — This metal is frequently found associated with 
lead, usually, however, only in small amounts. In the assay with 
iron, antimony is reduced and passes into the lead button. But^ 
tons containing antimony are harder and whiter than those from 
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pure lead ores and when they contain much antimony are brittle, 
breaking with a bright crystalline fracture. 

If much antimony is present {over half aa much as the lead) 
an antimony speies will be found lying on top of the button. 

Bismuth. — This metal is rarely found associated with lead ores, 
but if present will be reduced and pass into the lead buttons. 

CoPPKH. — Copper is often found in lead ores in the form of 
chalcopjrite, chalcocite, and oxidized copper compounds. If the 
ore is fully oxidized and a high temperature is employed most of 
the copper will pass into the lead button. If the ore contains 
much pyrite, or sulphur in other forms most of the copper will 
remain as a sulphide and be dissolved in the alkaline slag. A 
button containing copper will be hard and tough and may show 
a reddish tinge. 

Iron. — This metal is often present in lead ores, usually in the 
form of iron pyrite. It goes into the sl^, formii^ either a silicate 
or a double sulphide of iron with sodium or potassium. The lead 
button is practically free from iron. 

Zinc. — Zinc is often found associated with lead in ores, usu- 
ally in the form of the sulphide. During the assay, part of the 
zinc is volatilized and part remains in the slag. Zinc sulphide is 
only decomposed by iron at a very high temperature, so that only 
a very small amount of zinc passes into the lead button. Zinc 
sulphide is practically infusible; it makes the slag thick and pasty, 
find thus, if present in too great proportion, interferes with the 
separation of the lead. 

Procedure. — Assay ores in duplicate, using 10 grams of ore 
and 40 grams of prepared lead fiux. Use a 12- or 15^ram muffie 
crucible. Weigh out first 30 grams of lead flux, place the ore on 
top of this and mix thoroughly with the spatula. Insert a spike 
or nails, point downward, and finally cover with 10 grams more of 
lead flux. Have the mulEe just visibly red and bring up the heat 
very gradually so that after the charges are put m it will take at 
least forty-five minutes to boil them down. Close the door of 
the muffle as soon as the crucibles are in, and after the charges 
are melted place two crucibles partly full of soft coal in the mouth 
of the mufBe just inside of the door, which should be kept as tightly 
closed as possible. Raise the temperature gradually to a bright 
yellow and continue at this temperature until the nails can be 
removed free from lead. 
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Finally take the crucibles from the muffle, using a pair of 
muffle-crucible toDgs, and without settii^ them down quickly 
remove the nails with a large pair of steel forceps, tapping against 
the side of the crucible and washing the nails in the slag to remove 
all adhering lead globules. Then pour into a deep, pointed mold. 
Work as fast as possible to prevent too great chillii^ of the b1^ 
in the crucible before pouring. 

When cool separate the lead from the slag and hammer clean. 
We^h to centigrams and report the results in percentage. Dupli- 
cates should check within 0.2 per cent. 

The slag should be black and glassy. If it is dull, more borax- 
glass should be added. It should pour well from the -crucible 
and immediately after it is poured, the crucible should be exam- 
ined for shots of lead. If these are found it is usually an indication 
of too low a temperature at pouring. 

tfotee: 1. If the ore is an oxide and costaina copper add a gram or 
two of finely pulverized sulphur to the charge to prerest the copper from 
entering the button. 

2. The soft coal is added to ensure reducing conditions in the muffle and it 
may be renewed if necessary. When a muffle is used solely for fusion purposes 
the hole in the back is stopped up, preventing the entrance of so much ait. 

3. The removal of nails and the pouring must be done without a 
jnoment's delay as the charges are small and cool rapidly. 

4. If the ore contains much silver the button should be cupeled and 
the weif^t of silver found deducted. 

5. The lead should be soft and malleable and a fresh cut surface should 
have the bluish-gray color of pure lead. The button should be capable of 
being hammered out into a thin sheet without breaking or cracking. A 
button that is bright, brittle and brilliantly white in the fracture indicates 
the presence of antimony. 

6. The lead button should be carefully examined for speiss b^ore it is 
hammered With a little care this may be pounded off without seriously 
affecting the we^ht of lead. 

7. If there is doubt regarding the purity of the lead button it may be 
teeted by cupellation. The only metals, except lead, hkely to be present are 
gold, silver, antimony, copper and possibly bismuth; each of these gives 
characteristic indications in cupeling. 

8. Crucibles may be used a number of times as they are but httle 
corroded, but those used previously for gold and silver assays must not be 
used for this assay as the slag left in them contains lead. It is well to use a 
special size of crucible for the lead assay in order to prevent errors due to 
mixing crucibles. 

9. If the fusion has been properly conducted the nails will show but 
little corrosion. If they are much corroded the resulte are bound to be de- 
cidedly low. 
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■ Assay of Slags, Furnace Products and Low-grade Ores or 
Tailings. — In the assay of low-^rade materials, such as sla^ and 
tailings, a larger quantity of ore and a different mixture of fluxes 
should be used. The slag should be between a aingulo- and a 
sub-silicate and part of the iron may be added in the form of 
filii^. On account of the size of the chaise it is well to add a 
number of nails, as this will lessen the time necessary for complete 
reduction. 

The following charges have been found satisfactory: 



Limestone {1-2 per cent Pb) Slag 


Slag 


Ore 25 grams Slag 25 grams Slag 100 gran: 


Na,CO, 25 " Na»CO, 25 " 


Na,CO, 50 " 


K^O, 20 " KjCO. 20 " 


ICCO, — " 


Borax-glass 20 " Borax-glass 10 " 


Borax-glass 10 " 


Flour 10 " "Flour 10 " 


Flour 10 " 


Nails 5 " Nails 5 " 


Nails 5 " 


(20-penny) C20-penny) 


{20-penny) 


20-gram crucible 20-gram crucible 


30-gram crucible 



Allow some time at a high temperature, so that all of the slag 
may have a chance to come in contact with the iron. 

Corrected Lead Assay. — To recover any lead which may have 
been left in the slag the following procedure is recommended: 
Save all the slag and remelt in the original crucible with the spikes 
or nails formerly used. If the first slag was quite glassy and vis- 
cous in pouring, add from 5 to 15 grams more of sodium carbonate. 
Heat to redness and drop into each crucible a lump of about 5 
grams of potassium cyanide. Close the door of the muffle, heat, 
to a bright yellow and pour as soon as quiet. Add the weight of 
any small button found to the lead from the original fusion. 

Chemical ReactionB of ttie Lead Assay. — With an ore con- 
tainmg PbCOj, PbSO*, PbS, SiOj and CaCO, the following reac- 
tions may occur: 

PbCO, = PbO + CO,, (Begins at 200° C.) 

2PbO + C = 2Pb + CO,, (Begins at 550" C.) 

PbO + SiOj =PbSiO,, (Begins at 625° C.) 

PbSO, + 2C = PbS + 2C0,, (Begins at a dark red heat.) 

7PbS + 4KjC0! = 4Pb + 3(KJ>bS,) + K^SO. + 4C0,. 

(Begins at a red heat.) 
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If carboD were not present some oxide and sulphate would 
probably remain to react as follows: 

PbS + 2PbO = 3Pb + SOsr, (Begins at 720" C.) 

PbS + PbSO* = 2Pb + 280,, (Begins at 670° C.) 

2PbS04 + 8iO, = PbiSiO. + 2S0. + O,. (High heat.) 

Toward the end, as the heat i£ raised to a bright red and above, 
the reactions with iron become important, particularly the follow- 
ing: 

PbS + Fe = Pb + PeS, 
PbSiO, + Fe = Pb + FeSiO,, (Requires a bright yellow heat for 

completion.) 
KjPbS. + Fe = Pb + KjFeS,. (Requires a bright yellow heat for 

completion.) 
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Active flux, defimtioD, 171. 
Alumina, fluxing of, 168-170. 
Annealing, 120. 

reasons for, 120. 
Annealing cups, day disfa to bold, 

38. 
Antimony, assay of ores high in, 205) 
206. 

behavior in cupellation, 110. 

behavior in iron nail assay, 1S9, 
190. 

behavior in acorification, 128, 137. 

effect in lead assay, 243. 
Aigob, 11. 

Aisenic, behavior in cupellation, 
111. 

behavior in iron nail assay, 189. 

behavior in acorification, 128, 137. 

effect in lead assay, 244. 
Aaaay-ton weighte, 84, 86. 

Balance, ahgnment of knife edges, 

testing, 84. 

assay, 73-75 

arms, equality, testing, 84. 

construction of, 73, 74. 

directions tor use of, 77, 78. 

equilibrium, testing, 82. 

flux, 71, 72. 

multiple rider attachment for, 85, 
86. 

pulp, 72, 73. 

resistence, testing, 82, 83. 

sensitivity, 73, 83, 84. 

st4biiity, 73, 82. 
', toting, 81-84. 
■ theory of. 75, 77. 

time of oscillation, 73, 82, 
Basic ores, assay of, 164-170. 



Basic ores, calculation of chai^ for, 
166. 

slags for, 164, 165.. 
Bismuth, behavior in cupellation, 
111, 116. 

behavior in scarification, 128. 

edect in lead assay, 244. 

in ores from Cobalt, 108. 
Bone^b, 89-90. 

best size for cupels, 90. 

fluxing of, 209. 

specifications for, 90. 

temperature of burning, influence 
of, 89. 

to preserve muffles, 28. 
Bone-aah cupel, assay of, 209. 
Borates, classification of, 4, S. 
Borax, 3-6. 

action in slags, 148-150, 152. 

cover, 152, 172. 

effect on elimination of copper, 
202. 

quantity required, 164, 165, ITC, 
185. 
Borax glass, 4-0. 
Bullion, 211. 

copper, assay of, 220-226. 

dorg, assay of, 226-229. 

gold, assay of, 229-232. 

lead, assay of, 99, 219. 

sampling of, 212-219. 

segregatioQ of metals in, 212- 
216. 

silver, assay of, 226. 

Capsules, parting, 38, 119. 
Character of sample, detennidation 

of, 145, 146. 
Charcoal, 11. 
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Cbiddey, method for assay of cyan- 
ide Bolutione, 235, 236. 
Class 1 ores, assay procedure for, 
170-173. 
slags for, 162-165. 
Claaa 2 ores, assay procedure for, 
188-188, 192-194. 
various methods of assaying, 173- 
. -174. 
Class 3 ores, assay procedure for, 

195. 
Clay, flusjng of, 168-170. 
Coal furnaces, 18-23. 

firing, of, 23. . 
Cobalt, assay of ores containing, 
196-198. 
behavior in scorification, 128. 
Coke furnaces, 23, 24. 
Colorimetric assay of solutions, 239. 
Combination method of assay, 174, 
194. 
for copper bullion, 222-226. 
. for ores containing nickel and 
cobalt, 197, 198. 
for zinc-box precipitate, 205. 
Copper, assay of ores high in, 201- 
204. 
behavior in cupellation, 111, 115. 
behavior in scarification, 128. 
color of crucible slags containing, 

147. 
color of HCorifier slags containing, 

137. 
effect in cupellation, 98, 105-107, 

232. 
effect in iron nail assay, 189-192. 
effect in lead assay, 244, 
matte, assay of, 139, 201-204. 
Copper bullion, assay of, 220-226. 
sampling of, 217-218. 
segregation of metals in, 213, 
214. 
Corrected assays, 107-109, 115, 125, 

1*), 205, 206-210, 219, 246. 
Cover, the, 152, 153. 
Cream of tartar, 11. 
Crucible assay, theory of, 143, 178- 
180, 182-184, 187. 



Crucibles. 31-33. 
capacity of different sizes, 33. 
desirable properties of, 31, 32. 
sizes tor various charges, 203. 
testing of, 32. 
Cryolite, 14, 170. 
Cupels, 89-93, 100. 
assay of, 209, 210. 
cracking of, 90, 111. 
effect of shape of, 92, 93. 
instructions for maldng, 91, 92. 
machines for making, 91, 92. 
magnesia, 116, 117 
Portland cement, 115, 116. 
size of, 93. 
specifications for, 92. 
testing, 109. 
Cupel tray, 37, 38. 
Cupellation, 89 
assay of lead bidlion, 99, 219. 
correct temperature for, 94^-97. 
description of process, 93-97. 
flashing of beads from, 95. 
freezing of assay during, 94, 95. 
indications of metals present, 96, 

99, 109-114. 
instructions for, 97-99. 
loss of gold in, 102-105. 
loss of silver in, 90, 100-102, 

116. 
regulation of temperature durii^ 

94, 95, 97, 98. 
retention of base metak in beads 

from, 96, 98, 114, 115. 
spitting during, 92, 326. 
sprouting of beads from, 96, 98, 

226,228. 
Cupellation losses, 90^ 99-109. 
influence of copper on, 105-107. 
influence of impurities on, 105- 

107. 
influence of quantity of lead on, 

101, 102. 
influence of tellurium on, 199, 200. 
influence of temperature on, 100, 

102. 
effect of silver on gold, 103-105. 
progressive, 101. 
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CnpellatiaD losses, rule governing, 
107-109. 
Shorwood's rule for detemuniiig, 
107-IOBl 

Desulidiuriiiiig agent, 2. 
Dot6 bullion, assay of, 220-229. 
sampling of, 2 IS. 

£lectro1ytic a«aay of cyanide solu- 
, tion8,23& 

Ferric oiide, fluxing of, 168 

oxidiiing effect of, 157. 
Fire-brick, directione for laying, 29. 
Fire-brick lining vs. tile lining, 18. 
Flour, 11. 

Fluorapar, 13, 170, 200. 
Fluxes and reagents, 1-14. 
Fluxing, 3, S, 7, 9. 

principles of, 2. 
Fuel, 17, 18. 
Fuel-oil fumacee, 20-28. 
Furnace npaits, 28-3<L 
Furnaces, 10-28. 

directions for firing soft coal, 23. 
Fusion pcoducte, 14. 15. 

Gaa fumacee, 20. 

Gasoline furnaces, 24-26. 

Glaw, 3. 

Gold, weighing of, 78, 81, 120. 

Gold bullion, assay of, 229-232. 

samplii^ <A, 218, 219. 
Gold ores containing coarse particles, 

assay of, 00-70. 
Granulated lead, assay of, 138. 
Grinder for assay sainides, 03-6S. 

Inquartation, 121. 

Iridium, behavior during cupella- 
tion, 113, 114. 
indications of in appearance of 

bead, 113. 
indications of in parted gold, 124. 
Iron, 11, 12, 188. 
behavior in cupellation, 110. 
behavior in scwification, 128. 
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Iron, color of crucible slag, contain- 

color of scorifier slags, contain- 

ing, 137. 
effect in lead assay, 344. 
reducing action of, 1 1, 12, 180l 
Iron nail assay, 173, 188-193. 
chemical reactions during, 189- 
191. 



limiUtions oT, 191, 192. 
procedure for, 192, 193. 
slag for, 192. 

Lead, 11. 

fire assay of una, 240-347. 

granulated, assay of, 138. 

granulated to make, 11- 

ores, classificaticm of, 24D, 
Lead assay, accuracy of ,2^ 

assay of slags from, 246. 

chemical reactioM duiia& 246, 
247. 

conduct of fusiou, 242. 

corrected, 246. 

inSuence dt other inetala.cai, 241, 
243,244. 

lossMin,241,2^ 

procedure for, 244, 245. 

slag for, 241, 242, 245l 
Lead bullion, assay of, 99, 210. 

sampling of, 216, 217. 
Lead button, 14, 151, 152. 

testing purity fit, trimk lead assay, 
245. 
Limestone, fluxing of, 160-168. 
Ltthaige, 9-11. 

assay of, 16&-1Q1. 

corrosive action of, 28, 133. 

disadvantages of excess, 176. 

quantity required to slag copper, 
202. 

solubility of metallic oxides in, 
127, 128. 

use in scorificatioo assay, 133. 

Magnesium carbonate, fluxing of, 

187. 
Magnesium oxide, fluxing of, 210. 
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Mangaoeae, dioxide, osiduing effert 

of. 157. 
MitDganese oxide, fluxing *>f> 1^- 
Matte, 15, 173. 

crucible assay of, 201-204. 

obtained in crucible aasa^, 173, 
177, 180, 187, 193. 

BCoriCcation sssay of, 139-141. 
Metallic assay, 06-70. 
Metallic oxides, heat of formatioa 
of, 128. 

aoIubiUty in liths^e, 127, 128. 
Metallic Bulphidea, heat of forma- 
tion of, 190. 

ignition temperature, of, 128, 129. 
Minerab, oxidizing power of, 157. 

reducing power of, 156. 
Moisture sample, 60, 61. 
Mold, crucible, 37. 

ecorifier, 38. 
Muffles, ai. 

directions for replacing, 29, 30. 
methods of supporting, 22. 
Muftii^e rider attachment for bat- 



Niter, oxidiiing power of, 158, 159. 

quantity required, 184. 

sw alao potassium nitrate. 
Nitric acid, testing for impuntiee, 
125, 126. 

Oil furnaces, 26-28. 
Ore, classification of, 1, 144, 240. 
determining oxidising power of, 

195. 
determiniog reducing power of, 

ISO, 181. 
estimating reducing power cS, 181, 



182. 



I, 1. 



Nickel, assay of ores eoDtaining, 

196-198. 
behavior in cupellation, 110. 
behavior in SMffification, 128, 130^ 

137. 
effect in iron nail assay, 19Z. 
Niter assay, 173-188. 

calculation tA charge, 182-186, 
, chemical reactions during, 159, 178- 

180, 182-184, 187. 
conduct of fusion, 176-178. 
disadvantages of excesn Etharge 

in, 176. 
preliminary fusion, procedure, 

180-181. 
regular fusion, procedure, 1'8&- 

188- 
BlagH for impure ores, 175, 176. 
slags for pure ores, 175. 
Nit«r, determining oxidizing power 

of, 182. 



reducing power of minerals, 156. 
Osmium, behavior during cupelta- 
tion, U3, 114. 

behavior during parting, 124. 
Oxides metallic, heat of formation 
of, 128. 

Bolubinty in litha^^ 127. 
Oxidizing agent, 2. 
Oxidizing power, delinitioD of, 153. 

of minerals, 157. 

of nicer, 158, 159. 

of ores, determinatMHi of, 195. 

of red lead,^ 159. 
Oxidizing reacticms, 156-159, ITS- 
ISO. 

Palladium, behavior during parting. 



124. 

indications of in appearance of 

bead, 113. 
indications of in parting, 124. 
Parting, 118. 
acids for, 118, 110. 
in assay of gold bullion, 231. 
in porcelain capsules, 119-121. 
errors resulting from, 123, 12*. 

125. 
in Basks. 122, 123. 
disintegration i^ gold during, 123^ 

124, 125. 
indications of rare metals in, 124. 
influence of base metals on, 123, 

124. 
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Farting, preparing beads (or, 116, 
122. 
procedure, 119-121. 
recovery of gold lost in, 125. 
ratio of silver to gold 



Ueting for completeness of, 120, 
121. 
I^tinum, behavior during cupella- 
tion,U2,n4. 
behavior during parting, 124. 
indications of in appearance of 

bead, 112. 
indicationa of in parted gold, 124. 
Portland cement, flux for, 210. 
Potassium carbonate, 8, 9. 
Potassium cyaaide, 13. 
Potassium nitrate, 12. 
Pulveriser disc, 63-6&. 

Keagents, 1-14. 

testing of, 159-161. 
Bed lead, oxidizing power of, 169. 
Keducing agent, 2. 
Reducing power, definition of, 163. 

of minerals, 144, 165, 156. 

of ores, determination of, ISO, 
181. 

of oree, estimation of, 181, 182. 

of reagents, 154, 161. 

of reagents, determination of, 160. 
Reducing reactions, 153-156. 
Rhodium, behavior during cupella- 
tion, 113, 111. 

indications of in appearance of 
bead, 112. 
Riders, 84, 85. 

multiple attachment for, 85, 86. 

testing, 88. 

Thompson, 85. 
Riffle sample, 51-64. 
Roasting, 193, 194. ' 

period in scorification aaaay, 131. 

reactions in ecmification, 135. 
Roasting method of assay, 174, 193, 
194. 



Ruthenium, indications of in ap- 
pearance of bead, 113. 

Salt, 13. 

cover, 152, 153. 
Sample, definitim, 39. 

finishing the, 62-66. 

grab, 60. 

moisture, 60, 61. 
Sampler, Brunton, 52, S3, £5-£7, 
59. 

Jones, 53. 

Snyder, 57, 58. 

Vezan, 56~S8. 
Sampling, Bnmton's formula for,' 
44-46. 

bullion, 212-216. 

copper bullion, 217, 2ia 

dorS bullion, 218. 

duplicate, 62. 

gold bullion, 218, 219. 

grab, 60. 

hand, 4&-54- 

lead bullion, 216, 217. 

machine, 54-69, 

methods, 40, 41. 

mill, complete, 59. 

moisture, 60, 61. 

object of, 39. 

ore, 39-7a 

ores containing malleable minerals, 
66-70. 

practice, 47-62. 

principles, 42-47. 

Richard's rule for, 43. 

tables showing weights to be token, 
43,46. 
Scorification, 129. 

chemical reactions during, 134- 
136. 

effect of various constituents of 
ore on, 133. 

indications of metals present, 131, 
136, 137. 

losses in, 139-141. 

ores suited, 133, 134. 

reagents used, 127. 

spitting during, 137, 138, 139. 
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BeoiiScation asBay, 127. 

rimrges for different ors, 142. 

for gold, 13S, 220, 221. 

fractional erimuuttion (pT metals io, 
128, 129. 

of copper buDion, 220, 221. 

of copper matte, 139. 

procedure for, 130-133. 

use of large ore ehorgte in, 141. 
Scorifiers, 33, 34. 

Bizee, 33, 127. 
ScreminC aeaa-y samples, 65. 
S^r^jatioD of metab in cooling, 
influence of on aamptiig, 212- 
21& 
SiHca, 2, 3. 
Silicates, classifieation of, 147, 148. 

miiGed, ISI. 
Siliceous ores, ealculatiott of ehaige 

for, I62-I6i. 
Silver foil, testing for gold, 126. 
BUgs, 14, 146. 

acid and baiae distinguished, 151. 

action of borax in, 143, I4S-150. 

aaeay of, 20S, 246. 

color of crucible, 147. 

color of Bcorifier, 136, 137. 

(or class 1 be«io ores, ld4-ISS. 

for class 1 siliceous ores, 162-164. 

for class 2, iion assay, 192. 

for cbiss 2, niter assay, 176, 176. 

lor crucible assay of ores contain- 
ing copper, 202. 

fluidity of, ISO. 

(onnati<a) temparature of, 14S> 

pr(q)ertiee of good, 146, 147. 
Slag factoid, bisilicale, 163, 16& 

mono«i}teate, I8S. 
fiodium bicarbonate, 6. 
Soifium csrbonate, 6-8. 
Solutions, assay of, 233-239 
Speiss, 15. 

in crucible ass^, 189. 

in lead assay, 243. 
Split sfaoTcI, 51-53. 
Splitter, sample, 51-54. 
Sprouting, to prevent, 22S 
Sta(.k, height of, 22. 



Stack, support of, 22. 
Su^ihides, heats of formation of 
metallic, 190. 

ignition fonperaturea of, 128, 129. 
. reacti<Mis with iron, 1S9-19I. 

reactions with niter, 169, 183. 

reactions with oridcH, 136. 

reactions with oxygen, 135. 

redueins powers of, 155, 156. 

Tellurida ores, aaaayof, I9&-201. 
Telluriuni, behavior in eupellation, 
111, 199, 200. 

tiehavior in cnicibic fusionB, 200, 
201. 

behavior in sconfiaatioD, 128. 

indicstioaB of, in becds, 99, Ul. 
Temperature, eye eeCimalion of, 117. 
Tin, assay of om h^ in, 206. 

behavior in cupelTation, 110 
Tools, furnace, 34-37. 



tX, 145, 14a 

Weigjiii^r Bccumulattve, 81. 

assay pulp, directions for, 132. 

by equal swin^, 78, 79. 

hy methods of swings, 79, 80. 

by "no deflection," 80. 

by substitution, 80, 81. 

check, 81. 

double, 77. 

general diicotions for, 77, 7S. 

gold, 78, 120. 

silver, ^99. 
Weights, 84-8& 

assay-ton, 84, SA 

talibnitioa of, 8(V-8& 

milligram, 81. 
211. 



effect in lead assay, 244. 
Zino-box precipitate assay of, 201^ 
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INTERMATIONAL ATOMI 


D WEIGHTS 1921 


(PABIUIj 


Ebmnt 


Sym- 
bol 


AtoBik 




Bra. 
bol 


AtomiB 




Al 


27.1 


Nictel 


Mo 


90.0 


o(^S'':.:::::: 


Hb 


120.2 




£8.68 


Ah 


74.96 


Nitrogen 


N 


14.008 


Bwium 


Rk 


137.37 


Oemium 


(h 


190 9 


BiBmuth 


Hi 


208.0 


^Sd?W '.'.'.'.'. 


o 


16.00 


Bwon 


H 


10.9 


Pd 


106.7 


foomine 


Br 


79.9Z 


Phosphorus .... 


P 


31.04 




(VI 


120.40 








Calcium 


C^ 


40.07 




K 


3S.I0 


Cwbon 


V. 


12.00S 


Rhodium 


Rh 


102.9 


CUorina 








Kit 










Selenium 

8ilic6iGT.../J-.. 






Cobalt 


(V> 


68.97 


ISSi 


28.3 


Copper 


Cn 


63.37 


Silver. 


Ar 


107.88 




P 


19.0 


Sodium 




23.00 


CWd 








Sr 




Hydrogen 


H 


1.008 


Sulphur 


H 


32.06 




1 


126.92 


']> 


127.5 




Tr 


KB.l 


Tin 


Hn 


118.7 




ye 

Pb 
T,i 


SS.84 

207.20 

6.94 


Titanium 

Tungsten 


I'i 
W 

TI 








Lithium 




Magnesium 


Mr 


24.32 


Vanadium 


V 


81.0 














Mercury.. ! 


Ug 


200.6 ■ 


Zirconium 


Zr 


90.6 
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